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Summary 


COLONIAL  ISSUE. 


The  publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  proposes  to 
specially  address  on  April  25  all  business  houses  connected 
with  the  drug-trade  in  Australasia,  India,  Ceylon,  Straits 
Settlements,  South  Africa,  West  Indies,  China,  Japan,  and 
many  other  places  abroad.  In  view  of  the  remarkable 
impetus  to  colonial  trade  referred  to  elsewherejn  this  issue, 
fall  advantage  of  this  means  for  improving  their  export- 
business  should  be  taken  by  all  firms  who  do  business  with  the 
drug-trade. 

TO    BUYERS  EVERYWHERE. 


A  large  proportion  of  the  business  announcements  in  this 
issue  have  been  specially  drawn  up  with  the  object  of 
appealing  to 

Merchant  Shippers. 
We  ask  those  in  that  class  who  receive  this  issue  to  examine 
the  advertisements  carefully,  and  to  fill  from  them  any 
indents  which  they  have  at  present  in  hand,  afterwards  filing 
the  number  for  future  reference.  There  are  many  advantages 
in  buying  from  Chemist  and  Druggist  announcements, 
but  these  three  are  chiefly  notable— (1)  the  best  goods,  (2) 
the  keenest  prices,  and  (3)  the  promptest  service — all  of 
which  are  of  the  highest  importance  to  those  who  execute 
indents.  They  also  are  to  retailers  and  wholesalers,  to 
whom  we  commend  a  thorough  examination  of  every  page  in 
this  issue,  and  a  trial  of  anything  which  is  new,  or  which 
they  can  do  with. 


Portraits  are  given  on  pp.  383-387  of  thirty-eight  pro- 
vincial wholesale  druggists. 

Portraits  of  Mr.  Cornelius  Hanbury  and  his  mother 
(now  in  her  103rd  year)  are  given  on  p.  389. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hale  has  given  us  some  interesting 
reminiscences  of  Mincing  Lane  trade  half  a  century  aro 
(p.  390). 

Some  ideas  in  regard  to  the  manufacture  of  aromatic 
waters  and  preservation  of  acacia  mucilage  are  noted  ta 
p.  378. 

We  give  some  notes  of  the  public  career  of  Mr.  G.  F. 
Schacht,  who  is  retiring  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
(p.  392). 

Dr.  Kenny,  M.P.,  the  Dublin  Coroner,  commented  very 
severely  on  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  who  had  prescribed  in 
a  serious  case  (p.  371). 

The  inquest  regarding  the  explosion  of  a  gas-cylinder  in 
Bed  Lion  Square,  W.C.,  has  been  concluded  with  a  "  mis- 
adventure" verdict  after  some  fresh  evidence  (p.  369). 

A  Chester  firm  of  seedsmen  have  been  fined  under  the 
17th  section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  for  selling  an  arsenical 
weed- killer  without  observing  statutory  precautions  (p  379). 

A  bill  to  amend  the  Companies  Acts  has  been  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  Government.  It  contains 
the  clause  recommended  by  the  Committee  to  authorise  Ice 
winding-up  of  companies  formed  for  illegal  purposes  (p.  385). 

A  gentleman  bought  some  Jeyes'  fluid  and  used  it  on  a 
dog  neat.  The  dog  died,  and  the  gentleman  sued  the  com- 
pany for  its  value.  He  was  non-suited  because  it  was  held 
that  he  ought  to  have  ascertained  how  it  was  to  be  used 
(p.  381). 

The  Chemical  Society  meeting  last  week  was  exceptionally 
interesting,  several  papers  on  the  chemistry  of  gases  by  Pro- 
fessor Dixon,  and  a  demonstration  by  Mr.  Herbert  Jackson 
of  the  new  way  of  seeing  through  opaque  objects,  beint: 
given  (p.  376). 

A  Sligo  chemist  had  to  pay  50Z.  damages  to  a  farmer 
whose  cattle  had  been  killed  by  licking  from  each  other  an 
arsenical  dip,  which  had  been  recommended  to  him  by  the 
chemist  for  killing  vermin.  The  chemist  appealed,  but  the 
judgment  was  confirmed  (p.  330). 

A  Bideford  doctor  supplied  a  farm  labourer  with  bella- 
donna and  glycerine  as  an  application  for  his  wife.    It  was 
not  labelled  "  Poison,"  a  child  took  some  of  it  and  died,  and: 
the  doctor  said  at  the  inquest  it  was  not  his  habit  to  label 
such  mixtures  "  Poison"  (p.  368). 

The  chemists  of  Exeter  and  Leeds  have  considered  favour- 
ably the  objects  of  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trades  Associa- 
tion. The  Council  of  the  Association  have  adopted  a  plan 
suggested  by  the  manufacturers,  but  at  present  it  seems  to 
apply  to  only  a  very  few  articles  (p.  398). 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  in  his  annual  report  on  the  analysis  o£ 
food-drugs  to  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  County  Council, 
advocates  that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  should  be  made 
the  official  standard  for  drugs  therein  described,  exception 
being  made  in  respect  to  certain  articles  used  for  geneial 
purposes  (p.  368). 

The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council  have  not  seen  their  way 
to  grant  the  request  of  Mr.  Cleeland  and  his  associates  tc 
admit  them  to  examination  on  the  certificate  of  a  company. 
They  are  consulting  their  legal  advisers  as  to  the  possibility 
of  getting  a  case  against  a  company  which  they  could  carry 
to  the  House  of  Lords  (p.  372). 

Mr.  Maetindale  proposed,  at  the  Pharmaceutical  meet- 
ing on  Tuesday  evening,  to  make  phosphorus  pills  by  massing 
a  theobroma  and  carbon-bisulphide  solution  of  phosphoru-, 
with  gum  and  syrup.  He  also  spoke  of  other  phospho  ue 
preparations,  and  there  was  a  fair  discussion.  Mr.  Bottle 
brought  before  the  meeting  a  separation  of  chalk  from  water, 
which  brought  the  interesting  statement  from  the  President, 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  calcium  and  magnesium 
bicarbonates.  Some  Kontgen  photographs  were  also  shown, 
(p.  375). 
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Chemists  and  Wine  licences. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Weston,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  151  Westminster 
Terrace,  Paddirjgton,  has  been  granted  a  licence  to  sell  wine 
off.  the  premises. 

At  the  Kingston-on-Thames  Borough  Licensing  Sessions  on 
Friday  Mr,  John  Mnrison  applied  for  a  licence  for  the  sale 
of  wine  by  retail  off  the  premises  at  Parke's  Drag  stores  at 
35  Market  Piace,  Kingston.  The  applicant  said  that  his  only 
object  was  to  be  enabled  to  sell  medicated  wines.  The 
Mayor  (Counsellor  J.  B.  Walker)  said  he  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  it  was  not  necessary  to  have  a  licence  to  do 
that.  The  applicant  said  that  used  to  be  so,  but  now  the 
Inland  Revenue  authorities  demanded  that  all  chemists  and 
druggists  who  sold  medicated  wines  should  have  a  licence. 
The  Mayor  said  he  was  sure  that  hundreds  of  chemists  sold 
medicated  wines  without  a  licence.  The  applicant  said  he 
did  not  doubt  that,  but  according  to  the  Inland  Revenue  they 
had  no  right  to  do  so,  and  rendered  themselves  liable  for 
penalties.  The  Magistrates'  Clerk  (Mr.  W.  M.  Wilkinson) 
pointed  out  that  if  the  licence  were  granted  there  was 
Eothing  to  prevent  the  applicant  from  selling  any  kind  of 
wine.  There  was  no  medicated- wine  licence.  The  applicant 
said  his  firm  would  not  sell  any  other  but  medicated  wine. 
The  Clerk  rejoined  that  that  was  not  the  point.  With  a 
wine-licence  the  holder  could  sell  whatever  kind  of  wine  he 
chose.  The  Mayor  said  that  the  Bench  were  not  favourable 
to  the  application  and  thought  they  ought  to  refu?e  it.  Mr. 
B.  J.  Marsh,  solicitor  for  the  applicant,  here  informed  the 
Court  that,  subject  to  four  grounds  relating  to  the  character 
of  the  applicant,  the  character  and  rateable  value  of  the 
premises  as  specified  in  the  Act,  the  Magistrates  had  no  dis- 
cretion of  refusal  vested  in  them.  The  applicant  could 
prove  that  none  of  the  prohibitory  grounds  applied  to  him 
or  to  the  premises.    The  licence  was  then  granted. 

A  Public  Analyst's  Salary. 

Some  time  ago  Mr.  Leyler  was  appointed  Swansea  borough 
analyst  for  a  year  on  terms  which  were  below  the  scale  of 
the  Society  of  Pablic  Analysts.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Swansea  Corporation  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Leyler  say- 
ing that  he  sincerely  regretted  that  the  terms  were  pro- 
hibitive, and  much  as  he  should  like,  as  analyst  for 
Glamorganshire,  Carmarthenshire,  and  Pembrokeshire,  to 
xemain  in  the  service  of  his  adopted  town  of  Swansea,  he 
was  unable  to  accept  the  appointment  on  the  terms  named, 
and  for  this  reason  he  respectfully  asked  the  Council  to 
reconsider  them.  After  a  lorg  discussion  it  was  resolved 
that  the  matter  be  referred  back  to  committee  for  reconsidera- 
tion. 

A  Doctor's  Dispensing. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Cockington  Farm,  Alvington,  near 
Bideford,  on  March  5,  on  the  body  of  Studley  Lee,  aged 
three  months,  son  of  a  farm  labourer.  The  father  deposed 
that  his  wife  had  recently  been  confined  and  had  since  been 
suffering  from  phlebitis.  She  had  been  using  a  kind  of 
paint  He  had  obtained  a  fresh  bottle  from  Dr.  Gooding's 
surgery,  and  on  arriving  home  he  placed  it  on  the  kitchen 
table  uncovered.  Next  morniDg  he  went  to  work  about 
1  o'clock.  On  returning  at  8  30  he  was  told  by  his  sister 
that  two  of  his  children  had  drunk  some  of  the  contents  of 
the  bottle  He,  therefore,  went  with  all  possible  haste  to 
Dr.  Gooding.  Witness  administered  emetics  to  deceased 
before  going  away.  The  doctor  did  all  he  could,  and  the 
elder  child  was  now  almost  well,  but  the  younger  died  the 
same  day.  Dr.  Matthew  Richard  Gooding,  Bideford,  stated 
that  the  preparation  was  "  belladonna  and  glycerine,"  to  be 
used. as  a  paint.    It  was  intended  only  for  outward  applica- 


tion, but  was  a  poison  in  excess.  Witness  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  labelling  a  mixture  of  this  kind  "  Poison."  People 
knew  it  was  only  to  be  applied  externally.  He  found  the 
deceased  suffering  from  the  poison,  but  the  elder  did  not 
seem  much  affected.  He  used  the  stomach-pump  and  anti- 
dotes and  stimulants,  staying  nearly  an  hour.  The  deceased 
died  from  the  effects  of  belladonna-poisoning.  The  Coroner, 
in  summing  up,  said  he  did  not  think  there  was  much  blame 
attaching  to  the  father.  The  jury  found  a  verdict  of  death 
from  misadventure. 

Chemists  in  the  Police-courts. 

Mr.  John  Harrison,  chemist  and  druggist,  Loughton,  was 
fined  5s.  at  the  Petty  Sessions,  on  March  5,  for  allowing  his 
dog  to  be  at  large  unmuzzled. 

Mr.  Isaac  Henry  Heap,  chemist  and  druggist,  Hanley,  pro- 
secuted his  father  on  a  charge  of  larceny,  as  bailee  of  a 
harmonium.  No  evidence  was  offered  on  behalf  of  the  pro- 
secution, and,  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  it  was  stated  that 
there  was  not  the  slightest  pretence  for  making  the  charge. 
The  defendant  was  perfectly  prepared  to  meet  his  son  on 
every  point  of  law  or  the  merits  of  the  case.  The  harmonium 
was  the  defendant's  own  property,  and  always  had  been. 
Defendant's  solicitor  said  that  the  prosecutor  attempted  to 
levy  blackmail  by  threatening  to  prosecute  his  father  if  he 
did  not  sign  a  document  in  his  favour.  The  case  was  dis- 
missed, and  Mr.  Richardson,  plaintiff's  solicitor,  said  if  he 
had  known  what  he  did  now  he  should  not  have  appeared  in 
the  case. 

A  Doctor  on  Infants'  Food. 

At  Winchcombe  Petty  Sessions  on  March  6,  Raymond 
Mills  and  his  wife  were  charged  with  wilfully  neglecting  one 
of  their  children.  The  case  arose  out  of  the  death  of  a 
16-months  child  of  defendants,  and  a  report  of  the  inquest 
appeared  in  the  C.  §  D.  at  the  time.  The  witnesses 
included  Mr.  Cyrus  Legge,  surgeon,  who  attended  the  child. 
That  gentleman  stated  that  the  child  was  extremely  ema- 
ciated and  bloodless.  It  weighed  7  lbs.  instead  of  28  lbs. 
There  was  no  food  in  its  stomach ;  it  was  dirty,  and  had  not 
been  properly  attended  to.  A  pennyworth  of  milk  per  day 
would  not  have  been  sufficient  for  it.  Winslow's  soothing- 
syrup  was  bad  for  children,  and  he  did  not  consider  Neave's 
food  good  for  them.  A  policeman  produced  eight  empty 
Winslow's  soothing-syrup  bottles  which  the  father  had  given 
him.  The  father  had  also  shown  him  a  half-emptied  tin  of 
Neave's  food  and  some  empty  tins.  Mr.  Stephens,  solicitor, 
who  appeared  for  the  defence,  said  that  the  syrup  and  food 
in  question  were  extensively  advertised,  and  defendants, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  thought  they  were  doing  well  by  using 
them.  The  mother  was  called  and  stated  that  she  gave  the 
child  two  spoonfuls  of  Winslow's  syrup  a  day  while  she 
bad  it  in  the  house,  and  a  local  grocer  gave  evidence  of  the 
purchase  of  Neave's  food  at  his  shop  by  the  defendants. 
The  summons  against  the  father  was  dismissed,  and  the 
mother  was  fined  20s.  and  13s.  6d.  costs. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen  on  Food  and  Drugs. 

The  annual  report  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  public  analyst  for 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  was  presented  to  the  County 
Council  on  March  11.  Mr.  Allen  states  that  during  1895  he 
received  2,085  samples,  and  of  these  1,790  were  genuine,  119 
of  inferior  or  doubtful  quality,  and  176  adulterated.  Of  92 
samples  of  miscellaneous  drugs  received  15  were  adulterated 
and  4  doubtful ;  of  14  of  wax  8  were  adulterated  and  2 
doubtful ;  of  15  of  quinine  wine  2  were  adulterated ;  of  52 
tinctures  18  were  adulterated  and  11  doubtful;  of  8  of 
paregoric  1  was  adulterated  and  1  doubtful ;  of  4  of  medi- 
cines all  were  genuine ;  and  of  5  of  lozenges  1  was  adul- 
terated. Nineteen  samples  of  glycerine  were  all  genuine, 
and  only  1  out  of  11  samples  of  olive  oil  was  adulterated, 
2  being  doubtful.  The  samples  of  cod-liver  oil,  oil  of 
almonds,  and  castor  oil  analysed  were  all  genuine.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  119  doubtful  samples  were 
articles  as  to  the  sophistication  of  which  Mr.  Allen 
had  very  little  doubt,  but  which  he  could  not  condemn 
positively,  owing  to  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  Official 
Referees  under  the  Act.  These  gentlemen,  he  says,  have 
refused  information  as  to  their  practice  of  dealing  with 
samples  of  various  kinds,  and  what  is  known  of  their  methods 
is  not  calculated  to  inspire  confidence  in  their  results.  In 
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one  remarkable  case  the  County  Council  of  Durham  recently 
requested  information  as  to  the  method  employed  by  the 
referees  for  detecting  cottonseed  oil  in  lard.  This  was 
furnished  in  detail,  and  on  being  submitted  to  trial  by 
a  number  of  representative  public  analysts  was  found 
wholly  inadequate  for  its  intended  purpose.  The  number  of 
drugs  submitted  during  1895  was  largely  in  excess  of  the 
number  analysed  in  any  previous  year.  This  department 
presents  special  difficulties.  The  parity  of  natural  proiacts 
like  olive  oil  and  linseed  meal,  the  composition  of  which 
ranges  within  comparatively  narrow  limits,  may  be  reported 
on  with  some  degree  of  certainty.  Of  tinctures,  syrups,  and 
other  galenical  preparations,  however,  which  are  prepared 
from  natural  substances  of  varying  quality,  the  analyst  is 
absolutely  without  information.  Only  in  very  exceptional 
instances,  as  in  that  of  tincture  of  opium,  does  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  specify  the  quality  of  the  drug  to  be  used. 
Drugs  which  have  no  official  recognition  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  present  a  still  greater  difficulty.  An  article 
purchased  under  the  title  of  "linseed,  liquorice,  and 
chlorodyne  lozenges  "  clearly  complies  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Act  if  it  be  compounded  of  linseed,  liquorice,  and 
chlorodyne,  in  whatever  proportions  ;  but  as  neither  linseed, 
liquorice,  nor  chlorodyne  has  any  definite  composition  or 
official  recognition  they  can  vary,  not  only  in  proportion,  but 
in  quality. 

Other  remedial  preparations,  such  as  bismuth  lozenges, 
paregoric  seidlitz-powders,  and  others,  the  mode  of  prepara- 
tion of  which  is  definitely  prescribed  in  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia, are  capable  of  being  examined  more  satisfactorily, 
and  in  a  number  of  instances  have  been  fouud  to  have  been 
compounded  in  a  manner  materially  different  from  that 
prescribed  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  In  the  case  of 
medicines,  it  is  very  desirable  that  an  article  known  under  a 
definite  name  should  be,  as  far  as  possible,  always  sold  of  a 
constant  strength ;  as  much  harm  may  ensue  from  too  strong 
a  preparation  as  from  one  below  the  normal  strength. 

The  British  Pharmacopoeia,  Mr.  Allen  adds,  is  very  defec- 
tive in  many  of  its  definitions  and  descriptions,  and  it  is 
unfortunate  that  the  law  does  not  in  so  many  words  consti- 
tute the  British  Pharmacopoeia  the  official  standard  for  drugs 
therein  described.  It  is  eminently  desirable  that  this  should 
be  done,  but  in  such  case  it  would  be  well  to  make  an 
exception  of  certain  articles  such  as  soda-water,  vinegar,  and 
beeswax,  which  are  employed  for  purposes  other  than  medi- 
cinal. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  legislation  in  this  direction 
will  result  from  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Food- 
product  Adulteration,  which  sat  during  the  last  two  Sessions 
of  Parliament,  and  the  reappointment  of  which  is  anticipated. 

Assistants  and  Shop  Hours. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  South  Wales  Council  of  the 
National  Union  of  Shop  Assistants  was  held  at  Cardiff  on 
Sunday  last.  Delegates  were  present  from  Merthyr,  Dowlais, 
Pontypridd,  Barry  Dock,  Penarth,  and  Neath.  The  principal 
business  was  the  consideration  of  Sir  John  Lubbock's  Shop 
Hours  Bill.  It  was  stated  that  the  measure  was  not  held  in 
very  high  esteem  by  their  executive.  At  the  Cardiff  Con- 
ference last  year  two  or  three  important  amendments  to  the 
Bill  were  adopted,  but  the  National  Union  had  been  warned 
that  should  it  persist  in  pushing  these  the  Bill  would  siand 
no  chance  of  passing.  Rather  than  be  the  cause  of  its 
defeat,  the  Executive  had  decided  to  steer  clear  of  the 
measure  altogether,  and  had  drafted  a  new  Bill  on  the  lines 
of  the  New  Zealand  Shop  Hours  Act.  Several  delegates 
thought  the  National  Union  should  press  its  amendments  to 
Sir  John  Lubbock's  Bill,  even  at  the  risk  of  wrecking  it,  and 
a  resolution  to  this  effect  was  passed.  This  will  be  discussed 
at  the  Liverpool  Conference. 

The  Half-holiday. 
The  chemists  and  druggists  of  Canterbury  have  agreed  to 
close  the  places  of  business  at  1  p.m.  on  Thursday. 

The  Holborn  Explosion.— Inquest  and  Verdict. 
Last  week,  Dr.  G.  Danford  Thomas,  Coroner  for  'entral 
London,  resumed  his  inquiry,  at  the  Holborn  Town  Hall, 
into  the  circumstances  attending  the  death  of  Mr.  Arthur 
French  St  George,  aged  31  years,  a  chemist,  lately  residing 
at  Cot&wold  House,  Barlswood,  Surrey,  who  was  killed 
through  the  exploding  of  an  cxygen-gas  cylinder  in  the 


laboratory  of  Messrs.  Redwood  &  De  Hailes,  analytical 
chemists,  15  Red  Lion  Squaie,  Holborn,  on  February  20. 
The  inquiry  had  been  adjourned  to  allow  Colonel  Sir  Vivian 
Majendie  and  Dr.  Dapre,  of  the  Home  Office,  to  examine  the 
liquid  in  the  cylinder  used  by  the  deceased,  and  make  their 
report  thereon.  At  the  previous  inquiry  evidence  was 
adduced  to  the  effect  that  on  Thursday,  February  20,  the 
deceased  was  experimenting  with  some  liquid  when  it 
suddenly  exploded,  killing  him  on  the  spot,  and  knocking 
down  his  assistant,  Mr.  Glass,  who  was  helping  him  at  the 
time,  and  rendering  him  insensible.  Mr.  Glass  was  taken 
to  the  hospital,  where  it  was  fouud  he  had  been  severely 
burned  about  the  face  and  eyes.  He  was  now  able  to 
attend  and  give  evidence.  The  experiments  the  deceased 
was  making  at  the  time  had  reference  to  a  patent  grease  to 
be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  candles,  the  composition  of 
which  was  withheld  at  the  last  hearing,  bat  Mr.  de  Hailes 
said  he  could  now  give  the  fullest  particulars. 

Thomas  Hard  worth  Glass,  of  16  Rivenscroft  Road,  Chis- 
wick,  assistant  to  Messrs  Redwood  &  De  Hailes,  deposed 
that  on  the  Wednesday  afternoon  deceased  filled  the  cylinder 
with  stearic  acid,  glucose,  alcohol,  and  acetic  acid.  A  few 
nails  were  also  put  in,  but  what  for  witness  could  not  say. 
It  was  then  hermetically  sealed  ready  for  use  on  the  following 
day.  On  the  Thursday  afternoon  this  was  placed  on  a  com- 
bustion furnace. 

Colonel  Majendie:  What  heat  was  the  cylinder  ex- 
posed to  1 — There  was  no  means  of  telling.  There  wa3  no 
guage  or  safety-valve  to  the  cylinder ;  therefore  it  was 
impossible  to  tell.  He  had  to  trust  to  his  own  judgment. 
What  pressure  did  he  want  ?  —  A  pressure  of  two  atmospheres. 
Was  there  nothing  to  tell  him  when  this  pressure  had  been 
obtained? — Nothing  at  all :  there  was  an  initial  tap  to  the 
furnace  to  regulate  the  supply  of  gas,  that  was  all ;  the  rest 
was  all  chance.  Did  he  give  you  any  idea  as  to  how  he 
would  find  out  when  the  required  pressure  had  been 
obtained? — Mr.  St.  Gsorge  said  he  would  know  by  sounds 
inside  the  cylinder.  Had  he  ever  tried  a  similar  experiment 
before  1 — Oh,  yes ;  bat  before  he  had  always  used  glass 
vessels  or  crucibles,  but  they  were  never  hermetically  sealed. 
From  observations  which  you  had  the  opportunity  of  making 
did  you  consider  Mr.  St.  George  an  expert  at  the  worn  he 
was  doing  ? — Yes,  most  certainly  he  was ;  most  clever  in 
some  things.  Did  you  think  there  wa3  aay  risk  to  yourself 
through  being  in  the  same  room  when  he  was  carrying  on 
these  operations ? — None  whatever:  as  far  as  that  goes,  I 
would  be  quite  willing  for  a  similar  experiment  to  be  tried 
in  this  room  now.  Looking  back  at  what  we  know  now,  was 
it  an  operation  which  you  would  regard  as  baing  risky  ? — 
Yes,  if,  as  was  the  case  then,  there  was  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining the  pressure. 

Colonel  Majendie  :  It  was  no  doubt  a  very  haphazard  way 
of  doing  things  and  endangered  the  iives  of  everyone  in  the 
place. 

Dr.  Dupre,  of  the  Home  Office,  said  he  had  made  an  ex- 
haustive examination,  and  the  only  conclusion  that  he  could 
come  to  was  the  fact  that  as  there  was  no  gauge  to  the 
cylinder,  and  being  full  and  tightly  closed,  an  explosion  was 
inevitable.  There  was  no  allowance  whatever  for  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  liquid.  The  stearic  acid  was  the  main  cause, 
as  this  would  expand  considerably,  especially  considering  the 
pressure  it  was  under.  Stearic  acid  when  cool  would  solidify, 
but  when  exposed  to  heat  would  expand  enormously.  He  could 
only  conjecture  that  the  deceased  was  forgetting  what  he 
was  doing.  It  was  a  mad  thing  to  do.  The  cylinder  was  as 
sound  as>  it  possibly  could  be.  It  was  guaranteed  to  stand  a 
pressure  of  1\  ton,  and  there  was  nothing  to  lead  him  to 
suppose  it  would  not  do  so.  It  was  in  excellent  condition. 
Witness  went  on  to  say  that  the  experiment  was  very 
foolhardy,  because  the  articles  that  were  being  used  were 
harmless  if  handled  judiciously,  but  in  this  case  if  it  had 
been  water  in  the  cylinder  an  explosion  would  have  been 
sure  to  occur,  although  probably  not  with  such  disastrous 
results.  The  widow,  who  was  present  in  court,  said  she  had 
often  assisted  her  late  husband  in  his  experiments  at  their 
own  house  of  an  exactly  similar  nature  to  this  one. 

The  Coroner  said  that  it  was  a  most  mysterious  thing  that 
the  deceased,  being  so  expert,  should  so  far  forget  him- 
self as  to  try  an  experiment  of  this  kind.  There  was  cer- 
tainly no  blame  attached  to  anybody  else. 

Colonel  Majendie  s  lid  he  could  only  think  that  the  deceased 
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put  in  the  alcohol,  acetic  acid,  and  glucose,  filling  it  up  with 
stearic  acid,  forgetting  at  the  time  how  much  it  would  ex- 
pand. Doling  his  career  he  had  bad  numberless  explosions 
under  his  observation,  but  he  considered  this  one  of  the 
straDgest  he  had  ever  had. 

The  Coroner  having  summed  up,  a  verdict  of  death  from 
misadventure  was  returned,  the  jury  adding  that  they 
thought  that  15  Red  Lion  Square  was  not  a  fit  place  to  carry 
on  these  experiments. 

Music  for  Chemists. 

The  "  Kepler  "  Musical  Society  gave  a  concert  at  "Mason's 
Hall  Tavern"  on  Monday  evening,  when  the  staff  of  Bar- 
roughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.  and  their  friends  mustered  in 
goodly  numbers.  Mr.  R.  C.  Sudlow  presided,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  evening  discoursed  learnedly  on  the  necessity 
of  outside  show  '  in  this  brutally  superficial  age."  The 
artists,  mainly  members  of  the  staff,  acquitted  themselves 
creditably. 

The  Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  had  a 
musical  and  social  evening,  on  March  4,  at  the  Exchange 
Rooms,  Birmingham.  Mr.  John  Barclay,  B. Sc.,  occupied  the 
chair,  and  some  excellent  talent  was  provided.  Daring  the 
evening  it  was  announced  that  Mr.  R.  Darton  Gibbs,  President 
of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  had  consented 
to  preside  at  the  forthcoming  dinner. 

A  Chemist's  Speculations. 

At  the  Shropshire  Assizes  on  March  6,  before  Justice 
Grantham,  Ashley  Albert  Henry  Cronmire,  dealer  in  stocks 
and  shares,  trading  in  the  name  of  "  George  Gregory,"  sued 
Thomas  M.  Deighton,  of  Bridgnorth,  chemist  and  J.P,,  for 
the  payment  of  6663.  15s.  10d.,  alleged  to  be  due  to  him  as 
the  balance  of  an  account  upon  a  large  number  of  trans- 
actions in  connection  with  the  buying  and  selling  of  stocks 
and  shares.  The  plaintiff  is  known  as  an  "  outside  "  dealer, 
and  his  transactions  with  the  defendant  were  commenced  in 
September,  1894,  and  terminated  in  November,  1895. 
They  were  conducted  upon  what  was  known  as  the 
"  cover  "  system.  The  defence  set  up  was  that  the  defendant 
did  not  buy  of  or  sell  to  the  plaintiff  the  stocks  and  shares 
which  were  the  subject  of  the  action,  and  that  no  money 
whatever  was  due  to  him  ;  that  the  transactions  upon  which 
the  plaintiff  based  his  claim  were  not  actual  sales  and 
purchases,  but  wagers  and  speculations  between  them  on  the 
rise  and  fall  in  the  price  of  the  stocks,  and,  further,  that  if 
any  sum  at  all  were  recoverable  by  the  plaintiff  there  were 
errors  and  overcharges  in  the  account  upon  which  he  sued. 
His  Lordship,  having  heard  the  evidence  of  the  plaintiff, 
ruled  that  he  could  not  recover  any  part  of  the  sum  claimed. 

Pharmacy-students  Looking  Around. 

Between  sixty  and  seventy  students  attending  the  Metro- 
politan College  of  Pharmacy  (Mr.  Watson  Will's)  included  in 
last  week's  studies  excursions  in  the  search  of  truth.  They 
first  visited  Messrs.  D.  &  W.  Gibbs'  City  soap-works,  where 
they  were  shown  all  the  stages  in  the  manufacture  of  soap 
and  glycerine.  Then  they  went  on  to  Messrs.  Darton  &  Co.'s 
factory,  St.  John  Street,  Clerkenwell,  and  spent  nearly  two 
hours  looking  into  the  manufacture  of  thermometers, 
aneroids,  Crookes'  tubes,  &c.  Mr.  Frank  Darton  described 
all  the  details  in  a  way  which  was  calculated  to  make  the 
students  quite  confident  when  they  have  to  speak  at  Galen 
Place  of  the  various  things  that  they  saw. 

Carbolic-acid  Poisonings. 

Arthur  Wynne  (60),  a  solicitor's  clerk  residing  at  Dalston, 
who  "  was  always  a  heavy  drinker,"  took  2  oz.  of  carbolic 
acid,  and  died  in  consequence  last  week. 

Thomas  Davies  (65),  a  journeyman  shipwright,  of  Liverpool, 
who  "  had  not  been  successful  in  a  cooked-meat  business," 
and  had  taken  to  drink,  committed  suicide  with  carbolic  acid 
on  February  27. 

On  March  6  Mrs.  Malking,  wife  of  a  workman  living  in 
North  London,  cooked  her  husband's  supper,  swept  up  the 
room,  left  everything  ready  for  him,  and  then  went  to  bed 
and  drank  a  draughc  of  carbolic  acid.  She  was  found  dead 
with  the  tumbler  in  her  hand. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Ashford  (Kent),  on  Monday, 


respecting  the  death  of  Agnes  Hajhoe,  a  domestic  servant;, 
who  was  found  dead  in  her  bedroom  on  Siturday  morning. 
There  was  evidence  that  she  had  taken  a  large  quantity  of 
carbolic  acid. 

Chemists  at  Football. 

A  match  was  played  on  Tooting  Bee  Common  on  Saturday, 
March  7,  between  teams  representing  the  Westminster  and 
Metropolitan  Colleges,  resulting  in  a  victory  for  the  Metro- 
politan College  by  7  goals  to  nil. 

Disinfectants. 

The  Holborn  Board  of  Works  have  accepted  the  tenders  of 
Messrs.  Adcock,  Easton  &  Co.  for  the  supply  of  carbolic 
acid  and  other  articles,  and  of  the  Sanitas  Company  for  the 
supply  of  Sanitas  fluid  and  Sanitas  powder,  for  the  ensuing, 
twelve  months. 

The  Institute  of  Chemistry. 

At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry,, 
held  on  March  2,  Dr.  Russell  was  re-elected  President, 
and  Drs.  Frankland,  Stevenson,  Tilden,  and  Mr.  David 
Howard  were  elected  censors.  Dr.  F.  L.  Teed  opened  a 
discussion  upon  the  question  of  the  council  considering  the 
advisability  of  attempting  to  obtain  legal  powers  for  registra- 
tion of  analytical  chemists. 

The  Chemist  to  the  L.C.C. 

Last  week  the  General  Purposes  Committee  of  the  London 
County  Council  reported  to  the  Council  ihit  the  Dublin 
Corporation  had  asked  that  Mr.  Dibdin,  their  chief  chemist, 
might  give  evidence  on  a  bill  with  reference  to  the  Dublin 
Gas  Supply.  The  Committee  recommended  that  Mr.  Dibdin, 
should  be  allowed  to  give  evidence  on  the  bill,  but  that  he 
should  receive  no  fees  for  so  doing.  After  an  animated  dis- 
cussion the  Council  negatived  the  recommendation  by  a  large 
majority,  and  refused  to  allow  their  chemist  to  give  the. 
evidence  required. 


Ulster  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
A  social  meeting  of  this  association  was  held  on  March  3, 
in  the  rooms  of  the  Society,  5  Royal  Avenue,  Belfast.  Mr. 
William  Prott,  M.P.S.T.  and  G.B.,  presided,  and  there  was  a 
large  attendance.  Refreshments  were  served,  after  which  a 
long  musical  programme  was  presented  by  members  and 
friends  of  the  association. 

Proprietary  Medicines  in  Workhouses. 

The  Edenderry  Guardians  on  Saturday  last  received  a 
further  communication  from  the  Local  Government  Board  on 
the  question  of  the  surcharges  for  the  cost  of  pro- 
prietary medicines  ordered  by  the  guardians  for  one  of 
their  dispensaries.  It  appeared  from  the  correspondence 
that  the  Local  Government  Board's  auditor  had  refused  to 
pass  payments,  amounting  to  about  40Z.,  made  to  the  medi- 
cine contractor  for  the  supply  of  patent  preparations  ordered 
by  one  of  the  Union's  medical  officers,  and  this  sum  was 
surcharged  on  the  guardians.  The  Board  now  state  that,  in 
consideration  of  the  undertaking  given  by  the  guardians  to- 
discontinue  the  practice  of  ordering  medicines  not  autho- 
rised by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  they  will  not  on  the 
present  occasion  refuse  recoupment. 

The^Dublin"Coroner~on?Prescr':bing~Chemists. 

At  Dublin  on  Monday  last,  Dr.  Kenny,  M.P.,  held  an  inquest 
on  the  body  of  a  girl  named  Costello,  aged  11,  who  died  from 
acute  peritonitis.  The  father's  evidence  showed  that  he  had 
obtained  medicine  for  the  child  from  Mr.  Allen's  pharmacy, 
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on  Sarsfield  Quay,  The  child  vomited  the  medicine  thua 
snpplied.  On  the  day  following  his  visit  to  the  chemist  he 
called  in  Dr.  Burnes,  but  death  ensued  before  that  gentleman 
arrived.  Dr.  Burnes  deposed  that  the  deceased's  symptoms 
demanded  immediate  attention.  In  reply  to  the  Coroner 
he  said  no  man,  whether  qualified  or  unqualified,  should 
have  presciibed  for  the  child  in  that  condition  without  first 
seeing  her.  Mr.  W.  Popham  Allen,  Sarsfield  Quay,  deposed 
that  he  was  a  licentiate  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland.  His  licence  only  permitted  him  to  dispense  and 
sell  medicines  and  poisons. 

The  Coroner :  Does  your  licence  give  you  any 
warranty  for  prescribing  medicine  ? — No.  Is  it  illegal 
for  you  to  do  so  1 — I  cannot  answer  that  question. 
I  believe,  however,  it  would  be  legal  for  me  to  pre- 
scribe medicine  in  minor  cases.  Oa  what  do  you  found 
your  belief? — Because  I  served  my  apprenticeship  with  a 
properly  qualified  medical  man  — my  father,  Dr.  Allen,  of 
Richmond  Street.  Who  is  to  judge  whether  the  case  is 
major  or  minor  ? — The  person  who  comes  to  me  and  de- 
scribes the  case — he  is  the  judge  That  is  lo  say  that  a 
person  more  ignorant  than  jourself  is  to  be  the  judge? — 
They  see  the  case  and  know  wbat  it  indicates.  I  judge  the 
-case  by  the  account  given  to  me  by  the  person  appljing  for 
advice. 

The  Coroner:  This  is  simply  amazing. 

Witness  stated  the  substance  of  his  conversation  with  the 
-father  of  deceased,  whom  he  advised  to  consult  a  physician. 
In  the  meantime  witness  made  up  a  mixture  containing 
1  dr.  of  liquid  extract  of  cascara  sagrada,  \  dr.  of  sal 
volatile,  atd  40  gr  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  in  distilled  water. 
On;  the  same  evening  Costello  came  again,  and  asked  for 
•twopennyworth  of  tincture  of  jalap,  arcl  witness  gave  him 
15  gr.  of  compound  liquorice  powder,  which  would  act  more 
moderately  on  the  child.  In  reply  to  the  Coroner  witness 
said  he  had  prescribed  for  a  good  many  cases  in  the  sam« 
way,  and  he  knew,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  pharmaceutical 
chemists  in  Dublin  acted  similarly. 

The  Coroner  :  Indeed.  I  am  aware  of  it.  Addressing  the 
jury,  the  Coroner  said  that  any  medic il  man  would  at  once 
have  seen  the  case,  but  Mr.  Allen  prescribed  not  out  of  his 
knowledge,  but  out  of  his  ignorance.  He  had  not,  however, 
contiibuted  to  the  child's  death  ;  but  if  the  jury  gave  an 
expression  of  opinion  as  fo  the  impropriety  of  pharmaceuti- 
cal chemists  prescribing  it  might  be  useful  in  other  cases. 
Mr.  Allen  wa3  perfectly  unqualified  to  prescribe,  and  was 
forbidden  to  prescribe  by  the  very  Act  which  empowered 
him  to  dispense  and  sell  poisons  ;  and  Mr.  Allen's  statement 
that  he  thought  he  was  qualified  to  prescribe  in  minor  cases 
showed  an  amazing  want  of  knowledge,  and  had  absolutely 
no  foundation. 

The  jury  returned  s.  verdict  in.  accordance  with  the 
medical  testimony,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
system  of  pharmaceutical  chemists  prescribing  for  persons, 
as  was  shown  to  have  been  done  in  the  case  in  question  by  a 
licentiate  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  was  improper  and 
dangerous,  and  ought  to  be  discontinued. 


Death  of  a  Nostrum-vendor. 

Mr.  James  Middleruass,  a  resident  of  Peebles,  was  found 
dead  in  bed  on  Monday  mornirg  He  was  8%  years  of  age, 
and  was  well  known  as  the  compouncer  of  a  nostrum  lor 
jaundice  atd  other  similar  troubles. 


Daath,  from  Carbolic  acid. 

Kobert  Buchanan,  the  keeper  of  the  hospital  at  Boness, 
■died,  in  great  agony  on  Sunday  night  after  swallowing  a 


quantity  of  carbolic-acid.  He  had  been  suffering  from 
melancholia,  and  left  a  letter  to  his  wife  indicating  his 
intention. 

Sequestration. 

The  estates  of  Robt.  Walker  Morris,  sole  or  only  known 
partner  of  Dunn  &  Co.,  wholesale  manufacturing  chemists, 
27  E.der  Street,  Edinburgh,  were  sequestrated  on  March  5. 

Change  of  Occupation. 

Mr.  Wm.  Wright,  chemist  and  druggist,  Lockerbie,  has 
been  appointed  one  of  two  district- organisers  for  Scotland  of 
the  YouDg  Men's  Christian  Association,  at  150Z.  per  annum. 
The  duties  of  his  new  office  will  necessitate  relinquishing 
his  business. 

Prices  for  Parish  Medicines. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Dundee  Parish  Council  last  week  one 
of  the  members,  Mr.  D.  J.  McKinnon,  a  chemist,  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Edinburgh  Drug  store  (a  local 
concern)  had  offered  a  oiscount  of  5Z.  14s.  l\d.  off  an  account 
of  65d.  14s.  l^d.  for  medicines  for  outdoor  poor,  and  said  he 
had  gone  over  the  account,  and  was  not  satisfied  that  a 
sufficient  discount  was  allowed.  After  discussion,  the  Council 
decided  by  9  votes  to  3  to  remit  the  account  back  to  the 
Relief  Committee,  with  powers. 

Aconite  for  Horseradish. 

James  Robertson  (30),  a  gardener,  living  near  Aberdeen, 
partook  of  a  root  which  he  had  dug  up,  believing  it  to  be 
horseradish,  and  died  on  March  6.  It  is  believed  that  the 
root  was  aconite. 


Jfrencb  IRews. 

{From,  our  Parit  Correspondent.') 


M.  Pasteur. — The  French  Government  has  decided  to 
continue  to  M.  Pasteur's  widow  the  annuity  of  25,000f. 
(1.000Z.)  per  annum,  which  he  had  enjoyed  for  twelve  years. 

The  Statue  to  Pasteur  at  Alais. — The  committee  in 
charge  of  the  monument  to  be  erected  in  the  town  of  Alais 
to  Pasteur's  memory  has  accepted  a  design  prepared  by  M. 
Tony  Noel,  who  promises  to  have  the  statue  delivered  in 
July  next.  Pasteur  is  represented  standing ;  in  his  left 
hand  he  holds  a  branch  of  heather,  and  his  nght  appears  to 
come  to  the  assistance  of  a  child  representing  silk  industry 
that  implores  assistance.  The  pedestal,  in  marble,  will  be 
about  9  ft.  high,  while  the  r-tatne,  in  brotze,  will  measure 
7  ft.  On  the  front  of  the  pedestal  will  be  engraved 
Pasteur's  famous  patriotic  reply,  "  If  science  has  no 
country,  the  scientist  has,"  made  to  the  Berlin  Academy, 
who  offered  him  membership  after  the  war  of  1370.  The 
inauguration  of  the  statue  is  fixed  for  August. 

The  Invisible  Rats  — The  question  of  the  photography 
of  the  invisible  again  occupied  the  major  part  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Paris  Academy  of  Sciences  last  Monday.  M.  Henri 
Becquerel  annoucced  that  he  had  discovered  that  different 
phosphorescent  substances  give  off  invisible  radiations  which 
traverse  opaque  1  od  es,  such  as  aluminium  and  copper.  The 
radiations  exist  in  the  dark  as  well  as  in  the  Sight.  With 
salts  of  uranium,  i  f  which  the  phosphorescence  is  extinct  in  a 
hundredth  of  a  second,  the  new  radiations  are  still  very  active 
at  the  end  of  150  hours  after  the  time  the  bodies  have  been 
placed  in  obscurity.  Among  the  substances  studied  are 
sulphide  of  calcium,  &c  M.  Becquerei  has  also  made  other 
interesting  experiments  in  connection  with  the  invisible  rays. 

President  Faure  at  Marseilles —Duzirg  the  recent 
visit  of  the  Presider/c  of  the  Republic  to  Marseilles  he  went 
to  the  School  of  Medicire  and  Pharmacy  there.  His  visit 
was  made  soon  after  7  a  m.,  ard  be  was  received  by  M. 
Livon,  director  of  the  school,  who,  after  the  usual  exchange 
of  compliments,  txoressed  the  hope  that  Marseilles  might  at 
last  be  endowed  with  a  faculty  and  unisertitv,  which  have 
been  petitioned  for  in  vain  for  seme  jears.  The  President 
replied  by  a  short  speech,  and  banded  M  Livon  the  decora- 
tion of  Koight  of  the  Legion  of  Honour.  M.  Faure  after- 
wards made  a  short  speech  to  the  students  in  the  amphi- 
theatre of  ths  school,  winding  up  with  the  as-urance  that 
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"at  theEiysee  theie  is  a  man  who  will  never  forget  the 
students  of  the  Marseille  s  School  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy, 
who  work  for  their  coaniry  and  civilisation."  The  students 
loudlv  applauded  the.  speech,  and  at  8  30  a.m.  the  visit  had 
ended. 

The  Senior  French  Pharmacist  has  passed  away  in 
the  person  of  M.  Antoine  Tausserat,  who  died  recently  at 
Vitry-le-Francois,  where  he  had  lived  in  retirement  for  some 
time  past.  The  deceased  pharmacien  was  one  of  the  few 
survivors  of  Napoleon's  "  Grand  Aimy."  He  enlisted  at  the 
age  of  16  and  formed  pait  of  the  Sedan  garrison,  which  was 
besieged  by  the  Russians  at  the  moment  of  the  Battle  of 
Waterloo.  M.  Tausserat  always  took  pleasure  in  relating 
his  military  experiences  to  his  friends.  Another  "  last " 
survivor  of  Napoleon's  army,  aged  103  years,  was  decorated 
with  the  Legion  of  Honour  at  Laroche  last  Sunday  by  the 
President  on  his  journey  down  South.  The  honour  seems  to 
have  been  conferred  on  this  patriarch  on  account  of  his  great 
age,  or  as  a  testimony  to  the  fallibility  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, as  he  was  invalided  from  the  army  80  years  ago  as 
a  consumptive. 

The  Match  Difficulty,  which  has  given  the  French 
Government  so  much  trouble  for  some  time  past,  seems  at 
last  to  be  in  a  fair  way  to  be  solved.  The  problem  has  been 
to  produce  a  match  that  offers  no  danger  to  the  workers.  As 
already  announced  in  the  C  <f  °f  November  30  last,  a  Di  jon 
chemist,  M.  Pouteaux,  has  succeeded  in  producing  a  match 
which  appears  to  possess  the  desired  qualities.  He  now 
claims  to  have  perfected  a  process  by  which  permanganate 
of  potash  can  be  used  for  matches,  the  difficulty  met  with 
hitherto  having  been  that  all  the  glues  used  with  this 
substance  up  to  the  present  time  decomposed  the  perman- 
ganate and  thus  rendered  it  useless.  M.  Pouteaux  has 
succeeded  in  using  a  "  glue  "  made  by  dissolving guncotton  in 
acetate  of  amjl.  The  match  is  plunged  into  this  mixture 
after  bavirg  been  steeped  in  sulphur  in  the  first  place.  M. 
Pouteaux's  matches  will  require  a  special  striker,  which  is 
considered  to  be  an  objection  to  their  becoming  rapidly 
popular  with  the  lower  classes. 


PARIS  SOCIETY  OF  PHA.RM A.CY. 

At  this  month's  meeting,  after  a  communication  from  M. 
Lafay  on  the  analysis  of  a  pathologic  liquid  proceeding  from 
an  abdominal  puncture,  M.  Planchon  drew  attention  to  the 
fact  that  March  £0  was  virtually,  though  net  nominally,  the 
centenary  of  the  foundation  of  the  Society,  the  "  Societe 
Libre  de  Pharmacie  do  Paris,"  of  which  the  present  Society 
is  merely  the  continuation  under  a  modified  name,  having 
been  founded  March  20,  1796. 

M.  Yvon  presented  a  number  of  photographs  obtained  by 
the  newly-discovered  processes,  and  briefly  sketched  the 
progress  of  the  Eontgeo  discovery  up  to  its  present  point. 
He  reminded  his  colleagues  that  photography  through  opaque 
substances  by  mean  -  of  ordinary  light  has  long  been  known. 
In  January,  1891,  M.  Yvon,  it  appears,  published  an  article 
in  La  Nature  on  "photography  without  apparatus,"  in 
which  he  indicated  the  means  of  obtaining  reproductions  of 
engravings  placed  under  sheets  of  cardboard  of  a  certain 
thickness,  and  consequently  invisible  to  the  human  eye. 

M.  Piunier  presented  to  the  Society  his  new  work  on 
Chemical  Pharmacy,  of  wbich  the  first  volume  has  just  ap- 
peared. He  also  read  a  note  cn  the  assay  of  alkaline  and 
alkaline- earthy  iodides  and  bromides. 

M.  Borauelot  read  a  note  from  Professor  Gerard,  of  the 
Toulouse  Faculty  of  Medicire  and  Pharmacy,  which  stated 
that  uric  acid,  under  the  action  of  micro-organisms,  produces 
carbonate  of  ammonia.  He  also  resumed  his  researches  on 
the  decomposition  of  raffmose  by  soluble  ferments. 

M.  Lafons'  report  on  the  status  of  resident  and  correspond- 
ing members  closed  the  meeting. 


He  Knew  and  Passed— on.— At  a  pharmaceutical  exa- 
mination in  Boston,  U.S  A.,  recently  a  candidate  was  asked, 
How  often  the  U.S.  Pharmacopoeia  had  been  revised?  "  Ore 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  times,"  he  replied.  Pressed  for  an 
explanation  of  this  startling  answer  he  said,  "  Well,  the 
Pnarmacoprcia  is  revised  every  ten  years,  and  10  goes  into 
1895  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  times." 


pbarmaceutical  Society  of  3relano, 


The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  on  March  4, 
at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin.  Present :— Mr.  W.  F. 
Wells,  jun.  (President),  in  the  chair;  Mr.  Downes  (Vice- 
Pesidem),  Mr.  Beggs  (Treasurer),  and  Messrs.  Turkington 
(Cookstown),  Bernard,  Lyons  (Belfast),  Grindley,  Charles- 
Evans,  Conyngham,  Ryan,  Hayes,  and  Simpson. 

Companies  and  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

The  President  said  they  were  all  aware  of  the  result  of 
the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  v.  Boyd,, 
in  which  the  question  was  raised  as  to  the  right  of  a  limited 
liability  company  to  trade  as  pharmaceutical  chemists  They 
had  hoped  to  get  a  decision  in  their  favour ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, the  judgment  had  been  against  them,  and  in  thafc 
pariicalar  case  they  had  no  appeal.  From  the  way  in  which 
the  Cleeland  case  had  gone,  they  had  hoped  to  succeed  in 
the  Boyd  case ;  in  the  former  the  Judges  were  clear  that 
limited  companies  could  not  call  themselves  pharmaceutical 
chemists  or  give  certificates  to  apprentices.  They  were 
disposed,  if  it  had  been  in  their  power,  to  decide  in  favour 
of  the  applicant,  Cieeland  ;  but  in  the  case  the  other  day  they 
did  not  in  any  way  seek  to  go  out  of  their  way  to  give  a  de- 
cision in  favour  of  the  Society.  This  was  hard  to  under- 
stand. The  Society  was  a  public  body,  carrying  out  a  public 
duty.  Its  first  object  was  to  protect  the  public,  and  yet  it 
seemed  to  get  very  little  sympathy  from  the  Courts  In  the 
lesser  courts  throughout  the  country  they  got  anything  but- 
sympathy,  whilst  in  the  Qaeen'3  Bench  Division  some  of  the 
Judges  were  stroDgly  against  them.  It  was  only  right  to 
mention  that  the  members  of  the  Council  who  were  in  court 
during  the  discussion  of  Boyd's  case  were  very  well  satisfied 
with  the  way  in  which  their  counsel  fought  the  case.  He 
did  not  think  it  could  have  been  fought  in  a  more  able 
manner.  Mr.  Gordon,  Q.C.,  especially  made  a  good  stand  in 
their  behalf.  But  it  was  of  no  avail.  The  Judges  felt  bound: 
by  the  decision  in  the  English  House  of  Lords  case  (the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  England  v.  London  Supply  Com- 
pany), although  anyone  who  heard  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Gordon  must  have  been  struck  by  the  vast  difference  between 
the  Acts  of  Parliament  of  the  two  countries.  Mr.  Gordon 
further  showed  that  before  the  passing  of  those  two  Acts- 
there  was  a  great  difference  in  the  law  in  the  two  countries. 
In  the  one  a  free  power  of  dispensing  was  allowed  to  every- 
body ;  in  the  other  dispensing  was  restricted  by  the  Apothe- 
caries Act.  Mr.  Gordon  also  strongly  contended  that  the 
case  was  governed  by  the  Interpretation  Act.  Their  counsel 
told  him  that  if  the  Hoiiseof  Loids  case  had  not  been  on  record 
the  Society  would  have  won.  He  (the  President)  thought 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Council  not  to  accept  the  decision  as 
a  final  settlement  of  the  question.  Immedia'ely  after  the 
decision  was  given,  the  Vice-President,  Mr.  Grindley,  and 
himself  asked  their  solicitor  (Mr.  Clay)  whether  they  could 
bring  another  action,  which  could  be  taken  by  way  of  appeal 
to  the  House'  of  Lords.  Mr.  Clay  said  he  thought  they 
could,  but  he  would  rather  not  advise  until  he  had  consulted 
their  counsel.  After  that  he  would  report.  Of  course,  it 
would  be  very  serious  if  they  had  to  be  under  this  decision  •, 
but  they  had  done  their  duty,  and  he  believed  their  licentiates 
were  satisfied  that  they  bad  endeavoured  to  protect  their 
interests  as  well  as  the  public.  If  limited  companies  were 
to  be  allowed  to  carry  on  the  business  of  pharmaceutical 
chemists  it  was  well  to  know  that ;  but  it  would  not  be  a 
bed  of  roses  for  them,  for  unqualified  persons  in  their  em- 
ployment who  should  sell  poisons  or  make  up  prescriptions 
would  still  be  liable  to  prosecution,  and  to  be  imprisoned  if 
they  did  not  pay  the  fine,  instead  of  being  allowed  to  pay  a 
10Z  fine  at  4*.  a  month,  as  happened  in  a  case  in  England 
recently. 

Mr.  Tuekington  said  limited  companies  carrying  on 
business  as  pharmaceutical  chemists  would  now  require  to 
use  labels  with  the  names  of  their  qualified  assistants  on 
them. 

The  President  :  That  is  a  nice  point  which  has  not  yet 
been  raised.  If  the  Queen's  Bench  are  right  in  holding  that 
the  person  who  makes  the  sale  is  the  seller,  his  name  and 
address  must  be  on  the  label;  and  then  if  a  mistake  be 
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made  or  mischief  done  by  poison  the  question  will  arise  as 
to  who  is  responsible. 

Mr.  Turkington  said  there  was  a  case  of  that  kind  in 
which  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  proprietors  of  a 
co-operative  store,  and  they  were  made  to  pay  a  fine. 

The  President  said  they  would  have  to  follow  this 
matter  up.  Although  they  had  been  beaten  they  were  not 
altogether  cast  down. 

Mr.  Beggs  :  Until  we  receive  an  opinion  from  our  counsel 
we  are  not  in  a  position  to  move  further. 

Mr.  Evans  :  Did  the  Judges  lay  down  that  the  seller  is  the 
person  who  sells  1 

The  President:  They  laid  down  that  a  corporation  is  not 
a  "  parson,"  and  is  outside  the  Acts  altogether. 

Companies  and  their  Appentices. 

In  reference  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Cleeland  and  the  nine 
assistants  and  apprentices  of  Grattan  &  Co.  (Limited),  who 
had  asked  the  Council  to  be  admitted  to  the  examination  for 
the  licence,  the  following  letter  was  received  from  Messrs. 
Casey  &  Clay,  the  solicitors  for  the  Society  : — 

Dear  Sir,— Having  considered  this  case  and  the  memorial,  it  becomes  a 
matter  of  grave  consideration  as  to  what  course  the  Society  should  adopt 
under  the  circumstances.  If  there  was  only  the  case  o£  Mr.  Oleeland  to 
be  dealt  with  the  Society  might  have  no  hesitation,  we  think,  having 
regard  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Court,  in  admitting  him  ;  but  the  memorial 
which  is  signed  by  nine  persons  who  appear  to  have  served  their  time  to 
Grattan  &  Oo.  embarrasses  the  case  very  much.  If  the  Society  decide  to 
admit  Mr.  Cleeland  for  the  reason  above  stated,  they  can  do  so  by  writing 
a  most  guarded  letter  distinctly  pointing  out  that  it  is  not  to  be  a 
precedent.  If,  in  addition  to  the  admission  of  Mr.  Cleeland,  they  admit 
the  nine  gentlemen  who  have  signed  the  memorial,  how  can  the  Society 
refuse  with  any  kind  of  consistency  the  request  of  all  other  applicants  in 
the  future,  no  matter  whit  the  number  may  amount  to,  who  have  served 
their  time  to  any  class  of  limited  company  ?  Having  regard  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court,  if  the  Society  are  to  follow  it  out  in  strictness  and  to 
its  logical  conclusion,  legally  they  have  no  power  to  comply  with  Mr. 
Cleeland's  request.  Yours  faithfully, 

Casey  &  Clay. 

Mr.  Beggs  :  In  the  face  of  that  letter  I  move  that  the 
requests  of  Mr.  Cleeland  and  of  all  others  asking  similar 
privileges  be  not  granted.  You  will  otherwise  have  applica- 
tions by  the  dozen. 

Mr.  Grixdley  :  Hundreds. 

Mr.  Turkington  :  We  cannot  shut  our  eye3  to  the  injustice 
we  shall  do  if  we  throw  these  young  men  aside.  We  should 
have  given  tbem  notice  before  that  they  could  not  come  up 
for  the  examination. 

The  President  :  You  must  recollect  that  the  regulation 
under  which  they  are  debarred  was  passed  in  the  year  1884, 
and  the  question  was  raised  at  least  two  years  ago  by  similar 
applications  being  refused. 

Mr.  Turkingto*  :  But  the  Society  has  time  after  time 
accepted  certificates  from  Grattan  &  Co.,  and  to  stop  these 
young  men  would  be  a  blot  on  the  Society  for  robbing  them 
of  their  early  years. 

The  President  :  The  position  we  are  in  is  that  we  cannot 
legally  admit  them  unless  they  make  the  required  declaration. 
If  they  can  do  so  at  any  future  time  we  will  consider  their 
declarations. 

Mr.  Turkington  :  Will  the  Council  promote  a  small  Bill 
in  Parliament  to  take  in  all  the  companies  along  with  the 
druggists  and  pharmaceutical  chemists  ? 

The  President  :  Who  suggests  that  ? 

Mr.  Turkington:  I  don't  exactly  know.  It  has  been 
more  than  once  suggested  to  me  by  druggists  in  Belfast. 

The  President  :  Did  they  tell  you  that  they  intend  to  go 
a  little  farther  than  that  ? 

Mr.  Turkington  :  No. 

The  President  :  Then  I  had  better  read  a  letter  which  I 
received  from  Mr.  Gibson  on  February  25  last  year.  He  has 
been  writing  to  the  papers  to  say  that  he  over  and  over  again 
asked  us  not  to  test  this  case  because  we  should  be  beaten, 
and  he  suggested  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  papers  what  you 
suggest.  The  President  then  read  Mr.  Gibson's  letter  to 
himself.  Mr.  Gibson  urged  that  if  proceedings  were  taken 
with  an  unsuccessful  result  the  country  would  in  twelve 
months  be  flooded  with  bogus  companies.  "  Would  it  not  be 
wiser,"  he  asked,  "  if  the  three  parties  concerned— chemists, 
druggists,  and  limited  companies— would  combine  to  promote 
a  measure  in  Parliament  which  would  either  prevent  any 


future  limited  company  going  into  business,  or  insist  that  all 
limited  companies  should  be  registered  and  give  guarantees 
that  the  public  safety  i3  protected  by  having  all  their 
directors  registered,  and  in  such  other  ways  as  might  be 
thought  best  1 "  Mr.  Gibson  was  on  the  Council  for  eight 
months  after  he  wrote  that  letter.  He  (the  President),  in 
replying  to  it,  said  he  thought  Mr.  Gibson's  proper  course 
as  a  member  of  the  Council  would  bo  to  give  notice  of 
motion  and  bring  forward  his  proposals  and  get  the  opinion 
of  the  Council.  He  considered  the  matter  too  important 
to  be  dealt  with  by  individuals,  and  did  not  care  to  enter 
into  the  subject  in  letters.  Mr.  Gibson  never  brought  the 
matter  forward  Now  he  writes  to  the  public  to  say  that 
he  was  praying  them  not  to  go  on. 
In  reply  to  Mr.  TurkiDgton, 

The  President  said  no  certificate  signed  by  a  limited 
company  of  druggists  had  yet  been  accepted.  As  to 
Grattan  &  Co,,  he  was  at  first  under  the  impression  that  the 
owners  of  the  shares  were  qualified  persons. 

Mr.  Simpson  :  That  was  the  impression  of  the  whole 
Council. 

Mr.  Beggs  :  We  have  now  no  option  in  the  matter.  We 
have  it  from  the  Queen's  Bench  and  our  legal  adviser  that 
to  admit  these  gentlemen  to  the  examination  would  be 
illegal. 

Mr.  Hayes  :  We  are  talking  of  whether  the  certificate  of  a 
druggists'  limited  company  could  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Turkington  :  If  it  be  illegal  in  the  one  case  it  should 
be  in  the  other. 

The  Vice-President  said  the  declaration  required  in  the 
case  of  the  druggists  under  the  Amendment  Act  was 
different  from  that  which  pharmaceutical  chemist  candi- 
dates had  to  produce. 

Mr.  Turkington  remarked  that  further  improvements  were 
required  in  the  examination  for  registered  druggists. 

The  President  :  We  have  drawn  up  an  improved  curri- 
culum. We  have  not  thought  it  right  to  put  it  in  force  at 
once,  but  you  will  find  that  their  next  examinations  will  be 
stiffer  than  the  last. 

Mr.  Beggs  then  moved  that — 

In  face  of  the  recent  decision  of  the  Queen's  Bench  and  the  advice 
from  our  legal  adviser,  the  applications  of  Mr.  Cleeland  and  the 
other  applicants  by  memorial  to  be  admitted  to  the  Society's 
examination  cannot  be  acceded  to. 

Mr.  Grindley  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Conyngham  contended  that  the  Council  were  not 
precluded  from  accepting  the  certificates  tendered  by  the 
applicants.  The  Council  could  do  so  if  they  were  willing. 
The  nine  young  men  considered  themselves  as  in  the  same 
boat  with  Mr.  Cleeland,  and  it  was  very  hard  that  the 
door  should  now  be  shut  in  their  faces.  Could  not  a  resolu- 
tion be  passed  acting  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Queen's 
Bench  Division,  but  closing  the  door  against  all  other  such 
applicants  afterwards  ? 

The  President  :  I  put  the  question  to  Mr.  Clay,  "  Can 
we  accept  these  young  men  by  any  means  ? "  and  his  reply 
was,  "  Yes,  you  can  rescind  your  regulation  and  make  a  new 
regulation."  If  you  were  to  do  that  you  would  never  get  the 
existing  regulation  passed  again.  It  would  be  madness  to 
give  away  the  whole  situation. 

Mr.  Turkington  :  I  should  feel  guilty  if  I  did  not  protest 
against  shutting  the  door  against  these  young  men. 

The  President  then  put  Mr.  Beggs's  motion,  which  was 
carried  by  seven  votes  to  two.  The  Council  divided  as  followa  : 
— For  the  motion,  Messrs  Beggs,  Bernard,  Simpson,  Ryan, 
Grindley,  the  Vice-President,  and  the  President ;  agaicst, 
Messrs.  Turkington  and  Conyngham. 

Messrs,  Evans,  Lyons,  and  Hayes  did  not  vote. 

The  Assistants'  Association. 

A  letter  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Chemists'  and  Apothe- 
caries' Assistants'  Association  forwarded  a  resolution  th.trjk- 
ing  the  Council  for  their  grant  of  a  room  for  the  fortnightly 
meetings  of  the  Association,  and  asking  the  use  of  either 
the  council  chamber  or  the  examination  hall  for  their 
inaugural  meeting. 

This  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

The  Exhibition  at  Prague. 

A  letter  from  the  Executive  of  the  Second  International 
Pharmaceutical  Exhibition  which  is  to  take  place  in  Prague 
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from  August  15  to  September  15  next,  invited  the  Council  to 
participate  in  the  exhibition. 

The  School. 

A  report  of  the  School  Committee  recommended  that 
estimates  be  procured  for  certain  requisites  for  the  school. 

Mr.  Grindley:  If  the  school  is  increasing,  and  if  we  are 
to  spend  20?.  or  30Z.  for  augmenting  the  accommodation,  a 
higher  rent  should  be  paid. 

The  Vice-President  :  We  must  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  school  as  far  as  possible.  If  necessary,  the  rent  can 
be  increased. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Poisons  Schedule. 

The  Vice-President  gave  an  outline  in  committee  of 
proposals  for  the  amendment  of  Schedule  A  of  the  Poisons 
Act ;  and  in  order  to  meet  the  convenience  of  absent  mem- 
bers the  consideration  of  the  subject  was  adjourned. 

Elections. 

Mr.  Richard  A.  L  Wilson,  Church  Square,  Monaghan,  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Society,  and  Mr.  William  Doyle, 
Atblone,  and  Mr.  Redmond  Kerin,  Oranmore,  were  elected 
.associate  druggists. 

Other  business  having  been  disposed  of,  the  Council 
adi'ourasd. 


A  New  Photographic  Venture. 

Mr.  Alfred  Herzheim,  the  head  of  the  photographic 
.^department  cf  Scheiicg's  Chemische  Fabrik  in  Berlin,  has 
just  completed  the  erection  of  a  model  factory  specially 
devoted  to  the  preparation  of  gelatoid  papers  for  photo- 
graphy. Mr.  Herzheim  was  in  London  last  week  on  business 
of  his  firm  (for  the  Messrs.  Scherings  are  about  to  appear  as 
sellers  of  their  new  goods  in  the  British  market),  and  our 
representative  met  him  at  Messrs.  A.  &  M.  Zimmermann's 
office  in  Cross  Street,  St.  Mary  aV Hill.  From  Mr.  Herzheim 
we  learnt  that  the  gelatoid  papers  are  manufactured  under 
various  processes,  patented  by  Scheiing,  in  which  the 
hardening  properties  of  formic  aldehyde  play  a  conspicuous 
part. 

The  new  papers,  Mr.  Herzheim  maintains,  offer  advantages 
entirely  new  to  photography.  They  are  the  outcome  of 
the  inventive  spirit  of  Professor  Vogel  joined  to  his  own 
experience  as  a  manufacturer  of  photographic  papers.  As 
one  of  these  special  advantages  Mr.  Herzheim  mentions  that 
the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  extreme  temperature  of  the 
water,  either  warm  or  cold,  has  been  completely  overcome. 
Moreover,  the  film  is  unaffected  by  climatic  changes  or 
exposure  to  heat,  cold,  or  moisture,  and  the  prints  taken 
with  them  are  said  to  have  far  greater  permanency  and 
resisting  power  than  those  obtained  by  other  processes. 
The  details  of  the  negative  are  more  sharply  defined  than  in 
other  papers,  and  to  prove  this  assertion  Mr.  Herzheim 
showed  us  some  excellent  prints  made  abroad  as  well  as 
by  Messrs.  Ponlton  &  Sons  in  this  country. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  hitherto  the  quality  of  photo- 
graphic papers  for  scientific  research- work  has  left  much  to 
be  desired,  and  it  would  indeed  be  an  advantage  if  the  new 
papers  should  give  satisfaction  in  this  respect.  It  is  said 
that  the  new  papers  will  not  be  dearer  than  other  brands  in 
the  market. 

Labels  on  Tin. 

"  Now,  what  would  you  say  is  the  best  way  to  stick  labels 
•  on  tin  5  "  asked  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  (Kdburn)of  a  Chemist  and 
DRUGGIST  writer  the  other  day. 

"  Well,  varnish  the  tin  surface  with  any  thin  varnish — resin 
and  sandarac  in  spirit,  for  instance — dry,  then  stick  on  your 
gammed  label.    That  is  the  best  plan,  in  my  experience." 

"  I  have  a  better  one  than  that,  and  don't  mind  though  you 
make  it  known.    It  is  simply  an  acetic  solution  of  gelatine  ; 
:  2  oz  of  the  gelatine  to  8  oz  of  acetic  acid." 
"  Do  you  use  that  as  a  mucilage  5 " 

"  No ;  in  the  same  way  as  you  use  the  varnish,  but  I  think 
jsvl  need  the  acid  to  bite  into  the  tin — not  much,  jnst  a  little 


— so  as  to  secnre  the  coating  to  the  tin.  At  any  rate,  I  have 
to  label  a  lot  of  tins,  and  there  is  no  plan  I  have  found  so 
satisfactory." 

In  connection  with  this  it  is  worth  mentionitg  that  a  mere 
trace  of  formalin  multiplies  the  adhesiveness  cf  glue  about 
300  times— so  Mr.  August  Zimmermann  told  one  of  us  the 
other  day,  when  the  properties  of  formalin  were  under  dis- 
cussion. Can  this  fact  not  be  utilised  in  making  gelatine 
adhesive  paste?  A  drachm  of  formalin  to  the  pint  of 
mucilage  would  preserve  it,  and  at  the  same  time  make  it 
more  adhesive. 


per0onaIttiC0. 


Mr.  T.  F,  Best,  F.I  C,  &c,  has  been  appointed  manager 
of  Messrs.  Lofthouse  &  Saltmer's  laboratories  at  Hull,  in 
succession  to  the  late  Mr.  Linford. 

Mr  Fred.  H  Tully,  one  of  the  demonstrators  at  the 
Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  is  to  succeed  Mr.  Thomas 
Tickle  as  an  assistant  to  Professor  John  Attfield,  F.R.S. 

Mr.  P.  L.  Simmonds.  FX  S.,has  been  elected  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  as  a  mark 
of  respect  for  his  scientific  researches  and  acquirements. 

One  of  the  oldest  botanists  still  actively  engaged  in  their 
profession  is  Mr.  Charles  Moore,  the  Government  botanist  in 
New  South  Wales,  who  has  held  his  position  since  1847. 

Miss  Catherine  Febkins,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
MPS,  was  on  Saturday,  March  7,  appointed  dispenser  to 
the  Small  Heath  branch  of  the  Birmingham  and  General 
Dispensary. 

Mr.  Charles  T.  Sellens,  chemist  and  druggist,  High 
Street,  Lydd  (Kent),  has  been  elected  for  the  eleventh  year 
one  of  the  borough  auditors.  He  was  returned  at  the  head  of 
the  poll  with  116  votes. 

Mr.  George  Cleminson  Cockroft,  from  Messrs.  Bognall 
&  Wilcock's,  chemists  and  druggists,  Lancaster,  has  been 
appointed  dispenser  at  the  Lancaster  New  Infirmary,  which 
is  to  be  opened  by  the  Dake  and  Duchess  of  York  on 
March  24. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Park,  of  Motley,  Plymouth,  President  of  the 
Plymouth  and  District  Chemists.'  Association,  has  been 
nominated  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  His  supporters 
recommend  him  as  a  repiesentative  of  the  West  of  England 
to  replace  Mr.  Schacht. 

Mr.  Robert  Drane,  chemist  and  druggist,  Cardiff,  who 
for  the  past  twenty- five  years  has  made  china- hunting  his 
hobby,  delivered  an  interestirjg  lecture  on  Saturday  evening, 
at  the  new  galleries  of  the  South  Wales  Art  Society,  Cardiff, 
on  the  subject  of  "  Old  China." 

Mr.  H.  J.  Davenport,  son  of  Mr.  Horace  Davenport,  did 
the  mile  at  Cambridge  last  Saturday  in  4  28?,  and  came 
in  first ;  he  also  won  the  half-mile  race  in  1.59  Mr.  Daven- 
port is  one  of  the  Cambridge  team  which  will  oppose  the 
dark  blue3  at  the  annual  sports  this  summer. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Havton,  chemist,  Wigton,  has  recently  made 
a  phonograph  ia  his  own  workshop.  A  local  reporter  says 
it  is  beautifully  finished,  and  is  of  handsome  appearance. 
It  took  Mr.  Hayton  ten  months  to  complete  it — in  his  spare 
time,  of  course.  The  motor  is  driven  by  electricity,  which  is 
obtained  from  a  large  dynamo  that  provides  the  electric 
light  with  which  Mr.  Haj  ton's  establishment  is  fitted 
throughout.  Amongst  the  local  records  that  Mr.  Hayton  has 
secured  are  the  chimes  of  the  Highmoor  bells  and  several 
selections  by  the  Wigton  Volunteer  Band.  In  addition  he 
has  a  good  selection  of  American  records,  and  is  continually 
adding  to  his  repertoire.  Mr.  Hayton  made  the  phonograph 
for  his  own  amusement,  but  he  will  be  glad  to  allow  it  to  be 
used  at  bazaars  and  other  affairs  for  the  benefit  of  objects  in 
the  town.  Mr.  Hayton  told  the  reporter  that  he  did  not 
find  the  electric  light  he  uses  any  dearer  than  gas,  while  it  is 
certainly  safer. 


An  American  dental  paper  has  found  it  necessary  to  ex- 
plain to  its  readers  what  11  glycerol "  is. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  last  London  evening  meetirg  of  the  present  session  was 
held  in  the  examination  hall,  Bloomsbury  Square,  on  Tuesday 
evening.  The  attendance  was  above  the  average,  and  the 
tone  of  the  meeting  was,  on  the  whole,  better  than  usual. 
One  feels  more  at  home  in  the  hall  than  in  the  lecture  theatre, 
but  whether  this  is  due  to  the  whole  audience  meeting  on  one 
level,  or  the  fact  that  Tuesday  evening's  proceedings  were 
pharmaceutical  and  exceptionally  interesting,  it  is  difficult 
to  say,  but  certainly  there  is  hope,  after  the  experience  of 
the  present  session,  of  a  recrudescence  of  popularity  for  these 
meetings.  If,  during  the  next  session,  the  new  British 
Pharmacopoeia  should  fee  the  light,  we  may  anticipate  a 
complete  return  to  the  kind  of  meetings  common  seven  or 
eight  years  since.  The  first  communication  on  Tuesday 
evening  was  by  Mr.  William  Martindale,  on 

Pharmaceutical  Preparations  of  Phosphorus. 

After  referring  to  the  fact  that  phosphorus  has  been  used  in 
medicine  for  a  century  and  a  half,  and  stating  that  its  oxides 
are  relatively  not  so  poisonous  as  the  element  itself  (in  which 
characteristic  it  resembles  arsenic),  Mr.  Martindale  proceeded 
to  mention  some  of  the  properties  of  vitreous  or  stick  phos- 
phorus. It  is  soluble  to  the  extent  of  about  1  in  320  of 
absolute  alcohol,  1  in  200  of  absolute  ether,  1  in  50  of  chloro- 
form, 1  in  100  of  Dutch  liquid,  and  1  in  100  of  most  fixed 
oils  and  fats.  It  is  also  freely  soluble  in  essential  oils  and 
melted  resins.  His  first  experience  of  phosphorus  prepara- 
tions was  the  manufacture  of  phosphorus  paste,  which,  as 
an  apprentice,  he  had  made  by  melting  phosphorus  in  warm 
water,  shaking  until  cold  in  order  to  comminute  it,  then 
adding  barley-meal  and  other  ingredients  to  form  a  paste. 
The  paste  is  supposed  to  prevent  decomposition  of  the 
animal's  bodies.  The  author  then  referred  to  the  various 
official  and  unofficial  medicinal  preparations  of  phosphorus, 
excellent  specimens  of  most  of  them  being  exhibited  and 
handed  round  the  room.  Then  followed  comments  upon  them 
in  the  following  order  : — 

Oleum  Phosplioratum,  B  P  — One  per  cent,  in  prepared 
almond  oil.  The  dose  is  excessive,  and  the  preparation  so 
nauseous  that  it  is  refused  by  the  profession  and  public  as 
medicine.  It  is  very  good  to  use  as  a  toy  to  make  things 
luminous  in  the  dark.  Redwood  suggested  that  the  oil 
should  be  emulsified  with  yolk  of  egg.  Sec,  which  is  imprac- 
ticable. The  oil  is  best  given  as  perles,  cr  it  may  be  made 
into  Phosphorated  Cod-liver  oil  by  addiDg  1  part  to  79  parts 
of  cod-liver  oil.  This  is  a  good  preparation,  but  unpalatable. 
The  author  puts  it  up  in  capsules,  coloured  reddish,  so  as  to 
hide  the  discoloration  of  the  surface  of  the  oil  which  in- 
evitably takes  place. 

JEther  Phosphoratus — A  French  Codex  preparation,  made 
by  shaking  1  part  of  phosphorus  with  50  parts  of  ether 
(by  weight),  and  after  a  month  decanting.  It  is  unsightly 
and  a  bad  preparation. 

Spiritvs  Phosphori,  US  P. — Made  by  boiling  1  2  gramme 
of  phosphorus  with  sufficient  absolute  alcohol  to  make  a  litre 
of  solution.  It  is  used  for  making  an  elixir,  but  is  unstable 
and  unsatisfactory,  reasons  which  compelled  the  abandon- 
ment here  of  a  similar  preparation  twenty  years  ago. 

Jr.  Phosphori  Co  ,  B  P  C,  made  by  dissolving  3  gr.  of 
phosphorus  in  5  drachms  of  chloroform  and  adding 
25  drachms  of  chloroform,  is  a  preparation  which  soon 
becomes  acid.  When  diluted  with  four  times  its  volume  of 
glycerine  Elixir  phosphori  is  produced,  which  is  also  very 
apt  to  oxidise. 

Various  other  formulas  for  liquid  preparations  of  phos- 
phorus have  been  brought  forward.  The  late  Mr.  John 
Williams  proposed  a  solution  of  phosphorus  in  glycerine, 
which  when  warmed  dissolves  it  easily,  then  adding  alcohol, 
whereby  a  preparation  said  to  represent  ^  gr.  in  a  drachm  is 
obtained,  but  Mr.  Martindale's  experience  is  that  much  of  the 
phosphorus  is  thrown  out  on  cooling.  This  is  a  modiBcation 
of  Ashburton  Thompson's  pref  cription.  Mr.  Urwick  several 
years  ago  suggested  a  liquor  phosphori  albmnatus,  an  emul- 
sion with  white  of  egg,  sugar,  Sea.,  and  although  it  seems 
to  exhibit  free  phosphorus  admirably  it  is  an  unsightly  pre- 
paration.   On  the  whole  Mr.  Martindale  thought  that,  while 


liquid  preparations  of  phosphorus  are  undoubtedly  to  be 
desired,  most  of  those  brought  forward  are  unstable. 

Pihilce  Phosphori  were  then  discussed,  reference  being 
n>ade  first  to  John  Bell  &  Co.'s  method  of  making  them  by 
dissolving  the  phosphorus  in  suet.  The  author  prefers  cocoa 
butter,  and  gives  a  formula  in  the  Extra  Pharmacopoeia  with 
it  as  a  basis.  He  now  submitted  the  following  formulas  and 
commented  upon  them  : — 


B.  P. 

Phosphorus     ..       ..  3 
Balsam  of  tolu..       ..  120 
Yellow  wax     . .       . .  57 
Keep  in  water,  and  when  dis- 
pensed add 

Curd  soap       . .       . .  90 

Spirit  q.s. 

3  gr.  =  s*y  gr.  phosphorus. 

Pi.  H.  Pakker. 

Phosphorus     . .       . .  q.s. 

•    Bisulphide  of  carbon  . .  30 

Liquorice  . .  . .  24 
Glycerine  ..  ..  4 
Tragacanth     . .       . .  2 

Syrup   q.s. 

For  24  pills. 


AlLEN  &  HANBURYS. 

Phosphorus 
Bisulphide  of  carbon.. 
Hard  soap 
Res.  guaiac.  .. 
Glycerine        ..  .. 
Liquorice 
2  gr.  =  J7  Sv-  phosphorus 


Maetixdai.e. 
Phosphorus  . .  . .  1 
Oil  oE  tbeobroma  ..  490 
Bisulphide  of  carbon..  200 
Or  q.s.  to  ..  ..750 
Take  of  above  Sol.  . .  54 
Acacia   . .       . .       . .  18 

Syrup  18 

Divide  into  24  pills. 

3  gr.  =  3^  gr.  phosphorus. 

Allen  &  Hanburys'  formula  works  well  on  the  large  scale' 
but  the  presence  of  resin  is  objectionable,  as  it  tends  to 
make  the  pill  undigestible,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  the 
B  P.  pill  is  an  utter  failure.  Mr.  Parker's  formula  is  good, 
but  the  phosphorus  is  not  in  solution.  His  own  formula, 
now  suggested  for  the  first  time,  is  thus  worked 10  grs. 
phosphorus  is  dissolved  in  200  fl.  grs.  of  purified  carbon 
bisulphide,  and  490  grs.  of  shredded  cocoa-butter  added  and 
dissolved  by  shaking;  then  the  solutionis  made  up  to 
750  fl.  grs.  with  bisulphide.  The  solution  keeps  indefinitely, 
but  it  is  apt  to  become  solid  in  cold  weather ;  the  heat  of 
the  hand,  however,  suffices  to  liquefy  it.  The  desired  quan- 
tity of  it  is  mixed  with  powdered  acacia,  stirred  for  a  little 
and  the  syrup  added,  when  a  mass  suitable  for  rolling  is 
soon  produced.  The  pills  may  be  varnished  with  sacdarac, 
but  should  be  thoroughly  dried  after  varnishing,  otherwise 
they  may  stick  together  in  the  bottle.  They  keep  well  if 
the  coating  is  perfect.  They  also  take  the  pearl  coating 
well.  The  pills  are  more  easily  made,  more  quickly  assimi- 
lated, and  do  not  cause  so  much  disturbance  as  others.  Mr. 
Martindale  has  put  them  to  a  number  o£  tests,  and  he  re- 
ferred to  the  objections  which  may  be  urged  against  the 
mass,  particularly  its  comparative  softness.  This,  he  said, 
can  be  obviated  by  using  glucose  instead  of  syrup,  and  as 
to  the  permanence  of  the  pill  in  warm  climates,  he  could 
only  say  that  he  had  carried  one  in  the  pocket  without 
affecting  it,  and  when  put  in  water  at  90°  F.,  a  pill  did 
not  fall.  Other  points  of  minor  importance  were  referred 
to,  and  the  paper  was  concluded  with  a  reference  to  pre- 
pared suet.  .  . 

Mr.  R.  H.  Parker  started  the  discussion  by  questioning  if 
a  theobroma  mass  is  a  favourable  one  fcr  mixing  with 
aqueous  extracts.  He  would  have  preferred  a  1  in  100  mass 
to  a  1  in  75  one.  so  as  to  facilitate  division.  He  objected  to 
having  an  official  solution  for  pill  making.  One  could  never 
be  sure  in  hot  weather  of  its  strength  owing  to  the  volatility 
of  the  bisulphide,  and  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  pills  should 
be  made  ab  initio  with  a  nice,  piece  of  clean  phosphorus. 
There  was  no  objection  to  his  own  formula,  except  a  small  trace 
of  bisulphide  in  the  mass,  but  one  could  not  find  that  with- 
out cutting  the  mass  in  two,  and  that  was  a  thing  patients 
were  not  in  the  habit  of  doing.  (Laughter.)  At  all  events  he 
would  submit  a  sample  of  the  pills  made  in  the  ordinary  way 
of  business  to  day.  Three  pharmaceutical  noses  had  failed 
to  smell  bisulphide  in  them,  and  he  banded  the  samples  to 
the  President  to  see  whether  he  could  detect  the  odour.  He 
cculd  not. 

Mr.  Joseph  Ikce  agreed  with  Mr.  Parker  that  it  was  un- 
desirable to  have  a  solution  for  a  mass,  and  that  it  is  best  to 
start  ab  initio.  The  B.P.  pill  is  positively  dangerous.  He 
preferred  Allen  &z  Hanburys'  foimula.  He  proceeded  to 
speak  of  the  use  of  phosphcius  in  cases  of  mania.  He 
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had  been  asked  years  ago  to  compound  the  following 
prescription : — 

Strychnine  ..       ..       ...  gr. 

Phosphori     ..  ..  ,    ...    gr. -Jj 

Tr.  ferri  mur.  P.L.  ..       ..      ...      ...  ltlxx. 

Chloroformi  ..       ...       ..       ...      .  .^lllyj. 

...    '  '  S.V.R.  ad      ..       ..       ...   I    ,..'„     ..  Sj. 

This  was  made  by  dissolving  the  phosphorus  in  the  chloro- 
form and  the  strychnine  in  the  spirit,  mixing  the  two 
solutions  and  adding  the  tincture.  Tr.  ferri  perchlor.  B.P. 
is  useless,  because  it  contains  too  much  water.  The  solution 
kept  clear  and  good  for  five  months,  and  would  keep  for 
years.  Another  preparation  of  an  aromatic  nature  was 
wanted,  and  that  he  made  by  dissolving  the  phosphorus  in 
oil  of  cloves. 

The  Presidbnt  asked  Mr.  Ince  if  he  knew  whether  these 
preparations  did  good  or  not. 

Mr.  Ince  replied  that  they  were  prescribed  by  Forbes 
Winslow,  who  would  not  have  continued  using  them  if  no 
advantage  had  followed. 

Dr.  Harrington  Sainsbury,  on  the  invitation  of  the 
President,  said  that  he  could  add  nothing.  It  was  interest- 
ing to  medical  men  to  learn  how  things  should  be  admini- 
stered, but  doctors  very  frequently  put  on  prescriptions 
secundem  artem,  and  he  now  learnt  how  much  that  put  upon 
the  pharmacist.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  MacEwan  said  his  only  doubt  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Martindale's  formula  was  its  suitability  for  manufacture  on 
the  large  scale.  He  thought  that  official  formulas  for  pills 
should  be  equally  good  for  retail  and  wholesale  scales  of  manu- 
facture. He  had  found  Mr.  Parker's  method  satisfactory, 
especially  if  the  liquorice  were  damped  before  adding  the 
phosphorus  solution ;  this  prevented  ignition.  He  did  not 
think  Mr.  Parker's  objection  to  a  solution  was  serious,  as 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  preserving  etherial  solutions  if 
proper  means  were  taken  to  prevent  evaporation.  He  had 
had  some  experience  in  making  Ashburton  Thompson's 
solution,  both  by  the  original  method  and  by  Mr.  John 
Wilhams's  modification.  The  latter  made  the  solution  in  as 
many  minutes  as  it  took  hours  by  the  old  way,  and  it  con- 
tained more  free  phosphorus,  but  some  was  deposited  on 
cooling.  The  only  objection  in  his  mind  to  the  adoption  of 
Mr.  Williams's  method  was  that  the  product  contained  com- 
paratively little  phosphorus  oxides,  whereas  by  Thompson's 
own  method  the  solution  contained  much  of  these  and  little 
free  phosphorus,  and  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  the 
oxides  might  do  as  much  good  as  the  free  stuff.  He  did 
not  think  that  the  solution  referred  to  by  Mr.  Ince  could 
possibly  contain  any  free  phosphorus  at  the  end  of  five 
months. 

Mr.  Collier  stated  that  the  demand  for  preparations  of 
phosphorus  had  ceased  at  Guy's  Hospital.  Was  that  not 
the  experience  elsewhere  ?  The  B  P.  pill  was  not  soluble, 
and  when  used  at  Guy's  they  had  found  the  motions  of 
patients  to  be  luminous  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  Wretts  (John  Bell  &  Co.)  said  that  there  is  still  a 
considerable  demand  for  phosphorus  pills,  and  he  thought 
that  phosphoretted  suet  was  best  for  making  them.  Mr. 
Parker's  plan  was  all  right  in  winter,  but  in  the  hot  days  of 
summer  a  good  deal  of  oxidation  took  place. 

Mr.  Martindale,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  stated  that 
there  is  still  a  good  demand  for  free  phosphorus  prepara- 
tions. As  to  the  question  regarding  the  adaptability  of 
his  mass  for  the  large  scale,  he  said  that  it  pipes  well  even 
with  a  press,  but  in  cutting  with  a  rotary  machine  it  was  apt 
to  clog  the  grooves.  If  the  mass  was  made  with  glucose  and 
less  gum  it  was  better  adapted  for  the  large  scale.  In  reply 
to  Mr.  Parker's  objections  he  said  that  extracts  mixed  well  with 
the  mass,  and  the  1  in  75  strength  happens  to  be  the  strength 
in  which  the  theobroma  and  bisulphide  are  best  balanced. 
The  fat  prevents  the  evaporation  of  the  bisulphide. 

The  President,  in  conveying  the  thanks  of  the  meeting 
to  Mr.  Martindale,  said  that  of  all  drugs  phosphorus  most 
puzzled  him.  He  could  not  conceive  how  it  acts,  but  that  it 
is  regarded  with  favour  is  undoubted,  and  it  was  desirable 
to  give  it  in  as  free  a  state  as  possible.  He  thought  Mr. 
Martindale  had  accomplished  that  object.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Alkaline  Carbonates. 
Mr.  Bottle  (Dover)  then  exhibited  to  the  meeting  a 
ample  of  scum  which  had  formed  on  a  new  steam-boiler 


and  choked  the  supply-pips,  which  happened  to  be  at  the 
top  instead  of  the  bottom,  as  is  usual.  The  scum  he  had 
found  to  be  calcium  carbonate  in  a  very  light  condition.  It 
floated  on  water  just  like  Gregory's  powder,  and  was  as 
difficult  to  mix.  The  carbonate  was  crystalline,  which  seemed 
a  novel  fact  to  him,  and  he  asked  the  President  if  it  could 
be  an  intermediate  carbonate. 

The  President  replied  that  the  point  was  interesting, 
and  recalled  to  him  experiments  which  he  had  made  a  good 
many  years  ago.  Then  he  had  made  a  number  of  experi- 
ments with  the  earthy  carbonates — lime  and  magnesia 
especially — and  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  the  bicarbonates  of  lime  and  magnesia 
referred  to  in  text-books  thirty-five  years  ago,  if  not  now. 
The  carbonate  which  he  had  crystallised  out  of  the  solutions 
was  a  hydrous  carbonate,  and  all  the  "  bicarbonates "  of 
magnesia  and  lime  which  he  had  examined  were  hydrous 
carbonates.' 

Mr.  MacEwan  said  that  much  of  the  precipitated  chalk 
was  obtained  from  hard  waters  in  the  softening  process. 
There  were  light  and  heavy  varieties  on  the  market,  both 
crystalline,  and  he  suggested  that  these  should  be  examined 
by  someone.  In  reply  to  the  President  he  said  he  thought, 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  chalk  was  made,  that  it  was 
crystalline  from  the  first. 

Mr.  Bottle,  referring  to  the  President's  statement,  said 
he  hardly  knew  how  to  recognise  the  non-chemical  union 
of  the  lime  and  carbonic  acid  in  waters,  for  in  distilling 
water  it  took  a  long  time  to  get  rid  of  the  carbonic  acid 
gas. 

The  President  said,  in  the  words  of  an  old  professor  of 
his,  "  you  don't  know  what's  inside."  (Laughter  )  His  ex- 
periments taught  him  that  it  is  open  to  doubt  if  perfectly 
normal  magnesium  carbonate  is  soluble  in  water  and  car- 
bonic acid  gas.  The  solution  of  commercial  magnesium 
carbonates  is  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  magnesium 
hjdroxide  in  them.  He  had  tried  various  means  to  find 
earthy  bicarbonates  conformable  to  the  early  notion,  but 
could  not  prove  their  existence. 

Eontgen  Photographs. 

The  President  then  stat3d  that,  by  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
Swinton,  the  Victoria  Street  electrical  engineer,  who  was  the 
first  in  this  country  to  take  photographs  with  Eoatgen  rays, 
Professor  Greenish  would  show  about  a  score  of  these  by 
the  oxyhydrogen  lantern.  This  was  then  done,  the  Presi- 
dent naming  each  object  as  it  was  thrown  upon  the  screen. 
Amongst  them  were  pictures  of  hands,  feet,  sole,  plaice, 
frog,  rat,  a  puppy  two  days'  old,  and  "  the  last  one  is  a 
human  skull "  (remarked  the  President) — but  it  turned  out 
to  be  a  good  photograph  of  Mr.  Carteighe  himself,  with  Mr. 
Eichard  Bremridge  by  his  side.  This  was  withdrawn,  and  Mr. 
Swinton's  head  took  its  place.  The  stereoscopic  effect  of  the 
lantern  showed  the  pictures  in  such  relief  that  it  was  pos- 
sible to  distinguish  the  parts  of  the  objects  with  fair  pre- 
cision, and  that  the  flat  pictures  printed  give  but  a  faint  idea 
of  the  effect  of  the  photographs. 


CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 

Last  week's  meeting  was  a  phenomenal  one,  so  far  as 
attendance  and  proceedings  are  concerned,  and  those  who 
were  not  posted  in  regard  to  the  extraordinary  business 
wondered  why  the  room  became  so  well  filled  as  the  time 
for  opening  drew  on.  The  fact  was  widely  known  that  a 
paper  on  the  subject  of  the  hour — the  Eontgen  rays — would 
be  read,  and  most  probably  an  experimental  demonstration 
given.  So  excited  were  some  about  this  paper  that  a  number 
of  Fellows  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  in  the 
afternoon,  expecting  it  to  be  read  there ;  but  Mr.  Herbert 
Jacbson,  who  had  begun  the  work  of  which  it  formed  part 
aided  by  a  grant  from  the  Chemical  Society,  thought  it  most 
fitting  to  bring  the  results  before  it  in  the  first  place.  The 
first  paper  on  the  list  was  by  Professor  H.  B.  Dixon,  Mr. 
Strange  and  Mr.  Graham,  on 

The  Explosion  of  Cyanogen. 

The  investigation  was  in  continuation  of  Professor  Dixon's 
previous  work,  in  which  he  had  shown  that  cyanogen  pro- 
bably burns  first  to  carbonic  oxide,  and  secondly  to  carbonic 
acid,  the  latter  being  conditioned  by  the  presence  of  water. 
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The  rate  of  explosion  of  cyanogen  with  an  excess  of  oxygen 
was  measured,  and  photographs  of  the  jets  of  flame 
projected  from  the  ends  of  long  tabes  containing  the  ex- 
plosive mixtures  were  taken  with  the  object  of  studying  the 
intensity  and  duration  of  the  flame  following  the  explosive 
wave  largely  consisting  of  the  carbonic  oxide  burning  to 
carbonic  acid  gas.  The  result  of  this  experiment  with  (1) 
equal  volumes  of  cyanogen  and  oxygen,  and  (2)  one  volume 
of  cyanogen  and  two  of  oxygen,  was  to  show  that  1  gave  a 
brighter  flame  and  clearer  photograph  than  2.  This  and 
other  facts  agree  with  the  view  that  cyanogen  burns  first  to 
carbonic  oxide,  and  that  the  formation  of  carbonic  acid  is  a 
secondary  action. 

The  paper  over,  the  President  rose  and  said  that,  in  view 
of  the  interesting  nature  of  one  of  the  papers  on  the  list,  he 
proposed  to  call  on  Mr.  Jackson  to  read  his  paper  on 

The  Use  of  some  Phosphorescent  Substances  in 
rendering  visible  the  rontgen  rays, 

deferring  the  discussion  on  Professor  Dixon's  paper  to  the 
end  of  the  other  papers  he  had  to  read.  Mr.  Jackson's 
paper  was  short.  It  spoke  of  the  studies  he  had  been 
making  on  phosphorescent  bodies  with  the  view  of  con- 
necting the  light  they  emit  with  the  spectra  they  give  when 
heated.  Amongst  these  bodies  he  had  prepared  the  whole 
series  of  the  platino-cyanides,  and  he  had  long  known  that 
they  were  excited  to  luminosity  by  the  rays  from  a  highly 
exhausted  vacuum  vessel.  Mr.  Jackson  then  described  the 
form  of  vessel  he  used,  having  for  one  pole  a  spherical  cup, 
for  the  other  a  mirror  set  at  an  angle  of  45°  to  the  axis  of 
the  cup  Mr.  Jackson  stated  that  the  rays  came  off  from 
the  cup  at  right  angles,  and  thus  formed  a  focus  at  the 
centre  of  the  sphere.  What  was,  however,  remarkable  was 
that  after  forming  this  focus  the  rays  did  not  diverge  in  the 
manner  of  waves,  but  remained  parallel  in  a  beam.  The  dis- 
tance of  the  anode  from  the  cathode  was  immaterial,  provided 
that  the  mirror  was  beyond  the  focus ;  a  few  inches  or  2  feet 
seemed  to  make  no  difference.  This  pointed  in  his  opinion 
to  something  resembling  the  "  radiant  matter  "  of  Crookes. 
The  author  then  briefly  touched  on  various  theories  of  the 
rays  propounded,  and  turned  to  the  table  where  the  disc  lay. 
It  was  an  ordinary  sheet  of  paper,  blackened  on  one  side, 
and  on  the  other  painted  over  with  a  solution  of  potassium 
platino-cyanide,  which,  he  explained,  must  be  kept  moist. 
The  lights  were  now  turned  down,  and  Mr.  Jackson  gave  an 
experimental  demonstration  which  will  banish  the  prover- 
bial "  seeing  through  a  brick  wall "  as  a  test  of  extraordinary 
cleverness.  As  soon  as  the  eye  became  accustomed  to  the 
dim  light,  one  saw  on  the  screen  the  now  familiar  bones  of 
the  hand  and  arm,  the  still  unfamiliar  motion  of  the  small 
bones  of  the  hand — never  thoroughly  explained — the  con- 
tents of  a  closed  box,  a  broken  file  through  its  handle,  a 
fountain-pen  through  its  case,  &c. 

When  the  lights  were  turned  up  the  President  announced 
that  Mr.  Jackson  would  give  a  demonstration  at  the  close 
of  the  evening,  an  announcement  received  with  cheers. 

Professor  Armstrong  spoke  a  few  words  of  congratula- 
tion to  Mr.  Jackson,  bearing  witness  to  the  work  that  he  had 
seen,  of  the  same  nature  as  this  now  published,  in  hia 
laboratory — work  that  was  scientific  in  its  origin,  as  the 
result  of  a  well-considered  train  of  thought. 

Sir  Joseph  Lister,  the  President  of  the  Royal  Society, 
rose,  on  the  President's  invitation,  and  spoke  a  few  words  on 
the  importance  of  Mr  Jackson's  work,  since  it  even  afforded 
some  hope  of  photographing  through  large  masses  of  flesh, 
and  thus  diagnosing  the  presence  of  renal  calculi. 

Mr.  Vernon  Harcourt  then  called  on  Professor  Dixon 
to  read  his  second  paper, 

On  the  Mode  op  Formation  of  Carbonic  Acid  in 
the  Burning  of  Carbon  Compounds. 

It  consisted  of  a  series  of  criticisms  of  the  various  theories 
put  forward  to  explain  the  action  of  water  in  the  combination 
of  carbonic  oxide  and  oxygen  to  form  carbonic-acid  gas. 
Professor  Armstrong's  eltctrolyte  theory,  requiring  the  con- 
tact  of  five  molecules — or  at  least  three— for  chemical 
change  to  take  place,  was  first  criticised.  The  main  diffi- 
culty was  the  rate  of  explosion — 1,738  metres  per  second. 
Professor  J.  J.  Thomson's  theory,  that  water  vapour  formed 
liquid  particles  in  the  explosion  wave,  on  the  surface  of 


which  the  oxygen  molecule  was  dissociated,  was  then 
rejected.  Mendelueff's  theory,  that  carbonic  oxide  cannot 
combine  directly  with  oxygen,  because  all  gases  combine 
only  in  equal  volumes,  was  shown  to  be  unfounded ;  an 
electric  spark  will  not  kindle  a  mixture  of  dried  carbonic 
oxide  and  nitrous  oxide  (mixed  in  equal  volumes),  but  the 
addition  of  a  trace  of  steam  renders  the  mixture  explosive. 
Lastly,  Lothar  Meyer  and  Bekeloff's  theory  was  examined 
and  rejected,  Professor  Dixon  thinking  that  Bunsen  and 
Deville's  theory  of  the  dissociation  of  carbonic  acid  limiting 
the  combination  of  carbonic  oxide  and  oxygen  was  most 
probably  the  correct  one. 

Professor  Armstrong  and  Mr.  H.  Baker,  when  called  on 
by  the  President,  took  part  in  the  discussion,  but  added 
little  to  it.    The  next  paper  was  short. 

The  Explosion  of  Chlorine  Peroxide. 

The  explosive  wave  travels  at  a  rate  of  over  1,000  metres 
per  second,  the  mixed  ga9es,  chlorine  peroxide  and  oxygen, 
being  passed  up  through  a  tube  33  feet  long,  inclined  at  an 
angle  of  30°.  Dr.  Bone  then  gave  a  short  account  of  his 
paper  on 

The  Union  of  Carbon  and  Hydrogen, 

but,  as  it  was  already  late,  and  the  Fellows  were  anxious  to 
get  to  the  experimental  demonstration  promised  them,  Dr. 
Bone  did  not  say  much.  Using  all  precautions,  he  found 
that  when  carbon  is  heated  to  redness  in  pure  dry  hydrogen 
it  forms,  besides  acetylene  and  traces  of  other  gases,  an 
appreciable  quantity  of  marsh  gas. 

The  remaining  papers  on  the  list  — "  Note  on  the 
aa,  Dimethylglutaric  Acids,"  by  W.  A.  Bone  and  W.  H. 
Perkin,  jun. ;  "  The  Symmetrical  Dimethylsuccinic  Acids," 
by  W.  A.  Bone  and  W.  H.  Perkin,  jun. ;  and  "  The  Cis-  and 
Transmethylisoproplysuccinic  Acids,-'  by  W.  H.  Bentley, 
W.  H.  Perkin,  jun.,  and  J.  F.  Thorpe — were  taken  as  read; 
and  the  meeting  crowded  round  the  table  to  gaze  its  full  at 
Mr.  Jackson's  experiments. 


LIVERPOOL  PHARMACEUTICAL  STUDENTS' 
SOCIETY. 

This  Society  met  on  March  5,  the  President,  Mr.  T.  gS.  Wokes, 
in  the  chair.  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  jun.,  drew  attention  to  the 
dispensing  difficulty  Mr.  R  H.  Mitchell  had  brought  forward 
at  the  last  meeting  :  a  mixture  containing  : — 

Ferri  quin.  cit. . .  ..  gr.  80 

Butyl-chloral,  hyd   gr.  90 

Tr.  gelsemii   in.  120  • 

Aq.  ad   Svilj. 

which,  when  dispensed,  gave  a  glutinous  precipitate  which 
adhered  to  the  sides  of  the  bottle.  Mr.  Mitchell  advised  the 
use  of  mucilage.  Mr.  Wyatt  had  found,  however,  that  if  the 
butyl  choral  hydrate  were  first  dissolved  in  51V.  of  glycerine 
and  5'i.  of  water  by  the  aid  of  heat,  and  when  cold  added  to 
the  rest  of  the  ingredients  and  dissolved  in  the  remainder  of 
the  water,  a  mixture  was  produced  with  only  a  slight 
opalesence,  and  with  but  a  scanty  precipitate,  after  standing 
four  or  five  days,  this  precipitate  easily  mixing  again  on 
shaking.  The  use  of  the  glycerine  could  scarcely  be  objected 
to  considering  the  affection  for  which  the  mixture  was 
evidently  intended.  Alcohol  would  be  inadmissible,  as  butyl 
chloral  hydrate  would  doubtless  be  as  prone  to  form  an  oily 
alcoholate  as  ordinary  chloral  was.  [This  was  proved  to  be 
so  in  a  short  paper  published  in  this  journal  a  year  or  two 
ago.— Ed  C.  4'  i>.] 

An  exhibition  of  photographic  slides  by  members  followed. 
Mr.  Wardleworth  led  off  with  some  views  taken  in  Spain 
during  a  recent  visit ;  Mr.  R.  H.  Mitchell  followed  with  some 
artistic  shots  taken  nearer  home,  and  Mr.  Penketh  concluded 
by  throwing  on  the  screen  some  excellent  views  taken  in  the 
Isle  of  Man. 


PLYMOUTH  AND  DISTRICT  JUNIOR  CHEMISTS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

A  lecture  on  "  The  Metric  System  "  was  given  by  Mr.  J. 
Kinton  Bond,  B.A.,  B.Sc,  before  the  members  of  the  above 
Association,  on  March  5.     Mr.  C.  J.  Park  presided.  The 
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author  considered  that  the  adoption  of  the  system  in  England 
was  not  far  distant. 


EDINBURGH  CHEMISTS',  ASSISTANTS',  AND 
APPRENTICES'  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  Friday,  March  6,  Mr.  A.  S.  Birnie 
read  a  paper  on  "  The  Darwinian  Theory,"  after  which  Mr. 
A.  Thwaites  read  one  on  "  Fluid  Extracts,"  in  which  he  ad- 
vocated the  process  of  percolation  as  preferable  to  the  present 
official  methods, 


GLASGOW   AND   WEST    OF    SCOTLAND  PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL ASSOCIATION. 
At  the  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  on  March  5,  Mr. 
W.  L.  Currie  presiding. 

Scottish  Judges  and  Pharmacy  Prosecutions. 

Mr.  Cuerie  reported  that  the  executive  had  drawn  up  the 
following  memorial  to  be  sent  to  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society : — 

We,  the  members  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  urge  upon  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  the  advisability  of  directing  the  attention  of  the  Home  Office  to 
the  manner  in  which  pharmacy  cases  are  represented  in  the  Scottish  Law 
Courts.  In  our  opinion  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  to  whom  the  en- 
forcement of  these  Acts  has  bean  entrusted,  is  unduly  hampered  in  its 
administration,  and  its  purpose  in  prosecuting  offenders  is  misrepresented 
by  Judges,  so  that  the  public  sympathies  are  abused,  and  convictions 
against  offenders  are  not  represented  by  the  Bench  in  a  manner  calculated 
to  prevent  further  offences  or  to  give  due  significanc;  to  the  fact  that  the 
law  has  been  infringed.  These  circumstances  are  subversive  of  a  due 
regard  for  the  observance  of  the  law,  and  wanting  in  the  spirit  of  equity. 
We  particularly  cite  the  following  trials: — (1)  October  23,  at  Dundee, 
before  Sheriff -Substitute Campbell  Smith,  in  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  versus  Stewart,  and  also  on  the  25th  versus  Finlayson ;  (2)  on 
October  26,  at  Edinburgh,  before  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  Lord  Young,  and 
Lord  Trayner,  in  the  appeal  case  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  versus  Turnbull 
and  versus  Hume  ;  and  (3)  on  December  10,  at  Glasgow,  before  Sheriff- 
Substitute  Fyfe,  in  the  case  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  versus  Kerr. 
From  these  cases  it  will  be  seen  that  comments  made  and  modified 
penalties  inflicted  are  calculated  to  negative  the  goal  effects  sought  to  be 
produced  by  securing  convictions. 

Mr.  Laing  said  he  wa3  in  a  large  degree  responsible  for 
the  resolution.  He  had  been  glad  to  see  that  their  idea  had 
been  backed  up  by  such  an  influential  journal  as  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  which  commented  in  severe  terms 
upon  the  action  of  the  Scotch  judges. 

It  was  agreed  to  forward  the  memorial. 

The  Recent  Dance. 

It  was  reported  that  from  the  recent  dance  there  was  a 
balance  of  over  51.,  and  the  Chairman  said  that  the  success 
of  the  gathering  financially  and  so3ially  reflected  great  credit 
on  the  energetic  convener  of  committee,  Mr.  McKellar.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  McKellar. 

Aromatic  Waters. 

Mr.  Alex.  Boyd  submitted  a  short  note  on  aromatic 
waters.  He  said  it  was  admitted  that  distillation  is  the 
best  method  for  preparing  aromatic  waters  ;  but  for  conveni- 
ence sake  other  methods  have  been  adopted.  The  Dublin 
College  recommended  that  the  essential  oil  should  be  dis- 
solved in  spirit  added  to  boiling  water,  shaken  and  filtered. 
This  would  be  a  good  method  but  for  the  objection  that 
the  alcohol  undergoes  in  time  the  acetous  fermenta- 
tion. Free  acetic  acid  can  be  detected  in  waters  made 
this  way,  especially  when  they  have  been  kept  for  a 
time.  The  usual  method  was  to  triturate  the  esssntial 
oil  in  a  mortar  with  some  inert  insoluble  powder,  add 
the  water  and  filter.  The  powders  used  for  thi3  purpose 
were  finely  powdered  washed  pumice,  prepared  chalk, 
carbonate  of  magnesia,  phosphate  of  lims,  and  others. 
Powdered  pumice  he  had  found  to  have  very  feeble  dividing- 
power.  To  phosphate  of  lime  there  is  the  objection  that 
waters  made  by  its  means  develop  fungoid  growths.  Pre- 
pared chalk  and  carbonate  of  magnesia  are  about  the  best. 
The  United  States  authorities  formerly  recommended  percola- 


tion through  cotton  upon  which  the  essential  oil  has  been 
dropped.  Lately  paper  pulp  has  been  substituted.  He 
had  found  that  in  using  powders  those  that  are  in  the  finest 
state  of  division  are  the  most  useful.  One  objection  to  the 
use  of  the  powders  is  that  they  are  slightly  soluble ;  another 
is  that  they  alter  the  aroma  of  the  essential  oils  rubbed  up 
with  them.  If  one  drop  of  otto  is  shaken  up  with  1  oz.  of 
boiling  distilled  water  and  filtered,  the  resulting  rose-water 
has  a  much  sweeter  perfume  than  if  the  otto  had  been 
rubbed  up  in  a  mortar  with  magnesia  carb.  and  water.  He 
had  rubbed  grey  filtering-paper  on  a  grater  into  fine  shreds, 
triturated  in  a  mortar  with  essential  oil  and  water,  both  cold 
and  warm,  and  also  packed  it  in  a  percolator  and  percolated 
repeatedly  with  cold  and  warm  water.  The  results  were  not 
very  satisfactory.  To  a  certain  extent  it  has  dividing-power, 
but  is  not  nearly  so  good  in  this  respect  as  carbonate  of 
magnesia.  He  believed  it  would  be  an  ideal  substance  if  it 
could  be  got  in  a  fine  state  of  division.  Based  on  his 
observations  and  experiments  he  advised  the  abandonment 
of  mineral  substances  and  the  adoption  of  the  following 
method: — Put  the  essential  oil  into  a  stone  jar  capable  of 
holding  twice  as  much  as  you  wish  to  make,  add  the  water 
at  boiling  temperature,  shake  thoroughly  and,  when  cold, 
filter  through  a  bed  of  paper  palp  packed  in  a  percolator. 
Essential  oils  used  for  preparing  these  waters  should  be 
recent. 

Mucilage  of  Acacia. 

Mr.  Arthur  McKellar  read  a  short  note  on  this 
subject.  The  Mucilago  acacia,  B  P.,  he  said,  contains  roughly 
about  1  of  gum  in  2  of  mucilage  by  measure.  The  U  S  P.  pre- 
paration is  rather  weaker,  and  it  is  there  directed  that  the  gum 
be  washed  with  cold  water  and  drained  before  dissolving  it 
in  the  usual  way.  Mucilage  made  either  way  with  proper 
gum  should  be  a  colourless  viscid  liquid  with  a  faint  acid 
reaction  and  slightly  sweetish  taste;  on  standing  a  short 
time,  particularly  if  made  with  hot  water,  it  becomes 
strongly  acid,  due  to  the  formation  of  acetic  acid,  and  the 
gum  is  partly  decomposed  into  sugar,  while  the  liquid 
becomes  covered  with  mould  ;  though,  according  to  Guerin, 
this  does  not  happen  if  the  mucilage  has  been  made  in  vacuo, 
a  statement  the  author  had  not  been  able  to  find  confirmation 
of.  It  is  the  acidity  and  the  tendency  to  become  mouldy  that 
have  always  been  an  annoyance.  The  author  quoted  a  few 
of  the  plans  suggested  to  prevent  these  effects.  Squire's 
method,  adopted  in  the  U.S  P.,  w*s  to  put  the  freshly-made 
mucilage  into  completely  filled  6  oz.  bottles,  sealing  and 
storing  in  a  cool  place.  A  French  pharmacist  makes 
it  with  lime-water  ;  an  American  firm  recommends 
tolu-water  and  glycerine  in  proportions  from  one- 
half  to  an  eighth  of  the  water  employed.  Read- 
ing about  the  antiseptic  properties  of  acetanilide  it 
occurred  to  him  to  try  this  agent.  After  eighteen  months' 
observations  he  found  that  by  saturating  the  water  with 
acetanilide  previous  to  dissolving  the  gum,  a  mucilage  is 
formed  that  will  not  mould  under  ordinary  shop  conditions, 
though  it  appears  to  have  little  or  no  effect  in  retarding  the 
formation  of  acid.  Considering  the  small  quantity  of 
acetanilide  necessary  to  saturate  the  water — about  2  gr.  to 
the  ounce,  equalling  1  gr.  to  the  ounce  of  mucilage — he  did 
not  think  its  presence  a  fatal  objection.  In  cases  where  the 
mucilage  is  only  used  for  adhesive  purposes  there  could  be 
none  ;  even  a  weak  solution  of  g'ue  keeps  well  with  it ;  and 
the  idea  might  be  of  some  service  for  the  office  gum-pot. 
The  U.S.  Dispensatory  suggests,  if  the  gum  is  coloured,  to 
pass  chlorine  through  it  till  bleached,  afterwards  boiling  to 
get  rid  of  the  gas — a  proceeding  belonging  rather  to  the 
region  of  doubtful  pharmacy.  Dr.  Squibb  has  found  that 
the  most  rapid  solution  of  acacia  takes  place  with  a  gum  in 
coarse  powder  between  Nos.  50  and  80,  and  freed  from  finer 
particles.  The  addition  of  1  part  sulphate  of  aluminium  to 
125  parts  mucilage  as  recommended  by  Allen  increases  its 
adhesive  properties  greatly,  and  is  very  useful  for  attaching 
labels  to  tin  surfaces.  The  author,  in  conclusion,  drew  atten- 
tion to  a  sample  of  pulv.  gum  acaciEe.  Mistura  cret;e  made 
with  it,  after  a  few  days,  smelt  most  unmistakably  of 
sulphuretted  hydrogen.  Made  with  other  gum  this  did  not 
happen.  The  gum  answered  all  the  ordinary  tests  for  purity, 
and  the  only  explanation  was  that  suggested  by  a  wholesale 
chemist,  that  possibly  the  gum  had  been  bleached  with 
sulphurous  acid. 
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Icaal  'Reporta. 


THE  PHARMACY  ACT. 

The  Sale  of  "  Weed-killers." 

At  Chester  City  Police  Court  on  March  5,  before  Mr.  C. 
Brown  and  Dr.  Stolterfoth,  Messrs.  Dickson  (Limited),  seed- 
merchants  and  nurserymen,  Eastgate  Street,  Chester,  were 
summoned  at  the  instance  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain  for  selling  certain  poison  in  contravention  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act  Mr.  R.  E.  Vaughan  Williams,  barrister, 
who  prosecuted,  explained  that  the  action  was  brought  under 
section  17  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  which  applied  to  limited 
companies,  as  well  a9  to  individuals.  He  read  the  section, 
and  said  that  in  this  case  the  requirements  had  not  been 
complied  with  in  several  material  respects.  From  informa- 
tion which  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Society  they 
caused  a  purchase  to  be  made  at  the  shop  of  Messrs.  Dickson. 
A  Mr.  Fouldes  went  to  the  shop  on  January  31,  and  inquired 
for  an  article  known  as  "  Smith's  Perfect  Powder  Weed-killer." 
The  assistant  whom  he  asked  had  some  doubt  as  to  whether 
they  kept  the  article,  and  went  to  see  the  manager.  He  then 
asked  Mr.  Fouldes  for  whom  it  was,  whereupon  Mr.  Fouldes 
gave  the  name  of  Johnson,  of  Frodshato.  The  assistant  then 
asked  if  that  address  would  find  him,  as  he  would  send  it 
on.  Mr.  Fouldes  said  that  would  not  do,  as  he  wanted  it 
then.  The  assistant  then  asked,  "  What  train  aie  you  going 
by  1 "  and  receiving  the  reply,  "  2.30,"  said  it  should  be  sent 
down  to  the  station  at  that  time.  On  going  to  the  station 
at  2  30  Mr.  Fouldes  received  the  parcel  from  a  boy.  It  was 
labelled  "From  Dicksons,"  and  addressed  "Mr.  Johnson, 
Frcdsham."  That,  he  (Mr.  Williams)  submitted,  constituted 
beyond  all  doubt  a  sale  by  the  defendants.  On  being 
analysed  the  "  weed- killer  "  was  found  to  contain  80  per  cent, 
of  arsenic,  which  was  amongst  the  poisons  in  the  first  part 
of  the  schedule.  The  evidence  would  show  that  the  pur- 
chaser, Mr.  Fouldes,  was  unknown  to  the  sellers,  that  he  was 
not  introduced  by  anyone,  that  no  entry  of  the  sale  was  made 
in  a  book,  and  that  there  was  no  name  and  address  of  the 
vendor  upon  the  tin. 

Mr.  Arthur  Fouldes  then  gave  evidence,  corroborating 
counsel's  statement.  He  produced  one  of  Messrs.  Dickson's 
catalogues  in  which  the  "  weed- killer"  was  advertised.  Mr. 
Williams,  answering  an  objection  on  ths  part  of  Mr. 
F.  E  Roberts  (who  represented  the  defendants),  remarked 
that  the  advertisement  showed  that  the  article  was  habitually 
offered  for  sale  to  the  public. 

Mr  Ernest  John  Easte,  analyst,  gave  the  result  of  his 
analysis  of  the  tin  of  "  weed-killer "  It  contained  over 
2  lbs.  of  arsenic  (enough  to  kill  7,000  persons)  mechanically 
mixed  with  caustic  soda. 

Mr.  Roberts,  addressing  the  Bench  for  the  defence,  sub- 
mitted that  this  was  not  a  sale  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act.  Messrs.  Dickson  has  been  most  anxious  to  avoid  any 
infringement  of  the  Act,  and  to  be  as  careful  and  exact  as 
possible  had  arranged  with  Messrs.  Cheers  &  Hopley, 
chemists,  Chester,  to  supply  "  weed-  killer  "  to  their  customers. 
The  purchase  by  Mr.  Fouldes  was  a  miserable  "  plant,"  and 
the  summons  came  as  a  great  surprise  to  Messrs.  Dickson. 
Mr.  Roberts  produced  a  bill-form  used  for  this  class  of  busi- 
ness, the  heading  of  which  was  "  Bonghtof  Cheers  &  Hopley, 
payable  to  Dicksons  (Limited),  seedsmen,  Chester,"  and 
submitted  that  Messrs.  Cheers  &  Hopley,  and  not  defendants, 
were  the  sellers.  The  most  stringent  orders  were  given  to 
the  employes  of  Messrs.  Dickson,  and  notices  were  put  up 
in  more  than  one  place  in  their  establishment  stating  that 
under  no  circumstances  must  poisons  be  sold  over  the 
counter.  Messrs.  Dickson  had  done  all  in  their  power  to 
prevent,  any  infringement  of  the  Act,  and  if  there  Lad  been 
any  infringement  it  had  been  unwitting,  and  contrary  to 
their  urgent  instructions.  Mr.  Rjberts  also  contended  that 
the  section  did  not  apply  to  companies  or  corporations, 
and  quoted  a  judgment  of  Lord  Justice  Bramwell. 

Mr.  Williams  pointed  out  that  that  contention  was  un- 
tenable, inasmuch  as  the  House  of  Lords  dissented  from 
Lord  Justice  Bramwell's  decision. 

The  Magistrates'  Clerk:  And  subsequent  to  all  thes3 
decisions  a  new  Act  has  been  pissed  which  says  that  the 
word  "person"  shall,  unless  a  contrary  intention  appears, 
include  a  corporation. 


Mr.  Roberts  admitted  that  that  part  of  his  argument  came 
to  an  end,  and  simply  contended  that  Messrs.  Cheers  &  Hopley, 
and  not  Messrs.  Dickson,  were  the  vendors. 

Mr.  G.  P.  Miln  (manager  to  Messrs.  Dickson)  gave  evidence 
to  show  that  this  branch  of  their  business  was  carried  on 
through  Messrs.  Cheers  &  Hopley,  and  in  cross-examination 
stated  that  this  agency  system  was  merely  carried  on  for  the 
convenience  of  their  customers.  It  could  be  proved  that  all 
the  "weed-killer"  was  purchased  from  Cheers  &  Hopley. 

Dr.  Stolterfoth  observed  that  by  dealing  with  a  second 
person  the  purchaser  signed  no  book. 

Mr.  Roberts:  You  don't  know  that  Messrs.  Cheers 
&  Hopley  have  no  book. 

Mr.  Williams  said  Mr.  Fouldes  had  sworn  he  signed  no 
book,  and  the  ;case  of  Ternpleman  v.  Trafford,  reported  at 
8  Queen's  Bench  Division,  proved  that  receiving  commission 
on  a  sale  was  sufficient  to  constitute  that  person  a  seller ; 
and,  further,  that  no  evidence  had  been  adduced  to  show 
that  any  other  sale  was  made  than  that  to  Mr.  Fouldes. 

The  Bench  considered  the  case  proved,  and  fined  defend- 
ants 20s.,  with  court  costs. 


INLAND  REVENUE  PROSECUTION. 

Methylated  Spirit  in  a  Patent  Medicine. 

Ebenezer  Marshall,  of  36  St.  Paul's  Road,  St.  Pancras, 
was  sued  at  the  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  on  Friday,  at  the 
instance  of  the  Inland  Revenue,  for  having,  on  January  1, 
sold  an  article  capable  of  being  used  internally  as  a  medi- 
cine—viz., "Marshall's  R?d  Bottle" — in  the  preparation  of 
which  methylated  spirit  had  been  used  contrary  to  the 
statute.  It  was  stated  by  the  solicitor  who  prosecuted  that 
the  summons  was  taken  out  under  section  130  of  the  Spirits 
Act,  1880,  which  was  an  Act  which  prohibited  methylated 
spirits  being  us.ed  in  the  preparation  of  any  article  which  was 
capable  of  being  used  as  a  beverage  or  internally  as  a 
medicine.  In  this  particular  case  defendant  had  used- 
methylated  spirit  in  the  preparation  of  a  patent  medicine 
called  "  Marshall's  Red  Bottle."  The  proper  article  to  use 
was  spirit  of  wine,  upon  which  a  duty  of  15s  or  16s.  a  gallon 
was  charged.  Methylated  spirit  was  not  dutiable,  and  by 
using  it  instead  of  spirit  of  wine  in  the  preparation  of  a 
medicine,  the  Inland  Revenue  lost  the  amount  of  the  duty 
which  ought  to  have  been  paid,  besides  which  other  persons 
who  prepared  their  medicines  in  a  proper  way  were  unfairly 
handicapped.  Defendant  pleaded  guilty,  but  urged  he  was 
ignorant  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Horace  Smith  :  That  is  no  defence  under  the  Act. 

Defendant :  I  am  only  doing  a  very  small  business,  and 
have  paid  the  licence  and  the  duty- stamp  upon  each  bottle 
sold. 

Mr.  Horace  Smith  :  What  stamp  is  that  ? 

The  Solicitor :  The  ordinary  l\d.  stamp  which  is  charged 
for  patent  medicines. 

Defendant  said  he  was  sorry  he  had  offended  against  the- 
law.  His  father  used  to  sell  the  medicine,  and  after  his 
death  he  took  ouc  a  licence. 

Mr.  Horace  Smith  said  defendant  had  rendered  himself 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  100Z.  He  would  be  fined  10Z.  and 
costs. 

Defendant :  Am  I  to  stop  the  sale  of  this  medicine  ?  Can 
I  not  sell  it  as  an  embrocation  1 

Mr.  Horace  Smith  :  I  cannot  tell  you.  You  mu3t  consult 
a  solicitor  if  you  wish  to  know  how  near  you  can  go  to  the 
edge  of  the  law  without  breaking  it. 


COUNTY  COURT  CASES. 

Druggist's  Traveller's  Commission. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  March  6,  before  Mr.  Assis- 
tant-Registrar Tattershall,  Mr.  George  Thompson,  druggist's 
traveller,  residing  at  Worcester  Park,  Surrey,  sued  Mr. 
Richard  G  Tugwood,  druggist,  60  New  Broad  Street,  E  C  , 
for  4Z.  9s  3d  ,  balance  of  commission  alleged  to  be  due  and 
for  travelling-expenses  to  which  he  was  entitled  under  a 
written  agreement. 

It  seemed  that  a  contract  was  entered  into  between  the 
parties  on  September  2  last,  by  which  the  defendant  em- 
ployed the  plaintiff  to  act  as  his  traveller.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  plaintiff  was  to  have  20  per  cent,  commission  oa 
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some  orders,  15  per  cent,  on  others,  and  5  per  cent  on  scent 
orders,  together  with  a  quarterly  allowance  of  2,1.  10s.  for 
travelling-expenses. 

The  defendant  disputed  the  plaintiff's  claim,  and  alleged 
that  in  some  cases  the  orders  obtained  were  bad.  Some 
goods  had  been  returned  as  "  not  ordered,"  other  customers 
had  said  that  only  part  of  the  orders  were  executed,  and  in 
another  case  a  customer  named  Stringer,  from  whom  the 
plaintiff  had  taken  an  order,  had  returned  all  the  goods 
without  reason. 

The  plaintiff  produced  a  letter  from  Stringer  saying  that 
the  order  was  not  properly  executed,  and  that  the  order  was 
not  executed  by  the  defendant  until  it  was  too  late  for 
Stringer  to  receive  the  goods.  This  was  shown  to  be  the 
defendant's  fault  both  in  the  faulty  delivery  of  a  carboy  of 
rose-water,  and  in  allowing  sixteen  or  eighteen  days  to 
elapse  between  receiving  the  order  and  executing  it.  In 
regard  to  another  disputed  order  from  a  customer  named 
Butcher  it  was  shown  that  the  goods  were  sent  two  months 
afterwards. 

In  the  end  judgment  was  entered  for  the  plaintiff  for 
4Z.  9s.  3d.,  with  costs. 


Advertising  Pills. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  Tuesday,  before  Mr.  Assist- 
ant-Registrar Tattershall,  Eeuter's  Telegraph  Company 
(Limited)  sought  to  recover  21Z.  14s.  3d.  from  Mr.  H.  C. 
Eaton,  an  advertising  agent,  for  advertising  pills.  The 
plaintiffs,  it  appeared,  controlled  the  advertising  in  the 
Harrow  Road  tramcars,  and  the  defendant  had  contracted 
with  them  to  advertise  Beecham's  pills  in  the  cars.  The  de- 
fendant counterclaimed  for  an  alleged  breach  of  contract  in 
allowing  the  pills  of  other  firms  than  Beecham's  to  be  adver- 
tised in  the  tramcars.  The  defendant  also  claimed  commis- 
sions amounting  to  11.  Is.  6d.  on  advertisements  which  he 
had  procured  for  the  plaintiffs.  The  Assistant- Registrar 
said  he  must  disallow  the  counterclaim  for  damages,  in  the 
absence  of  the  defendant  being  able  to  show  any  under- 
taking on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs  that  Beecham's  adver- 
tisement should  have  the  exclusive  right  claimed.  Damages 
were  also  claimed  for  alleged  breach  of  contract,  by  reason 
of  the  plaintiffs  destroying  the  defendant's  advertisements 
before  the  expiration  of  his  agreement.  This  was  also  dis- 
allowed, in  the  absence  of  proof  that  the  advertisements 
had  been  destroyed.  Ultimately  judgment  was  given  for 
the  plaintiffs  for  19Z.  7s.  6d.  on  their  claim,  and  for  the  de- 
fendant for  11.  16s.  on  his  set-off,  no  costs  being  allowed  on 
either  side. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACI. 

Spieit  of  Nitre. 

Walter  James  Ward,  chemist,  Conisborough,  was  charged 
before  the  Doncaster  Magistrates,  on  March  7,  with  having 
sold  adulterated  sweet  spirit  of  nitre.  On  February  25  a 
purchase  of  4  oz.  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  was  made  at  the 
defendant's  shop  by  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Rotherham.  The  analyst 
certified  that  it  contained  65  per  cent,  of  spirit  of  nitre  and 
35  per  cent,  of  water.  Mr.  Ward's  defence  was  that  the 
spirit  was  pure  when  it  left  the  main  shop  for  the  branch, 
and  that  the  water  must  have  been  added  afterwards.  It 
was  further  stated  that  since  the  nitre  was  purchased  the 
man  in  the  Conisborough  shop  had  had  notice  to  leave.  The 
Magistrates  held  that  they  must  convict,  and  inflicted  a  fine 
of  2,1.  including  costs. 


Ceeam  of  Tartar. 

At  Castlewellan,  last  week,  Messrs.  O'Hare  &  Wilson,  drug- 
gists, were  summoned  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for 
selling  adulterated  cream  of  tartar.  Messrs.  Wood  &  Son, 
Belfast,  who  supplied  the  substance  wholesale,  were  repre- 
sented. Sir  Charles  Cameron's  certificate  was  to  the  effect 
that  the  portion  of  the  cream  of  tartar  forwarded  to  him 
for  analysis  was  adulterated  with  17-93  per  cent,  of  tartrate 
of  lime.  Mr.  Templeton,  analyst  for  the  defence,  contended 
that  the  ingredient  complained  of  was  necessary  in  its 
manufacture.  Mr.  Wood,  a  member  of  the  firm  which  sup- 
plied the  article,  said  they  gave  no  warranty  to  the  traders, 


nor  did.  the  firm  manufacture  it.  It  came  from  Montpelier, 
in  France,  under  warranty  which  he  believed  to  be  good, 
and  for  that  reason  the  firm  had  undertaken  the  defence  in 
the  present  case.    The  Court  dismissed  the  case. 


CHEMISTS'  LIABILITY. 

At  the  Sligo  Assizes,  on  March  9,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Murphy,  Messrs.  Denning  &  Sons,  chemists,  Sligo,  appealed 
against  a  judgment  of  Judge  O'Connor  Morris  in  an  action 
brought  by  Mr.  John  McGoldrich,  farmer,  for  the  sum  of 
501.  damages  for  gross  negligence  and  breach  of  warranty. 
The  County  Court  Judge  gave  a  decree  for  the  full  amount 
claimed. 

Mr.  Taylor,  Q.C.,  was  for  the  appellant ;  and  Mr.  Stritch, 
Q  C,  and  Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh  were  for  the  respondent. 

The  plaintiff's  case  was  that  he  went  to  the  establishment 
of  Messrs.  Denning,  and  asked  an  assistant  there  to  supply 
him  with  some  of  McDougal's  sheep-dip,  as  he  wanted  to 
rub  it  on  his  horned  cattle,  as  they  were  all  infested  with 
vermin.  He  had  purchased  some  before  for  some  of  his 
cows,  and  he  remarked  to  the  assistant  that  it  was  very 
expensive.  The  latter  told  him  a  jar  would  cost  2s.  6d. 
He  thought  that  too  dear.  Dr.  Denning  (who  manages  the 
concern)  interposed,  and  McGoldrich  swore  positively  tbat 
he  told  the  doctor  he  wanted  it  for  cattle,  and  the  doctor 
recommended  him  to  buy  Biggs's  sheep-wash,  as  being 
stronger  and  better  for  the  purpose,  and  sold  him  a  jar  of  it 
for  2s  6d.  He  was  himself  an  illiterate  man  ;  but  some  of 
his  family  could  read,  and  he  applied  the  dip  as  directed, 
putting  about  a  third  of  the  jar  into  about  3  gallons  of 
water,  adding  8  or  10  gallons  of  water.  Two  days 
after,  six  out  of  his  seven  cows  died,  they  having  licked  the 
wash  off  or  licked  each  other.  He  denied,  in  cross  examina- 
tion, that  Dr.  Denning  warned  him  that  this  was  a  strong 
poisonous  compound,  and  told  him  to  be  careful  in  usiDg  it. 

Mr.  A.  C  Hamilton,  V.S.,  who  made  a  post  mortem  exami- 
nation of  the  dead  cows,  proved  that  they  died  of  arsenical 
poisonin  g,  and  that  he  analysed  Biggs's  dip,  and  found  it 
contained  arsenic.  The  outward  application  of  arsenic  would 
not  produce  bad  effects  on  animals  unless  there  were  cuts  on 
them. 

Evidence  was  also  given  by  the  assistant,  and  by  a  solicitor 
as  to  certain  admissions  made  by  the  assistant  to  him. 

For  the  defence  Dr.  Denning  swore  that  when  McGoldrich 
was  told  that  a  51b.  tin  of  McDougal's  dip  would  cost 
2s  6d.,  he  demurred,  and  said  it  was  not  worth  a 
"  thrawneen."  He  (Dr.  Denning)  told  the  man  if  he  wanted 
a  strong  dip  he  would  recommend  him  Biggs's  or  Cooper's, 
both  of  which  were  poisonous.  Dr.  Denning  swore  posi- 
tively that  the  man  never  mentioned  to  him  it  was  for  cattle 
he  wanted  the  dip,  and  that  he  cautioned  him  as  to  the 
poisonous  nature  of  the  compound,  and  the  man  took  a  2s. 
jar,  which  was  labelled  "  Poison."  Printed  directions  were 
given  with  the  jar,  and  the  man  afterwards  came  to  him  and 
stated  that  no  one  was  to  blame  but  himself. 

Counsel  for  the  farmer  read  the  directions  issued  by  the 
sellers  of  Biggs's  dip  to  their  customers,  warning  them  that 
it  was  not  to  be  used  on  cattle  unless  they  were  tied  up,  so 
that  they  could  not  lick  themselves  or  one  another. 

Mr.  Taylor,  Q  C. :  That  has  been  issued  since  this  case  was 
tried  before  the  County  Court. 

After  hearing  the  legal  arguments  on  both  sides, 

Mr.  Justice  Murphy  said  :  There  is  no  doubt  this  man  got 
a  poisonous  composition  ;  but,  of  course,  if  he  did,  there  is 
further  evidence  of  the  directions  on  the  jar — so  that  there 
is  prima  facie  evidence  the  stuff  was  for  dipping  sheep  and 
lambs.  But  even  if  the  man  did  not  say  it  was  for  six  head 
of  cattle,  what  precautions  did  the  chemist  selling  this  stuff 
adopt — what  precaution  did  he  take  to  have  this  dip  properly 
used  ? 

Mr.  Taylor :  It  is  proved  that  Dr.  Denning  told  the  man 
the  stuff  was  not  to  be  used  for  cattle. 

Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh :  Our  case  is  that  we  were  sold  a 
thing  not  suitable  for  the  purposes  we  wanted  it  for,  and 
what  we  asked  for. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  that  might  hold  good  in  certain  cases,  but 
not  in  the  one  before  the  Court. 

Mr.  Justice  Murphy  :  On  the  whole  I  think  I  would  not 
be  disposed  to  attach  too  much  importance  as  against  the 
plaintiff  because  of  the  use  of  the  word  "  poison  "  by  the 
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doctor  and  his  assistant.  He  had  some  cattle  affected  with 
vermin,  and  he  got  some  stuff  for  them,  and  he  wanted  more 
for  the  use  of  the  other  cattle,  and  not  for  sheep  at  all. 
When  he  went  into  the  shop  on  this  occasion  he  asked  for 
another  article  altogether— McDougal's  sheep- dip.  Owing 
to  something  which  occurred  between  the  purchaser  and 
Dr.  Denning's  assistant,  the  doctor  interfered  and  asked  the 
man  what  he  wanted  it  for.  The  man  swore  he  said  it 
was  for  six  head  of  cattle,  specifying  the  fact  that  they 
were  all  attacked  Unquestionably  the  man  was  recom- 
mended an  article  different  from  what  he  asked  for.  Now 
that  article,  he  was  told,  was  poison.  Whether  he  was 
getting  it  for  sheep  or  for  cattle,  he  was  told  it  was  poison. 
Why  was  he  told  so  1  Certainly  to  make  him  take  care  lest 
any  of  it  would  be  taken  internally.  It  meant  to  a  man  of 
his  class — the  mere  external  application  will  do  no  injury 
whatsoever,  but  care  should  be  taken  that  it  was  not  given 
for  internal  use.  Under  the  circumstances,  was  that  suffi- 
cient instruction  ?  My  own  opinion  is,  he  told  the  people  in 
the  shop  he  wanted  it  for  cattle  ;  but  was  it  sufficient  to  warn 
him  Dot  to  give  it  to  cattle  without  adding,  "  unless  you  tie 
them  up"?  Even  that  might  not  prove  satisfactory,  as 
cattle  could  not  be  tied  up  every  day  from  morning  to 
night,  and  they  would  get  a  chance  of  licking  themselves  or 
licking  one  another.  I  don't  think  a  proper  and  distinct 
caution  was  given  to  the  man  when  he  was  sold  this  stuff. 
He  was  not  told,  "  This  is  not  to  be  put  on  cattle  if  they  will 
have  a  chance  af  terwards  of  licking  themselves  or  licking 
one  another."  I  am  satisfied  there  was  not  sufficient  caution 
given.  I  agree  with  the  decision  of  the  County  Court  Judge, 
and  must  give  a  decree  for  50Z.,  the  amount  claimed. 

Upon  the  application  of  counsel,  a  fee  of  1Z.  Is.  was 
allowed  for  the  veterinary  surgeon,  together  with  the 
usual  legal  costs. 


JEYBS'  FLUID  FOR  DOGS. 
In  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court  on  Wednesday,  before  the 
Recorder  (Sir  Charles  Hall,  Q.C.,  M.P  )  and  a  special  jury, 
Mr.  Wm.  Ashley  H.  Johnston,  solicitor,  Bushey  Park  Villas, 
Hampton  Wick,  claimed  damages  from  Jeyes'  Sanitary 
Fluid  Company  (Limited)  for  the  loss  of  a  valuable  dog, 
which  it  was  alleged  had  died  in  consequence  of  a  certain 
compound  manufactured  by  the  defendants  being  applied  to 
it.  The  compound  in  question  was  "  Jeyes'  Perfect  Purifier 
Disinfectant,"  which,  it  was  said,  the  defendants  represented 
to  be  fit  and  proper  to  be  used  for  dogs,  and  which  could  be 
used  without,  injury  to  the  dog  to  which  it  was  applied,  and 
to  be  non -poisonous.  The  plaintiff  bought  a  bottle  of  the 
compound  and  used  it  upon  a  dog  belonging  to  him,  which, 
in  consequence  of  the  compound  not  being  as  represented, 
was  injured  and  died.  Mr.  Drake  was  counsel  for  the 
plaintiff ;  Mr.  Cock,  Q  C ,  and  Mr.  Lewis  Glyn  for  the 
defendant  company.  Plaintiff's  counsel  said  the  dog  was  a 
valuable  bull-terrier  bitch,  which  had  obtained  certain 
prizes  at  dog-shows.  On  November  13  last  year  it  appeared 
that  the  dog  was  suffering  from  eczema.  Plaintiff  bought 
some  Jeyes'  disinfectant  from  a  grocer  in  Teddington  who 
got  it  for  him  from  an  oilman  in  the  district.  Plaintiff's 
man  applied  the  fluid  to  the  dog.  A  short  time  afterwards 
the  dog  appeared  to  have  an  epileptic  fit  and  died  almost 
immediately.  It  was  sent  to  a  veterinary  surgeon,  who  made 
a  post-mortem  examination,  from  which  it  appeared  the  dog 
had  died  of  poison.  The  defendants,  who  were  communi- 
cated with,  disclaimed  all  liability,  stating  they  sold  the 
disinfectant  and  gave  directions  for  its  use  upon  dogs. 
Throughout  the  correspondence  the  defendants  argued  that 
if  the  fluid  was  used  according  to  directions  there  was  no 
danger,  and  consequently  no  negligence  on  their  part.  They 
also  set  up  contributory  negligence  by  Mr.  Johnston  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  used  the  fluid.  From  the  interrogatories 
it  appeared  that  the  bottle  of  fluid  was  supplied  to  Mr. 
Johnston  from  a  drum,  and  the  plaintiff  would  tell  the  Court 
that  no  directions  whatever  were  given  as  to  its  use  by  the 
person  who  supplied  it.  Plaintiff,  prior  to  purchas- 
ing the  fluid,  had  seen  advertisements  and  it  was 
what  was  stated  in  those  advertisements  with  reference 
to  the  use  of  Jeyes'  fluid  for  dogs  that  caused  him  to  buy 
it  on  this  occasion.  He  had  never  used  the  fluid  before  for 
his  dogs,  but  he  relied  upon  the  advertisements  which  were 
undoubtedly  issued  by  the  defendant  company.    The  par- 


ticular advertisement  on  which  he  relied  was  in  these 
terms :  "  The  best  preventive  against  all  infectious  diseases ; 
invaluable  for  horses  and  dogs ;  cures  eczema,  distemper, 
and  all  skin-diseases ;  absolutely  harmless  in  use ;  non- 
poisonous."  There  was  nothing  as  to  directions  for  use  or 
anything  of  that  kind  in  the  advertisement,  and  Mr.  Johnston 
did  not  receive  any  directions  for  use.  The  dog  was  rubbed 
very  lightly  with  the  compound. 

The  plaintiff  gave  evidence  in  support  of  this  statement, 
stating  that  the  fluid  was  used  in  an  undiluted  form.  The 
dog,  he  said,  cost  him  61.,  but  he  estimated  its  value  on 
November  13  at  251.,  which  was  the  sum  he  claimed.  It 
was  a  prize  dog,  and  had  taken  prizes  in  different  shows. 
He  was  induced  by  the  advertisement  to  purchase  the  fluid. 
The  dog  did  not  die  for  an  hour  and  a  half  after  being 
rubbed.  Cross-examined,  he  said  he  bought  the  fluid  from 
bulk,  and  it  was  supplied  in  his  own  bottle.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Honey  said  he  supplied  the  plaintiff  with  a  pint  of  the  fluid 
on  the  date  mentioned.  Ic  was  taken  out  of  the  drum  which 
witness  produced.  He  did  not  supply  any  directions  with 
the  bottle  of  fluid.  Cross-examined,  he  said  he  was  not 
asked  for  any  directions,  therefore  he  gave  none.  He 
supplied  it  out  of  a  drum  sold  to  him  by  the  defendant 
company.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  plaintiff  knew  how 
to  use  it  or  not.  He  paid  wholesale  4s  for  8  pints,  and 
retailed  it  at  lOd.  a  pint.  There  were  directions  on  the 
drum  to  the  effect  that  the  fluid  was  to  be  mixed  with  water 
in  the  proportions  stated.  The  proportions  varied,  but  in 
each  case  the  solution  had  to  be  mixed  with  a  large  quantity 
of  water.  The  bottles  also  bore  directions  for  use.  In  the 
case  of  eczema  there  was  to  be  one  teaspoonful  of  the 
solution  to  a  quart  of  water.  He  himself  had  never  read  the 
directions.  The  defendant  company  did  not  supply  him 
with  labels  to  put  upon  bottles  retailed  by  him  out  of  the 
can. 

Mr.  Cock :  I  presume,  when  70U  take  paraffin  from  a  can, 
you  don't  give  any  directions  as  to  how  it  should  be  used  ; 
you  let  people  look  after  themselves  1  If  they  ask  you 
about  it  you  would  probably  show  them  what  was  on  the 
can,  but  if  they  do  not  you  leave  it  alone? 

The  Witness :  Yes. 

Replying  to  the  Judge,  he  said  the  same  thing  applied  to 
turpentine,  which  was  used  as  a  physic  sometimes. 

Professor  McFadyean,  M.R  C.S.  M.B.Edin.,  said  he  was 
Principal  and  Dean  of  the  Royal  Veterinary  College,  Great 
College  Street,  N.W.  In  his  opinion  this  fluid  was  un- 
doubtedly poisonous.  The  description  "  non-poisonous  "  on 
the  label  produced  was  not  a  correct  description  ;  he  thought 
it  was  unjustifiable  to  designate  this  fluid  non-poisonous. 
The  description  also  appearing  upon  the  label  " absolutely 
harmless  "  was  not  a  proper  description.  He  had  tried  it 
upon  a  dog  himself,  which  it  killed  within  four  hours. 

The  Judge :  How  did  you  apply  it  1 — Mixed  with  water. 
What  proportion  ? — A  little  less  than  2  oz  of  this  fluid  to 
2  measured  oz.  of  water.  About  half  and  half  ? — Yes,  my 
lord. 

Proceeding,  witness  said  his  intention  was  to  ascertain 
whether  with  that  degree  of  dilution  the  fluid  was  poisonous. 
He  did  not  try  whether  or  not  it  was  poisonous  if  it  was 
diluted  to  the  extent  of  1  part  of  fluid  to  80  of  water,  which 
were  the  directions  given  upon  the  bottles. 

Cross-examined,  he  said  he  believed  the  fluid  was  used 
for  dogs  and  animals  in  enormous  quantities  throughout  the 
kingdom.  He  did  not  know  as  a  scientific  man  that  the 
object  of  a  disinfectant  was  to  kill  certain  forms  of  animal 
life.  He  thought  it  was  to  kill  the  lower  forms  of  vegetable 
life.  He  knew  that  the  fluid  had  been  extensively  used  at 
the  Veterinary  College.  He  did  not  suggest  that  if  the 
instructions  had  been  followed,  of  putting  1  part  of  the 
fluid  to  80  of  water,  there  would  be  the  slightest  danger 
from  it.  Re-examined,  he  said  the  fluid  was  not  now 
used  at  the  Veterinary  College.  Replying  to  the  Judge,  he 
said  he  should  say  that  if  raw  turpentine  were  applied  to  a 
dog  it  would  almost  certainly  kill  the  animal.  It  ought  to 
be  diluted  with  water. 

Plaintiff's  counsel  called  Mr.  Airey,  veterinary  surgeon,  to 
state  what  the  dog  died  from,  but  the  Judge  said  it  was 
admitted  that  the  animal  died  from  the  absorption  of  the 
fluid,  and,  therefore,  Mr.  Airey's  evidence  was  dispensed 
with.  Another  witness  gave  evidence  as  to  the  value  of  ths 
dog.    Mr.  Drake  said  he  did  not  rest  his  case  upen  a 
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warranty  or  upon  a  contract ;  he  based  it  upon  a  duty  which 
the  defendants  had  in  supplying  the  fluid  to  the  public, 
which  duty  had  not  been  performed.  It  was  a  dangerous 
material  manufactured  by  them  and  supplied  to  the  public 
in  such  a  way  as  not  to  give  the  public  information  as  to 
how  to  use  it.  He  quoted  cases  in  support  of  his  contention 
that  the  defendants  had  been  guilty  of  negligence  in  supply- 
ing it  in  the  way  it  was  supplied.  In  consequence,  hesaid, 
of  the  advertisements,  and  of  the  statements  they  contained, 
there  was  no  duty  cast  upon  ths  public  to  inquire  when  they 
purchased  it  if  it  was  to  be  used  iQ  a  particular  way. 

Mr.  Cock  submitted  that  the  plaintiffs  must  be  non-suited 
on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  negligence.  The 
fluid  was  supplied  in  the  plaintiffs  own  bottle,  and  the 
defendants  had  done  everything  tbey  ought  to  have  done. 
They  placed  directions  for  use  upon  their  bottles  and  upon 
their  drums.  They  had  no  control  over  the  grocers  and  others 
who  chose  to  retail  it  from  the  drums  to  other  persons.  If 
the  plaintiff  had  taken  the  trouble  to  make  inquiries,  or  to 
read  the  printed  instructions  on  the  bottles  or  upon  the 
drum,  he  would  have  discovered  the  right  way  of  using  the 
fluid.  If  the  defendants'  directions  had  been  followed  the 
compound  would  have  been  perfectly  innocuous. 

The  learned  Judge  said  he  did  not  think  any  of  the  cases 
cited  by  Mr.  Drake  affected  the  present  case.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  there  was  no  evidence  whatever  of  any  breach 
of  duty  or  of  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendants. 
He  therefore  non- suited  the  plaintiff. 

Mr.  Cock  said  the  defendants  were  prepared  with  a  Urge 
body  of  scientific  evidence  to  meet  this  claim.  In  these 
circumstances  the  learned  Judge  granted  costs  on  the  higher 
scale. 


2>eet>  of  Brranaement 


Pearson,  Samuel  Bishop,  4  Lawrence  Street,  Sunderland,  1  Bast 
View,  Westoe  Road,  South  Shields,  and  50  St.  Leonards  Street, 
Sunderland,  mineral-water  manufacturer.  Trustee,  James  J. 
Gillespie,  54  Westgate  Road,  Newcas'de-on-Tyne,  accountant.  Secured 
creditors,  1,552/.  3s.  2d.  Dated  March  3  ;  filed  March  7.  Unsecured 
liabilities,  1,3972.  6s.  Id..   Estimated  net  assets,  1,6152.  16s.  Wd.  The 


following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 

£  s.  d. 

Alexander  &  Co.,  Blaydon-on-Tyne                          108  0  0 

Friend,  Henry,  Sunderland                                     100  0  0 

Johnson,  Ben,  York                                               27  0  0 

Kops'  Brewery  Company,  London                              37  0  0 

Marshall,  Jane,  West  Boldon                                  705  0  0 

Pearson,  J.  S.,  Southport   617  0  0 

Port  Dundas  Pottery  Company,  Glasgow     ..       ..    36  0  0 

Seager,  E  fans  &  Co.,  London   2000 

Stockdale,  Thomas,  Sunderland                                 78  0  0 

Thompson,  C.  S.,  Sunderland  954  0  0 

Vallet,  L.,  Liverpool   17  0  0 

Banker's  claims  732. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Davidson,  R.  R.,  and  Whitcombe,  C.  H.,  under  the  style  of  Davidson 
&  Whitcombe,  Halifax,  physicians,  surgeons,  accoucheurs. 

Symington,  S.  and  Smith,  J.,  under  the  style  of  the  Gallow  Hill  Co., 
Market  Harborough,  glue,  manure,  and  chemical  manufacturers. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 

Adjudications. 

GibbS,  Stephen,  Heme  Bay,  veterinary  surgeon  and  blacksmith. 
Laycock,  James,  Leeds,  glass-bottle  manufacturer. 
Taylor,  James,  West  Oowes,  dealer  in  patent  medicines. 

Order  made  on  Application  foe  Discharge. 

Gray,  George,  Clay  lauds  Road,  Olapham  Road,  S.W.,  veterinary  surgeon 
—discharge  suspended  for  two  years,  ending  February  13, 1898  (public 
examination  concluded  January  16,  1893). 


Cbcmisfs'  Assistants'  ^saotmtwn. 

THE  eighteenth  annual  dinDer  of  this  Association  was  held 
in  the  King's  Hall,  Holborn  Restaurant,  on  Thursday 
evening,  March  5.    The  Association  may  now  be  considered 
to  have  passed  its  adolescence,  and  is  looking  forward  to  its 
majority,  which  fact  may  probably  account  for  the  President 
on  this  occasion  takirig  the  chair  at  the  annual  feast  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Association  ;  and  certainly 
during  its  career  there  has  been  no  more  youthful  looking 
yet  competent  Chairman  than  Mr.  Ernest  W.  Hill.    The  com- 
pany numbered  fully  200.     After  dirner,  and  the  loyal 
toasts,  Mr.  A.  R  Melhuisb,  in  a  neat  little  speech,  proposed 
"  The  Medical  Profession,"  coupling  with  it  the  name  of 
Professor  Roberts,  who  in  his  reply  told  the  meeting  that  he 
was  not  "  T.  H.  Roberts,"  as  stated  on  the  programme,  but 
F.  T.  Roberts,  or,  as  some  called  him,  Frederick  Roberts,  or 
as  his  friend  on  the  left  (Mr.  Carteighe)  would  calL  him, 
Fred.  Roberts.    Continuing,  the  Professor  said  that  he 
commenced  his  medical  career  in  a  chemist's  shop.  He 
could  not  say  much  regarding  the  prospects  of  the  medical 
profession.  There  is  now  a  great  deal  of  competition  in  it,  and 
this  gives  rise  to  many  evils.    Professor  Roberts  concluded 
his  speech  by  referring  to  the  fact  that  Dr  Jameson  was  an 
old  pupil  of  his  and  a  very  good  fellow,  and  he  was  a  man 
who  deserved  a  palace  rather  than  a  prison,  which  sentiment 
was  received  with  uproarious  applause.     The  next  toast 
was  given  after  two  songs,  and  Mr.  George  Roe  put  it 
to  the  meetiDg.     It  was  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society.' 
Mr.  Carteighe's  first  words  of  reply  were  congratulations 
to  the  Association  in  havicg  its  President  in  the  chair. 
He  believed  that  the  President  was  the  fitting  person  to 
occupy  the  position,  and  congratulated  Mr.  Hill  upon,  the 
manner  in  which  he  was  performing  his  duties.    When  he 
looked  around  the  room  he  was  convinced  of  the  fact  that 
the  Society  was  not  a  combination  of  masters,  for  at  every 
table  he  saw  those  who  were  connected  with  the  Society, 
and  it  made  him  think  that  the  founders  of  the  Society  had 
played  their  cards  very  badly — that  they  had  left  their 
assistants    masters  of  the  situation.     (Laughter )  Mr. 
Carteighe  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  policy  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  and  taking  up  some  remarks  of  Professor 
Roberts  regarding  the  medical  curriculum,  said  he  regarded 
it  as  certain  that  in  the  future  pharmacists  would  wholly 
relieve  medical  men  of  a  certain  part  of  their  work. 
The  toast  of  the  evening,  "  The  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association,"  was  given  by  Mr.  John  Harrison,  of  Sunder- 
land, in  his  effective  style,  and  when  he  rose  to  reply 
Mr.  Hill  was  warmly  received.    After  referring  to  his  posi- 
tion that  evening  Mr.  Hill  said  he  had  every  confidence 
in  the  Associai  ion's  continued  success  and  prosperity.  In 
these  days  of  long  hours  and  hard  work  it  is  something  to 
say  of  an  undertaking  that  depends  to  a  very  great  extent  on 
work-in  leisure  that  it  gets  on  so  well  as  it  does.    The  social 
side  of  the  Association's  work  had  been  more  noticeable  than 
formerly,  but  its  scientific  meetings  were  equally  active. 
The  Association's  great  weakness — that  it  is  affected  by  the 
ever  changing  character  of  the  total  of  London  assistants — 
prevented  an  appreciable  addition  to  the  roll,  and  it  possesses 
a  chronic  insatianle  thirst  for  new  members.    In  the  social 
work  Mr.  Hill  said  they  were  doing  a  good  thing  in  bringing 
men  together,  and  removing  that  greatest  of  all  the  evils  of 
pharmacy — disunion.    The  Association's  endeavour  was  to 
establish  a    brotherhood   amongst    chemists'  assistants. 
(Applause  )    Mr.  Morley  Taylor  made  a  good  and  amusirjg 
speech  when  he  proposed  "  The  Guests,"  and  Mr.  Martindale 
was  in  good  form  in  his  reply.    The  musical  programme  was 
good,  and  the  entertainment  as  a  whole  one  of  the  best 
in  the  Association's  history. 


Cape  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. — The  chemists 
assistants  of  Cape  Town  have  formed  an  association,  with 
evening  meetings  for  lectures,  music,  &c  They  are  aiming 
to  form  a  school  of  pharmacy.  The  subscription  is  10s  6d. 
per  annum,  half  that  price  for  apprentices,  and  one  guinea 
tor  principals  as  honorary  members.  Mr.  F  H.  Carman  was 
the  first  President,  Mr.  J.  G.  H.  Mocke  Treasurer,  and  Mr. 
R.  B.  Sainsbuiy  the  Secretary.  As  the  two  first-named 
gentlemen  have  gone  into  businesses,  vee  presume  their  offices 
ave  now  held  by  others. 
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provincial   Wholesale  3)ruootets. 


IN  our  Winter  Number  we  published  portraits  of  forty-two 
members  of  the  London  wholesale  drug-trade.  We  now 
give  some  likenesses  of  partners  in  provincial  wholesale  houses, 
fully  as  representative  of  the  trade  throughout  the  country 
as  our  previous  group  was  of  that  of  the  metropolis.  The 
tbirty-eight  portraits  reproduced  on  this  occasion  represent 
no  fewer  than  twenty  leading  provincial  houses,  but  in  many 
instances  only  some  of  the  partners  in  the  firms  named  are 
represented,  as  a  few  gentlemen  were  found  to  possess 
insurmountable  scruples  against  appearing  in  print,  others 
had  no  suitable  photographs  ready,  and  two  or  three  sent 


in  their  likenesses  too  late  for  inclusion  in  our  gallery.  The 
method  of  grouping  is  the  same  as  that  adopted  in  our 
previous  series — the  firms  following  each  other  in  alpha- 
betical order,  and  the  members  of  each  house  being  placed 
in  the  same  manner  without  regard  to  seniority.  Nearly  all 
the  gentlemen  whose  photographs  we  reproduce  are  in  pos- 
session of  some  distinctive  title,  such  as  "  D.Sc,"  "M.A..," 
"  F.C.S.,"  or  "J.P.,"not  to  mention  stricty  pharmaceutical 
titles ;  but  as  in  some  cases  they  have  omitted  to  state  the 
qualifications  which  we  believe  them  to  possess,  we  have 
decided  to  mention  no'such  titles  whatever. 
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Edward  Evans  Edwahd  Evans,  Jdn.  John  J.  Evans 

(Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool)  (Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool)  (Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool) 
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Wji.  P.  Evans  Chas.  Townsend  W.m.  Powell 

Evans.  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool)  (Ferris  &  Co.,  Bristol)  (Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.,  Leeds) 


Edward  M.  Hodgson  A.  C.  Oldfield  T.  R.  Pattinson 

(McMaster,  Hodgson  &  Co.,  Dublin)  (Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Manchester)  Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Manchester) 
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H.  Wilson 
(Randall  &  Sou,  Southampton) 


Thos.  Barclay 
(Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay,  Birmingham) 
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3 


1 


-  .7 


Arthur  Major  Hugill 
(R.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Liverpool) 


John  Overton 
(R.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Liverpool) 


Geo.  S.  Woollby 
(Managing  Director,  J.  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co., 
Limited,  Manchester) 


H.  W.  Jones 
(Director,  YVyleys,  Limited,  Coventry) 


W.  F.  Wyley 
(Managing  Director,  Wyleys,  Limited,  Coventry) 


at  tbe  Counter. 


"  Thotch  Nile,"  "red  sylpetic  powder,"  and  "  cetlas 
powder  "  seem  new.  These  come  from  Barnet.  "  Irie  die  " 
and  "  phelepry  root "  are  variations  sent  us  by  a  South- 
ampton chemist. 


There  are  still  some  half- educated  persons  even  in  Birming- 
ham. Messrs.  Morris  Banks  &  Co ,  of  that  town,  send  us 
orders  received  for  "  lence  "  (linseed),  "  Spanish  guse,"  and 
"  clordal-efer  "  (chloric  ether). 


Good  enough  for  the  0.  $  B.  (thinks  J.  W.  S.)  :— Enter 
elderly  woman  :  "  I  want  a  plaster,  please."  Chemist :  "  Do 
you  want  one  of  the  porous  ones  !  "  E.  W.  :  "I  want  one 
with  holes  in  to  let  the  '  preparation '  through." 


A  New  Zealander  contributes  some  samples  from  down 
there  : — "  Please  send  mother  a  bottle  of  the  lotion  without 
anything  in  it,  for  her  leg  is  so  bad."  "  'Alf  cround  bottel 
of  corbolic  oil  for  cows'  tits."  "  Liceros  powder  and  jelly- 
teen."  "Phodyflynn  pills."  "Cillycassic  acid."  "  Gatta- 
pectoral  wine."  "  Brown's  bronchitical  trotches."  "3  penn- 
'orth siperous  powder  what  yer  rubs  yer  'ead  with." 


"Syrup  of  squirrils,"  'calpat  oil,"  "paragate  of  potash,' 
"  salvol-saterly,"  "  lady's  interjection  "  [an  enema  syringe], 
and  '•  oil  of  armons  for  earack,"  appear  among  some  written 
orders  sent  to  us  from  the  South-East  of  London. 


A  Berkshire  apprentice  sends  the  following  order :  "  Sir 
will  you  kinly  give  my  girl  some  think  for  she  is  allwith  got 
the  stumakake  she  have  only  got  a  penny."  A  girl  who  has 
only  got  a  penny  has  no  business  with  the  stumakake. 


The  following  are  some  of  the  orders  received  at  "  The 
Oldest  Chemist's  Shop  in  England "  (Mr.  Lawrence's, 
Knaresborough)  :— 

"  Methody  hot '  for  the  hair  '  "  (ess.  bergamot). 

"  Feline  teething-powder." 

"Id.  licker  powder,  please." 

"  1  oz.  infection  powder." 

"  Yeller  liter'ture  "  (plumbi  oxyd.). 

"  Eadeclipter  oil." 

"  Camomiles,  for  a  carbine  "  (carbuncle  meant). 
"  Acidity  for  indisgestion  to  make  pills  on  "  (gum .  asafoetid. 
supplied). 
"  Salve  for  a  '  venomous  '  leg." 

"  Please,  Mister,  can  yer  give  mer  sumthing  for  '  ulsters  ' 
in  the  throat  1  " 
Small  Child :  "  A '  teasing '-powder  wiv  a  cadle  on,  please." 
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THE  substitution  of  machinery  for  hand-labour,  which  has 
been  perhaps  the  most  prominent  feature  of  this  century 
in^all  branches  of  industry,  teems  to  have  affected  pharmacy, 
as  largely  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  its  operations  as 
almost  any  occupation.  Machinery  will  not  yet  answer  the 
night-bell  nor  dust  the  bottles,  but  it  has  successfully  com- 
peted with  the  apprentice  in  the  manufacture  of  pills, 
ointments,  extracts,  tinctures,  and  lozenges,  and  has,  besides, 


Behind  the  spacious  offices  which  take  up  the  front  part  of 
the  building  extends  the  "  fitting-shop,"  a  hall  of  vast 
dimensions,  with  busy  workers  and  machines  in  various 
stages  of  completion.  A  powerful  gas-engine  has  a  nice 
private  office  to  itself  on  one  side  of  the  "  shop,"  and  drives 
the  whole  of  the  machinery  throughout  the  works.  It 
requires  no  attention  from  the  time  it  is  set  going  in  the 
morning,  and  Mr.  Charles  Gardner,  who  did  the  honours  in 
our  tour,  spoke  almost  affectionately  of  its  industry  and 
trustworthiness. 

The  chilled-iron  rollers  chiefly  used  for  flour-mills,  chemi- 
cal and  crystal  grinding,  seed  and  root  crushing  and  bruising, 


introduced  to  the  medical  armamentarium  a  number  of  new 
forms  of  drug-  administration.  Among  the  forms  of  apparatus 
most  generally  used  in  pharmacies,  both  large  and  small,  are 
mixing  and  sifting  machines  ;  and  none  more  readily  demon- 
strate the  superiority  of  matter  over  mind,  or,  to  put  it  more 
accurately,  of  properly  arranged  wheels  and  spirals,  over  the 
natural  man  as  he  appears  in  the  person  of  the  embryo 
pharmacist.  The  latter  may  be  a  genius,  and  he  may  have 
the  capacity  of  taking  pains  to  an  infinite  extent,  but  he 
cannot  sift  and  perfectly  mix  1  cz.  of  one  powder  with 
1  cwt.  of  another  in  two  minutes,  as  the  C.  I),  traveller 
saw  a  machine  do  at  Gloucester  the  other  day. 

Messrs.  William  Gardner  &  Sons,  of  that  city,  some  time 
ago  invited  us  to  visit  their  new  works  when  the  opportunity 
should  occur.  Our  traveller  had  extended  his  wanderings 
into  the  western  counties  early  this  year,  and  passing 
through  the  pleasant  cathedral  city  had  the  pleasure  of 
spending  a  morning  in  looking  over  these  busy  shops. 
Messrs.  Gardner's  business  has  twice  outgrown  the  premises 
which  limited  it  in  different  parts  of  Gloucester,  so  two 
years  ago  a  large  area  in  the  Bristol  Road  was  secured,  and 
on  this  the  new  building  was  erected,  and  its  floors  arranged 
for  the  work  to  be  done  in  them  with  a  completeness  of  detail 
which  could  only  have  been  planned  after  long  experience. 

Mr.  Gardner's  business  was  originally  the  manufacture  of 
mill-stones  for  flour-mills  and  chemical-works.  He  still 
continues  to  manufacture  and  sell  these  stones,  but  we 
understand  that  iron  rollers  have  been  gradually  displacing 
them  for  a  number  of  years  ;  and  instead  of  lamenting  the 
progressing  popularity  of  iron,  and  remaining  exclusively 
loyal  to  the  stone  age,  Mr.  Gardner  wisely  elected  to  get  on 
with  the  new  love  as  well,  and  that  readiness  to  adapt  his 
production  to  his  customers'  wants  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  his  business  has  grown  so  largely.  The  manufacture  of 
mill- machinery  led  to  sifting  and  mixing  machines,  and  these 
brought  the  firm  into  connection  with  the  drug  and  chemical 
trade,  who  seem  to  be  good  customers  for  such  articles. 

A  dozen  big  mill -stones  are  displayed  along  the  front  of 
the  building.  Whether  they  are  put  there  to  dry,  as  an 
ornament,  as  a  sign,  or  with  the  idea  that  some  stray 
American  might  call  in  and  buy  a  few,  and  whether  they 
are  taken  in  at  night,  were  questions  which  passed  through 
the  G.  cf  -Derial  mind  as  its  owner  entered  the  offices,  but  the 
problem  was  one  which  was  chased  away  by  the  subsequent 
effort  of  trying  to  understand  the  action  of  a  number  of 
unfamiliar  machines. 


seemed  to  be  the  heaviest  work  done  at  these  works,  and 
these,  which  are  sometines  corrugated  in  spirals,  require 
wonderfully  true  turning.  The  rollers  vary  considerably  in 
length  and  diameter.  The  fitting  of  them  into  their  frames 
with  all  the  adjustments,  the  frames  themselves,  and  the 
feeding-arrangements,  are  mechanical  labours  involving  many 
ingenious  devices. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  describe  the  various  desigus  of 
the  patent  "  Rapid"  sifters  and  mixers  Messrs.  Gardner  have 
put  on  the  market.  They  are  of  all  sizes,  from  the  counter- 
machine  in  a  cabinet  form,  capable  of  dealing  with  7  lbs.  of 
powders,  to  the  great  machine  with  a  1-ton  capacity.  "  We 
do  not  recommend  a  larger  than  a  1-cwt.  machine  for 
hand-power,"  said  Mr.  Gardner,  and  from  our  own  feeble 
point  of  view  we  should  think  that  is  twice  the  capacity  that 
delicate  chemists  would  care  to  handle. 

In  sheds  beyond  the  fitting-shop  is  a  large  stock  of  timber, 


The  Fitting-shop. 


which  for  these  machines  needs  to  be  thoroughly  well 
seasoned  and  perfectly  joined.  If  there  were  cracks  or 
knots  in  the  wood  it  would  be  difficult  to  clean  the  machine 
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after  each  operation,  and  loss  would  occur  by  dust  escaping. 
In  another  shed  we  found  the  comparatively  deserted  mill- 
stones, some  in  process  of  manufacture.  "  These,"  said  Mr. 
Gardner,  "  come  from  our  quarries  in  Derbyshire,  and  are 
known  as  Peak  stones  ;  these  others,  which  are  of  flint,  we 
get  from  various  quarries  in  France,  and  joint  and  cement 
the  pieces  together  into  the  right  shape,  as  you  see  is  being 
done.  The  surfaces  of  the  pair  of  stones  have  to  be  faced 
down  to  very  exact  level,  and  then  they  are  corrugated  or 
furrowed,  these  channels  serving  for  the  ground  material  to 
pass  away." 

On  the  upper  floor  of  the  works  there  are  a  large  number 
of  finished  machines,  and  joinery  and  other  work  are  carried 
on  in  this  department.  Here,  too,  the  firm  make  all  their 
own  belting  from  the  raw  hides.  Many  ingenious  devices 
and  improvements  have  been  introduced  into  these  sifting 
and  mixing  machines  of  late  years,  and  these  make  the 
manufacture  a  very  interesting  one.  A  visit  to  the  works 
shows  that  it  is,  too,  of  a  much  more  important  extent  than 
many  people  would  thick.  Messrs.  Gardner  make  some 
thirty  varieties  of  sifting-machines,  each  having  some 
peculiarities  to  adapt  it  to  special  requirements.  Messrs. 


Gardner  &  Sons  themselves  seem  to  hold  the  opinion,  not  un- 
naturally, that  the  time  will  come  when  no  chemist's  shop 


The  TJrrER  FLOon. 


will  be  considered  to^be  completely  supplied  without  one  or 
more  of  their  machines  as  a  part  of  the  apparatus  in  use. 


%  €mimutmjfi  aitb  trcr  Son. 


y^r^A^  ^"iin  ^/iJUio  v  \ 


Mrs.  Cornelius  Hanbury,  Sen. 
From  the  portrait  painted  by  Mr.  Percy  Bigland  on  her  centenary. 

THE  second  of  these  portraits  was  subscribed  for  by  the 
employes  of  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited), 
and  presented  to  Mr.  Hanbury  at  a  meeting  held  at  St. 
Andrew's  Institute,  Bethnal  Green,  on  February  29.  A 
report  of  the  meeting  was  given  in  our  last  issue,  page  350. 
We  are  indebted  to  the  artist  for  the  photograph  of  Mrs. 


Mr.  Cornelius  Hanbury. 
From  the  presentation  portrait  painted  by  Mr.  Percy  Bigland. 

Hanbury's  portrait,  which  we  reproduce  here  owirjg  to  its 
exceptional  pharmaceutical  interest,  this  being,  as  far  as  we 
are  aware,  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  English  pharmacy 
that  anyone  connected  with  it  has  reached  such  a  venerable 
age  as  Mrs.  Hanbury.  She  will  be  103  years  old  in  the 
month  of  June  nest. 
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Cjre  §&mxax  T&aribaxx  §xxtQ-bxahx, 


A  Talk  with  Me.  Thomas  Hale,  of  Claydon. 

THE  interview  with  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Barratt  on  "  Art  in 
Advertising  "  in  our  last  Summer  Number  brought  us  a 
communication  from  Mr.  Thomas  Hale,  formerly  senior  partner 
in  the  drug-brokers'  firm  of  Hale  &  Son,  of  Fenchurch  Avenue, 
but  now  living  in  retirement  in  Suffolk.  Thinking  that  it 
would  be  interesting  hear  a  veteran's  thoughts  of  the  present- 
day  drug  business,  a  Chemist  and  Deuggist  representative 
travelled  Ipswich-wards  one  autumn  morning  and  sought  out 
Mr.  Hale  in  his  beautiful  country-house  at  Claydon.  The 
thoughts  of  Claydon  are  not  of  drugs,  but  rather  of  the 
depressed  state  of  agriculture.  It  was  months  after  the 
general  election,  but  bright-coloured  placards  inviting  the 
electors  to  "  support  Pretyman  and  speed  the  Plough  " — an 
invitation  which  had  been  responded  to  by  the  constituency 
— were  still  to  be  seen  on  many  a  hoarding  and  barn,  while 
the  Crops  and  the  Farmers'  sad  plight  were  the  only  topics 
of  conversation  among  the  Chemist  and  Druggist  man's 
fellow-travellers.  Mr.  Hale  himself,  too,  is  as  keen  a  politi- 
cian as  ever,  and  one  of  the  first  questions  he  put  me  (writes 
our  representative),  after  shaking  hands  with  me  in  his  draw- 
ing-room, was  concerning  my  political  principles.  I  meekly 
replied  that,  while  engaged  in  my  professional  duties,  like  the 
man  in  the  "  Biglow  Papers,"  I  "  gloried  in  havin'  nothin'  of 
the  sort,"  but  Mr.  Hale  himself  was  above  such  weakness. 
"  I  am  a  true  Conservative,"  he  began,  "  as  my  father  was 
before  me."  And  after  lunch  Mr.  Hale,  who  still  occasionally 
cultivates  the  Muses,  recited  to  me  some  stanzas  written  by 
him  after  the  General  Election  of  1886,  in  which  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's statesmanship  was  referred  to  in  terms  the  reverse  of 
complimentary.  "  I  sent  a  copy  of  those  verses  to  Lord 
Salisbury,"  the  old  gentleman  added  gleefully,  and  Mr. 
Hale's  laugh  rang  as  merrily  as  if  he  had  been  half  his 
age.  And  as  he  held  up  his  hand,  which  was  as  steady  as 
that  of  a  man  of  35,  chatting  pleasantly  all  the  time,  and 
looking  at  me  with  his  clear  bright  eye,  I  felt  my  heart  go 
out  to  this  fine  old  Englishman,  and  could  understand  the 
truth  of  his  assertion  that  in  all  his  years  of  business-life 
he  had  never  knowingly  made  an  enemy. 

His  Fiest  Business  Acquaintance. 

"  My  father,"  said  Mr.  Hale,  "  was  a  member  of  Lloyd's — 
his  portrait  hangs  in  their  big  room — and  an  expert  on  all 
questions  connected  with  shipping.  In  his  business  capacity 
he  had  dealings  with  a  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Tucker  &  Hunter, 
well-known  drug- brokers  in  those  days,  and  on  November  28, 
1828 — I  remember  it  as  though  it  were  yesterday — I  began 
my  business  career  in  that  firm.  I  liked  the  produce-trade 
from  the  first — a  most  interesting  business  it  seemed  to  me — 
and  how  my  heart  was  in  it  is  perhaps  best  shown  by  the 
fact  that  later  in  my  career  I  began  to  write  what  I  intended 
to  be  a  dictionary  of  drugs  met  with  in  London  com- 
merce. Unfortunately,  it  was  never  finished,  but  I  have  the 
manuscript  here  now,"  and  Mr.  Hale  produced  the  age- 
mellowed  book  from  his  bureau.  "  In  my  early  business-days, 
however,  there  was  not  much  time  to  think  about  book-  writing. 
I  often  was  in  business  till  9  or  10  o'clock  at  night,  and  had 
to  walk  from  Holloway — the  terminus  of  the  stage-coach — 
to  my  home  at  Highgate.  Yes,  we  worked  much  harder  than 
business-men  do  nowadays,  but  we  didn't  worry  so  much, 
certainly.  In  our  own  trade,  at  any  rate,  competition  was  not 
so  keen  but  that  there  was  a  comfortable  living  for  us  all, 
and  personal  relations  were  much  more  cordial. 

The  Genealogy  op  the  Fiem. 

"  Tucker  &  Hunter's  business  was  at  39  Lime  Street.  After- 
wards the  firm  was  changed  to  Tucker,  Sons  &  Co.,  and  then 
it  became  J.  P.  Howard  &  Co.  This  Mr.  Howard  (no,  he 
was  not  related  to  the  Howards  of  Stratford)  was  a  big  man, 
with  influential  Government  connections,  and  his  firm  was 
appointed  brokers  to  the  Government  of  Ceylon,  then  a  Crown 
colony.  That  appointment  was  worth  something,  I  can  tell 
you.  The  Government  had  the  monopoly  of  cinnamon,  for 
instance,  and  every  bale  of  that  spice  was  put  in  Howard's 
hands  for  sale,  the  commission  being  2|  per  cent.  Ah  I " 
continued  Mr.  Hale,  regretfully  recalling  the  profits  of  sixty 


years  ago,  "  the  Government  mas  a  good  customer.  I 
remember  that  it  sent  an  official  seal  to  us  which  we  were 
instructed  to  affix  to  all  its  account  sales.  Besides  the 
Ceylon  produce 
we  dealt  in  drugs 
generally,  and  we 
had  all  the  isin- 
glass and  nearly 
all  the  india- 
rubber  that  came 
to  London  in 
those  days. 

"Before  How- 
ard retired  from 
business  I  had 
been  made  a 
partner,  and 
when  he  went  he 
asked  me  whether 
I  would  like  to 
have  someone  as- 
sociated with  me. 
I  replied  that  I 
should  like  Sam 
Ellis  for  a 
partner.  He  had 
been  with  Lewis, 
the  predecessor 
of  Lewis  &  Peat, 
and  was  a  good 
friend  of  mine.  I 
had  always  ad- 
mired his  charac- 
ter, and  at  my 
suggestion  he  left 
Lewis's,  and  we 
started  together 
as  Ellis  &  Hale. 

"  Under  that 
style  we  did  busi- 
ness for  many 
years,  selling  pro- 
duce from  all 
parts  of  the 
world,  and  it  was 
as  a  partner  in 
that  firm  that  I 
was  sketched  standing  on  'Change  by  a  man  named  Geddes 
— a  clever  artist  he  was,  and  you  can  see  many  of  his  water- 
colours  in  old  Mincing  Lane  business-houses.  In  the  fulness 
of  time  my  partner  Ellis  retired,  my  eldest  son,  Thomas,  took 
his  place,  and  the  firm  became  Hale  &  Son.  My  son  Thomas 
also  retired  after  a  short  time,  and  was  succeeded  by  his 
brother  Matthew,  who  is  now  the  senior  partner." 

After  this  short  genealogical  sketch  of  his  old  firm,  Mr. 
Hale  went  on  to  talk  of  the  goods  he  had  sold,  warming  to 
his  theme  as  he  proceeded,  and  waxing  as  interested  in  the 
subject  as  his  listener  himself. 

Ceylon  Produce. 

"  Do  you  know,"  he  said,  "  that  we  sold  the  first  consign- 
ment of  Australian  wool  ?  That  was  for  the  firm  of  Southey 
&  Sons,  in  Coleman  Street,  in  the  Thirties,  I  think.  We  were 
not  wool-brokers,  it  is  true,  but  the  consignment  was  looked 
upon  as  a  curiosity,  and  no  one  had  any  idea  of  the  extent 
to  which  the  business  would  grow — with  an  Exchange  of  its 
own,  and  a  turnover  of  some  millions  of  pounds  a  year. 
And,  as  I  told  you,  there  was  a  time  when  we  sold  all  the 
Ceylon  Government  produce.  You  remember  the  story  how, 
with  the  consent  of  Government,  we  used  to  make  a 
bonfire  of  cinnamon  in  front  of  our  office  in  Fenchurch 
Avenue  whenever  the  supplies  were  tending  to  become  too 
large.  It  was  usually  the  chips  that  we  burned,  and 
Government  left  us  a  free  hand  in  the  matter,  only 
stipulating  that  the  price  of  cinnamon  should  not  fall  below 
a  minimum  figure.  You  may  guess  how  big  the  business 
was  when  I  tell  you  that  we  sometimes  paid  sums  of  60.000Z. 
or  70.000Z.  into  the  Bank  of  England  on  account  of  the 
Ceylon  Government.  Unfortunately  for  us,  the  sale  of 
Ceylon  cinnamon  ceased  to  be  a  Government  monopoly,  and 
the  business  was  gradually  spoilt. 
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The  Longest  Sale. 

"  Oar  ostrich-feather,  like  our  ivory  department  has 
always  been  one  of  the  chief  branches  of  our  business.  It 
may  interest  you  to  know  I  once  presided  at  an  ostrich- 
feather  auction  which  remains  on  record  as  the  longest  con- 
secutive sale  ever  known  to  have  been  held  in  Mincing  Lane. 
It  began  at  half-past  10  one  Friday  morning,  and,  with 
half-an-hour's  interval  for  dinner,  lasted  until  1  20  A.m.  on 
Saturday  morning.  And  yet  1  was  a  quick  seller  in  those 
days.  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  get  through  my  cata- 
logue in  spite  of  several  protests  from  my  buyers,  many 
of  whom  were  Jews,  and  disinclined  to  break  their  Sabbath 
rest.  However,  with  few  exceptions,  they  stopped  on.  I 
"had  my  tea  brought  up  in  the  pulpit,  and  next  day  I  couldn't 
speak.  In  the  days  of  which  I  am  now  talking  the  bulk  of 
our  ostrich-feathers  were  wild  ones,  which  are  scarce  nowa- 
days. 

"  Among  drugs  our  firm  dealt  largely  in  castor  oil,  and  we 
often  sold  five  hundred,  sometimes  even  a  thousand,  cases  at  a 
deal.  That  may  seem  little  to  you,  but  remember  that  in 
the  days  of  which  I  am  now  talking — before  the  Suez  Canal 
was  cut  and  telegraph- cables  had  been  laid  in  every  sea — we 
dealt  almost  exclusively  in  goods  that  were  available  on  the 
spot ;  the  speculative  trade  for  arrival  that  is  now  the  back- 
bone— and  a  sorry  backbone — of  Mincing  Lane  wasn't  known 
-then.  The  East  Indian  castor  oil  of  those  days  was  like  the 
cod-liver  oil  of  the  same  period — of  a  beautiful  sherry  colour, 
but  much  less  palatable  than  they  make  it  now.  I  always 
used  to  tell  to  my  principals,  the  Lyall's,  whose  house  in 
Calcutta  was  Gopal  Chunder  Chowder— the  triangle  and 
GCC  mark  has  long  been  a  leading  castor-oil  brand — I 
used  to  tell  them  that  they  ought  to  try  to  get  their  oil 
water-white,  and  that  there  was  a  fortune  awaiting  the  man 
who  could  contrive  to  make  it  so.  Now,  of  course,  white 
•castor  oil  is  the  order  of  the  day,  but  I  don't  know  who  made 
the  fortune  out  of  it. 

Expobt  Business. 

"  We  not  only  sold  foreign  produce  of  all  kinds,  but  we 
also  bought  a  lot  of  goods  here — as  our  firm  still  do — for 
shipment  abroad.  Thousands  and  thousands  of  ounces  of 
Howards'  quinine  I  have  bought  for  shipment  to  India,  and 
to  ship  500-bottle  lots  of  quicksilver  was  a  common  trans- 
action with  us.  I  always  bought  it  at  Rothschilds',  and  I 
flatter  myself  that  I  stood  as  well  with  old  Baron  Nathaniel 
Meyer  as  anyone,  for  he  was  very  particular  about  the 
destination  of  the  mercury  he  sold.  One  had  to  pledge  one's 
word  it  wouldn't  be  brought  into  trade  here — and  I  always 
dealt  fairly  by  them.  You  know  I  have  more  than  once  had 
the  chance,  when  I  was  young,  of  getting  a  berth  at  Roth- 
schilds', but  I'm  not  sorry  after  all,"  said  Mr.  Hale,  with  a 
merry  wink,  "  that  I  elected  to  paddle  my  own  canoe." 

Many  well-known  business  men  of  the  day  have  been 
trained  in  the  firm  of  Ellis  &  Hale.  We  have  already  men- 
tioned the  name  of  Mr.  Barratt,  now  the  managing  director 
of  A.  &  F.  Pears  (Limited).  Mr.  Samuel  Figgis  also  gradu- 
ated in  Fenchurch  Avenue ;  and  so  did  Mr.  Bartlett,  who 
afterwards,  with  Mr.  Bowyer,  a  clerk  in  the  drug -brokers' 
firm  of  Geo.  Brooks,  established  the  house  of  Bowyer  & 
Bartlett,  now  one  of  the  largest  opium-brokers'  firms  in 
London, 

Retiked  fkom  Business. 

Most  of  Mr.  Hale's  Mincing  Lane  reminiscences  were 
imparted  to  me  in  the  interval  between  lunch  and  afternoon 
tea,  and,  still  pleasantly  talking  on  in  his  wonderfully  clear 
and  energetic  way,  the  old  gentleman  led  the  way  through 
his  garden  and  greenhouses,  bidding  me  mark  his  fruit- 
trees,  of  which  he  is  justly  proud,  and  finally  leading  the 
way  to  his  drawing-room,  a  veritable  storehouse  of  Eastern 
china  and  curios.  A  man  of  taste  can  hardly  have  gone 
through  sixty  prosperous  years  of  produce-broking  without 
amassing  some  fine  specimens,  but  in  Mr.  Hale's  collection 
theie  are  things  of  real  excellence.  "  My  house,"  said  he, 
"used  to  be  like  a  mussum,  bu*;  when  one  has  a  large  family, 
and  sons  and  daughters  get  married,  things  will  go." 

Oqb  of  the  pleasantest  memories  of  the  enjoyable  after- 
noon I  spent  with  this  Grand  Old  Man  of  Mincing  Lane 
(may  he  forgive  the  allusion !)  was  the  cheery  tone  in 
which  he  spoke  of  the  future  of  business.    "  There  is  plenty 


of  business  nowadays,"  he  said,  "if  people  will  but  take  the 
trouble  to  look  for  it.  Only,  the  long  years  of  prosperity 
this  country  has  enjoyed  have  made  the  present  generation 
too  easy-going;  they  don't  work  so  hard  as  we  older  ones 
used  to  do.  Bur,  bless  you,  everyone  can  get  a  living. 
Think  of  all  the  new  products  that  are  constantly  being 
brought  into  trade.  There  is  Kauri  gum,  for  instance. 
That  is  now  one  of  the  most  valuable  exports  from  New 
Zealand;  but  forty-five  years  ago,  when  trial-shipments 
were  first  sent  over  to  England  and  put  up  for  sale  in 
Mincing  Lane,  we  looked  upon  it  as  a  kind  of  inferior 
rosin,  and  the  stuff  could  hardly  find  a  sale.  Why,  if  I  were 
a  young  man  now,  I  would  go  out  to  New  Zealand  and  make 
my  fortune  in  breaking  up  the  monopoly  in  the  Kauri 
business." 

And  when  I  returned  to  London,  and  thought  over  the 
incidents  of  the  day,  I  concluded  that  one  could  hardly  wish 
for  a  happier  eve  of  life  than  that  of  the  old  Mincing  Lane 
man  I  had  seen — in  easy  circumstances,  with  no  enemy  in 
the  world,  and  a  clour  head  and  steady  hind  at  83  years  of 
age. 


Hanna— Flinn. — March  3,  at  Bangor  Road  Presbyterian 
Church,  Hoiywood,  Balfast,  by  the  Rev.  R.  J,  Morell,  M.A. 
W.  Hanna,  M  P.S.I.,  eldest  son  of  W.  Hanna,  merchant, 
Main  Street,  Bangor,  to  Margaret,  daughter  of  Robert  Flinn, 
Sunnybank,  BaDgor. 

Hewitt—  Maxey. — On  March  4,  at  Christ  Church,  Pits- 
moor,  Mr.  C.  H.  Hewitt,  chemist  and  druggist,  Division 
Street,  Sheffield,  to  Miss  Jennie  B.  Maxey,  second  daughter 
of  Mr.  H.  Maxey,  Rock  Rise,  Pitsmoor,  Sheffield. 


Deatba. 


Ellis — On  March  2,  at  his  residence,  57  North  Strand 
Road,  Dublin,  Mr.  Joseph  Ellis,  late  of  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Long 
&  Co.,  State  apothecaries.  The  funeral  took  place  on 
Thursday  last. 

Gowans. — The  death  is  reported  of  Mr.  James  Gowans, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Perth,  one  of  the  most  respected 
citizens  of  the  Fair  City.  He  was  in  business  in  High 
Street,  Perth  (after  serving  his  apprenticeship  there),  for 
more  than  fifty-five  years,  and  about  six  years  ago  sold  out  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  his  son  John,  a  Minor  man,  having  pre- 
deceased him,  as  had  also  another  son,  who  was  a  doctor  in 
Perth. 

Kelly. — On  March  4,  at  Newtown  Mount  Kennedy,  Hester 
(Cissy),  aged  20  years  and  seven  months,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Patrick  Kelly,  M.P.S.I.,  Richmond  Street,  Portobello,  Dublin. 

Lawson. — Mr.  M.  A.  Lawson,  Government  Botanist  and 
Director  of  the  Government  Cinchona  Plantations  on  the 
Nilgiris,  died  on  February  14  at  the  Ganeral  Hospitil. 
Madras,  from  abscess  on  the  liver.  Mr.  Lawson,  who  intended 
to  retire  from  Governmsnt  service  in  April  of  this  year  and 
to  return  to  England,  was  formerly  a  Professor  of  Botany  at 
Oxford  University,  and  in  188L  he  presided  over  the  botanical 
Sestion  of  the  British  Association.  In  1833  he  was  appointed 
to  the  post  of  Botanist  to  the  Government  of  Madras.  It; 
was  through  Mr.  Lawson's  exertions  as  Director  of  the 
Cinchona  Plantations  that  the  distribution  of  quinine  has 
proved  such  a  remarkable  success  in  Southern  India.  He 
was  a  man  of  very  quiet  and  unassuming  disposition  and 
much  liked  by  those  who  were  brought  into  contact  with 
him. 

Pentelow. — Oa  March  8,  Mr.  H.  Pentelow,  chemist  and 
druggist,  High  Street,  March.    Aged  38. 

Smith. — On  February  23,  Mr.  Walter  Smith,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Glasgow.    Aged  41. 

Swingbukn. — The  death  has  occurred  of  Mr.  R.  H. 
Swingburn,  J.P.,  chemist  and  druggist,  South  Molton,  at  the 
age  of  54.  Mr.  Swingburn  had  been  in  business  in  the  to  vn 
for  about  twenty  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a 
member  of  the  Borough  Bench. 
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CAKES. 


Telegrams. ■  "SANITAS  LONDON."  Registered  Trade  Mark:  " SANITAS." 

THE  SANlfAS  CO.,  Ltd, 

(O.  T.  KINGZETT,  F.I.O.,  F.O.S.,  Managing  Director), 

DISINFECTANT  MANUFACTURERS, 
Chemical  Manufacturers  &  Merchants, 

Analytical  Department  for  Disinfectants,  Waters,  Sheep  Dips,  and 
Sanitary  Preparations. 


"UNSURPASSED  FOR  EXCELLENCE." 

Manufactured  entirely  from  an  "  ABSOLUTELY 
PURE  "  and  INEXHAUSTIBLE  "  CRYSTAL 
SPRING,"  situated  on  the  premises,  and  ex- 
clusively the  private  property  of  the  Firm 
at  Ruthin. 


"  Sanitas  "  Disinfectants  and 
Appliances. 

'*  Sanitas  Eucalyptus  "  Pre- 
parations, &e. 

'*  Creoeide  "  and  Carbolic  Dis- 
infectants. 

L.  G.  B.  Corrosive  Sublimate 
Pellets. 

Peroxide  of  Hydrogen  (Patent 

Preserved). 


Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles 

(Patent). 

Chloride  of  Zinc  (Any  Gravity). 

Eucalyptus  Oils  (Own  Importa- 
tion). 

Drain  Testers. 

Sheep  Dips. 

Weed  Destroyer. 

Moth  Paper. 


And  all  kinds  of  DISINFECTANT  MATERIALS. 


City  Depot  :  29  QUEEN  VICTOKIA  STREET,  E.C. 
New  York  :  636  "WEST  55th  STREET. 
Works:  BETHNAL  GREEN",  LONDON",  E. 


FARRINGDON 


I     No.  1  Finest-.  Pure     [4  ■ 

[crushed  linseed  1 

nT>~2  Pure 

CRUSHED  LINSEED  JJjJ 

BEST" 


CLEANEDE  UNSEED  It 6/ e» 


cwt 


No.  1  Fmetl  FuTe     i  .  _   .       0  '<  ui 

FULLER'S  EARTH  1R/*t|sPee 

(Light  Colour.       I  j  W/  CWt|  J. T 


Ivo  2  Purt 

FULLER'S  EARTH 


cwt. 


►&  CAKKIAG-E  PAID  to  Pairway  Stations  witnin  200  miles 
London  'Oral' owanee  made  for  dietarieesbe.yond)  on  a  total  weight 
of  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles.  Smaller  parcels  ae 
livered  free  on  rail  L.ndon  at  above  prices. 


ROAT).  LOUDON 

Finest  Pure 

STARCH  POWDER 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 

PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

No7"2_Pure 

PRECIPITATED  CHALK 


"WHITE  EARTH  " 

Specially  prepared  for 

Toilet  purposes  

"Finest  Pu-e  Sifted  "Sft~7~S 

TOiLET  OATMEAL  11/ 


R.  M.  MILLS  8i  CO., 

BOURNE, 

LINCOLN  SHIRE. 


WATERS 


The  Cte* 


Hypophosphites  of  Lime  &  Soda, 


Has  been  accepted  and  prescribed  by  physicians  in  a,ll 
parts  of  til©  "5«r05?IcS.  for  the  past  twenty 
years,  and  considered  by  them  tire  preparation  of 

COD  LIVER  OIL  PAR  EXCELLENCE. 


SCOTT  &  BOWNE,  Ltd., 

47  Farringdon  Street,  E.C. 


We?t  End  Agents,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  South  Andley  Street,  W 
Oity  Agents,  RAE  &  CO.,  6  Bailway  Place,  Fenchurch  Street,  E.G. 
And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &c. 

Retail  price,  4/=  per  bottle  ;  45/=  per  dozen. 

Trade  Terms  :-Less  than  one  dozen,  40/=  Net. 

Cases  of  one  dozen,  36/-  Net. 
United  Kingdoin:— Carriage  paid  on  three  cases. 
For  Shipment :    Five  cases  f.o.b.  London. 
Sole  Proprietors- 
Fletcher,    Fletcher  &  Co.,    Holloway,  LONDON. 

GEORGE    FREDERICK  SCHACHT. 

By  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Schacht  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  has  lost  one  of  its  most  picturesque  personalities, 
and  one  of  its  two  oldest  members,  Mr.  Bottle  and  Mr. 
Schacht  are  contemporaries  so  far  as  their  connection  with 
the  Society  is  concerned,  Mr.  Bottle's  name  having  appeared 
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for  the  first  time  in  the  1842  list  of.  members  of  the  Society, 
and  Mr.  Scbacht's  in  the  list  of  associates  of  the  same  date. 
It  was  not  until  1845  that  Mr.  Schacht  became  a  member  of 
the  Society,  but  before  that  time  (September,  1845)  he  gave 
evidence  of  activity  in  pharmaceutical  matters.  While  he 
was  an  apprentice  with  Savory  &  Moore  he  appears  to  have 
entered  the  Society's  School  at  the  end  of  1844,  and  com- 
municated a  paper  to  the  scientific  meeting  in  March  follow- 
ing "  On  Unguentum  Hydrargyri  Nitratis."  It  was  a  good 
paper,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  evening  (Mr.  Morson)  said  of 
it  that  it  was  "  the  first  paper  which  had  emanated  from 
the  practical  school  within  their  own  walls.  ...  He  thought 
the  paper  was  very  creditable  to  the  author,  and,  although  it 
did  not  enter  much  into  the  chemical  points  of  the  subject, 
it  nevertheless  contained  matter  of  much  practical  value.' 
In  June  of  that  year  Mr.  Schacht  took  a  school  certificate  in 
materia  medica,  second  prize  in  chemistry,  and  first  prize  in 
practical  pharmacy;  and  at  the  end  of  the  session  in 
October  he  took  first  prize  in  organic  chemistry.  He  was 
practically  the  best  student  of  his  year,  having  distinguished 
himself  in  four  subjects.  The  first  Major  examination  was 
held  in  August,  1845,  and  it  was  on  that  occasion  that  Mr. 
Schacht  graduated  as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist.  As  an 
historic  reminiscence,  we  quote  the  official!  record  of  the 
passes  on  that  occasion.  The  names  appear  in  the  following 
order : — ■ 

John  Sparks,  Tottenham  Court  Road 
Edward  Pinder,  High  Street,  Camden  Town 
Geo.  Fredk.  Schacht,  17  Bloomsbury  Square 
Joseph  B.  French,  17  Bloomsbury  Square 
John  R.  Hall,  17  Bloomsbury  Square 
John  R.  Rogers,  17  Bloomsbury  Square 
George  F.  Smyth,  17  Bloomsbury  Square 
Thos.  Bonnor  Teasdale,  17  Bloomsbury  Square 

John  Sparks's  certificate  was  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Schacht's 
No.  2.  At  present  only  two  of  the  above  are  still  on  the 
Kegister,  Mr.  Schacht,  and  Mr.  French,  now  of  Castlemaine, 
Australia,  whose  certificate  is  No.  3.  Although  John  Sparks's 


name  is  not  there,  it  is  believed  that  he  is  still  alive.  He 
was  last  heard  of  at  Arundel  Square,  in  1884.  The  Kegister 
is  evidence  until  the  contrary  shall  be  made  to  appear,  and 
according  to  that  Mr.  Schacht  is  the  premier  examined 
pharmaceutical  chemist  in  Great  Britain.  Immediately  on 
leaving  the  Square,  and  while  engaged  in  business,  Mr. 


Schacht  began  a  series  of  investigations  which  continued 
without  interruption  for  more  than  twenty  years.  It  is 
apparent  from  the  papers  which  he  published  then  that  Mr. 
Schacht's  soul  was  in  his  work  ;  he  meddled  not  with  what 
was  good,  but  where  there  was  a  difficulty  to  be  solved  or  a 
preparation  to  be  improved,  he  attacked  the  problem  and 
gave  his  fellow-pharmacists  the  benefit  of  his  achievements. 
There  was  one  notable  exception  to  this  habit.  He  never 
disclosed  his  process  for  the  preparation  of  liquor  oismuthi. 
It  appears  that  early  in  1855  he  perfected  this  preparation, 
having  discovered  that  citric  acid  prevents  the  precipitation 
of  bismuth  by  excess  of  ammonia.  When  Charles  R.  C. 
Tichborne,  in  1863,  told  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  what 
was  in  the  liquor,  Mr.  Schacht  explained  that  it  "  consisted 
of  bismuth  oxide,  citric  acid,  and  ammonia,  and  the  quantity 
of  bismuth  oxide  present  was  lgr.  in  each  fluid  drachm.  .  . 
He  had  adopted  the  name  'Liquor  Bismuthi  (Schacht) 
partly  because,  having  been  fortunate  in  discovering  this 
elegant  method  of  holding  bismuth  in  permanent  solution, 
he  was  anxious  to  reap  some  measure  of  award  in  the  credit 
which  would  attach  to  so  distinct  an  improvement."  It  is  a 
curious  fact  that,  although  this  celebrated  liquor  has  been 
known  for  forty  years,  the  pharmacopccial  representation  of  it 
is  not  like  it,  except  in  respect  to  the  fact  that  it  5s  an 
alkaline  solution  containing  bismuth  citrate.  It  is  unneces- 
sary to  mention  all  that  Mr.  Schacht  has  done  to  advance 
practical  pharmacy,  but  we  may  recall  the  fact  that  he  ia 
the  inventor  of  glycerinum  amyli.  His  work  in  pharmac;; 
is  good,  but  in  later  years,  practically  from  about  1870,  it  has 
been  overshadowed,  if  not  superseded,  by  his  services  as  a 
pharmaceuticarpolitician. 

Mr.  Schacht  first  figured  prominently  in  this  capacity 
when  the  Privy  Council  tried,  in  1869,  to  enforce  regulations 
for  the  storage  of  poisons.     He  was,  perhaps,  the  most 
effective  leader  on  that  occasion  "agin  the  guvverment." 
The  anarchists  succeeded,  and  the  Privy  Council  have  never 
cordially  trusted  pharmacists  since.    Afterwards  he  became 
the  most  persistent  and  devoted  exponent  and  advocate  of: 
the  educational  schemes  which  have  been  from  time  to  tim> 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  In 
1869  Mr.  Schacht,  who  had  then  been  an  examiner  for  aboun 
two  years,  urged  the  need  for  greater  facilities  for  provincial 
pharmaceutical  education  before  the  Conference,  and  in  an 
article  entitled  "  Mutual  Help,"  published  in  The  Chemist 
and  Dkuggist  Almanac  for  1870,  he  very  attractively 
set  forth  his  benevolent  desires,  and  urged  that  all  over  the 
country  advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  Government 
science  classes.    Later,  Mr.  Schacht  became  the  recognised 
apostle  of  the  pharmaceutical  curriculum.    If  he  has  failed 
to  secure  most  of  the  objects  he  has  publicly  aimed  at,  the 
reason  has  been  that  he  has  aimed  too  high.    He  has  alwajs 
had  in  view  the  ideal  pharmacist.    He  ideal  was  a  very  high 
one,  and  he  has  apparently  never  abandoned  the  hope  of 
levelling  us  all  up  to  that  standard.    As  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  1878,  Mr.  Schacht  sketched/ 
his  model  pharmacist's  career  and  character  :  "  Ths  man  was 
possessed  with  a  high  idea  of  the  duties  of  his  call- 
ing, to  which  every  other  consideration  connected  with  i1 
was  made  to  bend  ;  he  was  jealous  for  those  duties  as  for  a 
daughter's  honour.    He  felt  his  art  to  be  a  living  thing  with 
a  past,  present,  and  future,  and  though  he  laboured  in  it,  and 
lived  by  it,  he  refused  to  regard  it  as  a  possession  of  his  own,  but 
only  as  a  trust  to  be  held  in  common  with  others,  and  to  be 
transmitted  to  his  successors,  if  possible,  in  augmented: 
value."    By  example  and  precept  Mr.  Schacht  has  alway.- 
inculcated  that  lesson.    Is  it  wonderful  that  he  has,  in  a 
sense,  failed  as  a  legislator  ?    But  he  has  succeeded  in  im 
planting  in  the  micds  cf  thousands  of  young  men  higter 
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aspirations  than  they  would  have  had  without  him,  and  who 
vtil  call  that  failure  1 

To  a  C.  4'  D-  interviewer  who  asked  Mr.  Schacht  why  he 
was  retiring  he  said,  "  I  have  served  on  the  Council  for 
twenty-four  years,  and  am,  of  course,  that  number  of  years 
older  than  when  first  elected,  and  proportionately  less  elastic 
evaiy  way,  I  have,  moreover,  certain  other  duties,  nearer 
home,  which  I  feel  bound  to  fulfil,  such,  for  instance,  as 
those  connected  with  the  conduct  and  development  of 
University  College,  Bristol,  which  happily  increase  year  by 
year  as  that  institution  grow?,  and  of  the  endowed  schools 
of  Crewkerne  and  Ilminster,  in  Somerset.  The  Council-work 
of  those  three  schemes  alone  absorbs  a  good  deal  of  time, 
and  renders  systematic  monthly  visiting  to  London  sometimes 
inconvenient.  But  my  chief  reason  for  retiring  is  the  one 
contained  in  my  letter  to  the  Pre  sident.  I  am  no  longer  a 
practising  pharmaceutical  chemist,  as  I  venture  to  think  all 
members  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ought 
to  be." 

"  No,"  he  added  in  reply  to  a  request,  "  I  have  no  recent 
photograph  of  myself  so  we  reproduce  one  which  we  pub- 
lished just  over  twenty  years  ago,  and  his  friends  will  see  with 
pleasure  how  little  those  twenty  years  have  affected  him. 


INCREASE  IN  BRITISH  TRADE. 
The  Board  of  Trade  Returns  for  February,  which  have 
just  been  published,  show  a  gratifying  increase  in  all  de- 
partments of  our  foreign  trade.  Our  total  imports  last 
month  amounted  in  value  to  35,476,736/.,  against  28,134,489/. 
ia  February.  1895 ;  our  exports  of  national  goods  to 
19,683,456: ,  against  15,973,0957. ;  and  our  re-exports  of 
foreign  and  colonial  goods  to  5,638,232/.,  against  4,407,824/., 
respectively.  The  following  are  the  figures  for  the  first 
two  months  of  this  year  and  last : — 


1895 

1896 

Increase 

Value  £ 

Value  £ 

Per  cent. 

£4,877,970 

73,950,595 

14-02 

Exports  (.British  and  In=h 

34,197,331 

40,810,624 

19-29 

Exports  (foreign  and  colonial 

4,407,824 

5,638,232 

27-89 

liven  allowing  for  the  extra  working  day  in  February  this 
year  the  increase  is  remarkable,  and  if  the  same  ratio  is 
maintained,  1896  will  be  the  record  year  of  money-turnover 
in  our  foreign  trade.  The  value  of  our  imports  of  "  chemicals, 
dye-stuffs,  and  tanning  substances"  in  the  first  two  months 
of  this  y  ear  was  1,733,719/ ,  against  1,220,976/.  in  1895,  an 
Increase  of  nearly  42  per  cent.  Our  exports  of  "  chemicals, 
aad  chemical  and  medicinal  preparations"  have  risen  from 
1,276,143;.  to  1,479,246/.,  an  advance  of  15f  per  cent.  This 
improvement  has  been  achieved  in  spite  of  a  considerable 
decrease  in  the  value  of  alkali  and  bleaching  materials  and 
chemical  manures  exported.  The  growth  of  our  exports  of 
medicines  and  pharmaceutical  and  technical  chemicals  has 
■been  really  extraordinary,  as  the  following  figures  show  : — 

Months  (January  and  February)      . .         1894         1895  1896 
Value    620,9567.    590,050/.  806,5787. 

To  some  eztent  this  increase  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  great  frost  of  the  early  part  of  1895  interfered  consider- 
ably with  trade,  and  it  yet  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the 
improvement  will  be  maintained  for  the  next  two  or  three 
months. 

Throughout  the  greater  part  of  last  year  our  foreign  trade 
was  under  a  very  black  cloud,  and  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
pile the  Board  of  Trade  Returns  and  who  (being  well-paid 
Government  officials)  are  of  course  good  patriots,  mustocca- 
sicrally  have  felt  their  hearts  sink  Under  those  circumstances 


H  would  have  been  cruel  to  insist  upon  their  administrative 
shortcomings.    Now,  how6ver,  that  the  dreary  rows  of 
figures  are  again  beginning  to  wear  a  rosy — almost  a  gay — 
look,  we  would  respectfully  urge  upon  Sir  Robert  Giffen  and 
his  fellow-statisticians  the  advisability  of  making  their 
figures  more  detailed.    Our  Board  of  Trade  Returns  are 
believed  to  be  unusually  accurate  ;  they  are  published  with 
a  dispatch  unknown  in  other  countries,  they  are,  in  short, 
admirable  altogether  but  for  their  excessive  laconism.  Take 
chemicals  and  chemical  and  medicinal  preparations,  for  in- 
stance. Our  total  exports  under  this  head  are  about  700,000/. 
a  month.    That   includes  everything,  from  morphia  to 
chemical  manures.     It  is  about  4  per  cent,  of  our  total 
exports.   But  of  the  fifty-eight  pages  devoted  to  an  account 
of  our  exports  in  this  month's  Board  of  Trade  Returns  the 
part  relating  to  the  chemical-trade  occupies  less  than  one 
page.    Compression,  in  fact,  is  carried  so  far  that  the 
returns  are  almost  useless.    We  have  separate  figures  re- 
lating to  alkali,  bleaching-powder,  and  "  Manure  (chemical),'' 
but  all  the  rest  of  our  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  exports 
are  packed  together  in  two  lines,  giving  no  clue  whatever  to 
the  varieties  of  goods,  and  leaving  us  quite  in  the  dark 
concerning  the  destinations  of  the  shipments.    In  the  French 
and  German  statistics  such  important  sections  of  the  drug- 
trade  as  alkaloids,  gums  and  resins,  patent  medicines,  soda 
and  potash  salts,  medicinal  extracts  and  so  on  are  all 
specially  enumerated.    Why  should  not  the  same  be  done  in 
this  country  1    It  cannot  be  on  account  of  the  smallneas  of 
the  figures,  for  in  other  sections  of  the  returns  we  find  a 
special  reference  to  the  exportation  of  such  small  quantities 
as  84/.  worth  of  cotton -piece  goods  to  Algeria,  34/.  worth  of 
tar  and  103  barrels  of  red  sparkling  wine  imported  into  the 
country,  and  16/.  worth  of  textile  machinery  shipped  to  South 
Africa.    The  inference  is  that  the  wine,  the  textile  and  the 
machinery  trades  have  successfully  applied  pressure  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  for  the  detailing  of  its  returns,  while  the 
chemical  trade  has  been  supine.    We  might  now  take  our 
turn  at  prodding  up  the  statisticians. 


MORE]  ABOUT    THE    NEW  ZEALAND 
TRAVELLER'S-TAX. 

In  the  comments  upon  Dr.  Bakewell's  letter  concerning 
foreign  and  British  trade  in  New  Zealand,  published  in  our 
issue  of  February  22,  attention  was  called  to  the  tax  of  50/. 
a  year  inflicted  upon  commercial  travellers  in  New  Zealand 
As  there  is  much  uncertainty  among  export  firms  whose 
travellers  have  been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  New  Zealand,  as 
to  the  precise  nature  of  the  tax,  we  have  made  inquiries  at 
the  Agent- General's  Office,  with  the  following  result : — 

The  New  Zealand  Parliament,  a  few  years  ago,  passed  an 
Income-tax  Act,  which  has  since  been  amended  once  or 
twice.  Among  its  provisions  was  one  making  firms  abroad 
liable  [to  income-tax  in  New  Zealand  for  profits  derived  by 
them  upon  orders  taken  by  their  travellers  in  New  Zealand, 
and  for  this  purpose  they  were  called  upon  to  make  an 
official  declaration  of  their  profits  on  each  separate  clas3  of 
goods  shipped.  As  might  have  been  expected,  this  provision 
proved  unworkable  in  practice,  and  after  several  fruitless 
attempts  to  secure  their  pound  of  flesh  in  some  other  way 
the  New  Zealanders,  in  October,  1895,  did  even  as  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Pfennig-  Halbpfennig — that  is  to  say,  they 

.  .  .  passed  an  Act, 
Short  and  compact, 

which, 

Unlike  the  complicated  laws 

A  Parliamentary  draughtsman  draws, 

.  .  .  may  be  briefly  stated. 

Its  simple  provision  is  that  foreign  commercial  travellers 
("  non-resident  agents  "),  before  they  can  carry  on  business 
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in  New  Zealand,  must  obtain  a  licence  for  twelve  months,  at 
such  fee,  not  exceeding  50? ,  "as  is  from  time  to  time  pre- 
scribed "by  the  Governor  in  Council.  "Such  licence-fee," 
the  Act  further  states,  "  when  paid,  shall  release  the  licensee, 
and  also  his  principal  or  principals,  from  all  liability  for 
income-tax  in  respect  of  such  business  as  aforesaid  for  the 
period  durirg  which  the  licence  continues  in  force."  Tte 
penalty  for  trading  without  a  licence  is  short  and  sharp— a 
fine  of  201.  a  day.  Although  it  is  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Governor  in  Council  to  fix  any  fee  below  50? ,  those  who 
know  the  spirit  that  prevails  among  New  Zealand  law- 
makers will  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the  maximum  fee 
has  been  fixed.  The  result  of  the  experiment  will  be  watched 
with  interest.  The  number  of  travellers  has,  of  course,  been 
considerably  reduced,  and  we  suppose  that  hotel-keepers  and 
railway  companies  will  be  compensated  for  their  loss  out  cf 
the  fees  levied  on  the  remaining  "non-resident  agents." 


THE  DROP  IN  COCAINE. 
Somewhat  to  the  astotishment  of  wholesale  druggists,  the 
cocaine-manufacturers  on  March  9  gave  notice  oE  a  fresh 
reduction  in  the  price  of  the  anaesthetic,  the  decline  in  price 
on  this  occasion  being  a  little  over  8  per  cent. — viz  ,  from 
14*.  to  12s  lOd.  per  cz.  for  hydrochlorate  in  100- oz  Jo's.  Tbe 
increased  importation  of  crude  cocaine  and  the  reduced  prices 
at  which  that  product  is  said  to  be  offered  are  put  forward 
as  reasons  for  the  decline,  but  there  are  probably  other  con- 
tributory causes  At  any  rate,  although  cocaine  is  now 
lower  in  piice  than  it  has  been  since,  in  1884,  it  first  became 
a  commercial  article,  very  little  confidence  is  felt  in  the 
stability  of  the  alkaloid.  The  table  of  price  -fluctuations  of 
hydrochlorate  of  cocaine  (in  minimum  bulk  lots  of  100  oz.), 
which  we  print  below,  shows  that  last  year  was  a 
most  unstable  one  in  the  cocaine  market,  the  wholesale 
quotations  having  charged  cn  an  average  once  a  month  :  — 


Fluctuations  in  Bydrocldorate  of  Cocaine. 


j  1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1893 

January    . . 

■  per  oz. 
..  |23s.6rf. 

per  oz. 
19s. 

per  oz. 
16s. 

per  oz. 

per  oz. 

February  . . 

19s. 

18s.  9<i. 

March 

22s. 

20s.  3,1. 

12s.  10  d 

April 

21s. 

18s. 

19s.  3d..  18s.  3d. 

May.. 

..  19itW. 

18?. 

14s. 

17s.  61..  16s. 

June 

i 

~{ 

14s.  6d..  13s.  9d., 
15s ,  14s.  3d. 

July 

••  - 

18s.  6tf. 

15s.  3.i. 

August 

..  18J.W. 

14j.  Bd.,  lis.  9d. 

September . . 

J 
I 

17s.  9J., 
15s.  6d. 

\  16s. 

October 

15s. 

November  . . 

::  x*. 

14s. 

December  .. 

14  s.  6./. 

17s. 

The  cause  of  this  disturbance  lay  chiefly  in  the  appearance 
in  the  market  of  a  new  manufacturer,  who  began  by  cutting 
the  convention-rates,  and  provoked  reprisals.  After  a  sharp 
contest  matters  settled  down  in  the  autumn  to  a  general  price 
of  about  14s.  6t? ,  although  the  previously  existing  absolute 
unanimity  among  the  makers  had  not  survived  the  shock  of 
the  struggle.  The  general  view  was  that  prices  would  remain 
pretty  low  during  the  present  year,  but  as  fair  supplies  were 
known  to  exist  in  second  hands,  a  rather  uneventful  year  was 
expected.  Consideting  that  in  January,  1885,  cociine  sold,  in 
what  was  then  considered  a  wholesale  way,  at  Zls  per  gramme, 
the  decline  in  value  of  this  article  is  almost  unprecedented  in 
the  commercial  history  oE  fine  chemicals.  This  week's 
decline  has  not  caused  very  much  excitement  in  drug  circles. 
All  the  wholesale  firms  are  pretty  well  stocked,  and  while  it 
is  believed  that  the  article  cannot  bear  much  further  cutting 
without  becoming  unpioitable  to  the  manufacturers,  the 


knowledge  that  any  agreement  among  the  makers  to  raise 
the  price  to  an  exorbitant  figure  would  bring  new  manufac- 
turers into  the  field,  suffices  to  preserve  the  peace  cf  mind  cf 
middlemen  and  consumers. 


"LITTLE  LIVER-PILLS," 
An  advertisement  is  appearing  in  a  large  number  ot  papers 
intimating  that  an  injunction  has  been  granted  in  favour  cf 
the  Carter  Medicine  Company  against  some  unnamed  person 
piohibiting  his  use  of  the  title  "  little  liver-pills  ""  coated 
little  liver- pills"  or  any  other  title  colourably  resembling 
these.  Several  chemists  have  written  to  us  about  these 
paragraphs.  We  shall  deal  with  the  subject  next  week  ^E 
possible.  Meanwhile  we  may  refer  our  correspondents  to  tbe 
advertisement  which  appeared  on  page  45  (bottom  folio)  of 
this  journal  February  29,  1896. 

BOYCOTTING  FOREIGN  GOODS. 
Of  all  tbe  foolish  pranks  to  which  political  excitement 
seduces  its  victims,  the  boycotting  of  another  nation's  gocda 
is  one  of  the  silliest.  The  practice  has,  it  is  said,  occurred 
sporadically  in  this  country  lately  with  respect  to  German 
goods,  but  to  see  it  in  all  its  absurdity  we  must  go  abroad. 
Here,  for  instance,  is  the  translation  of  an  advertisement 
which  recently  appeared  in  tbe  Diario  Popular  of  S-o  Paulo> 
Brazil : — 

In  view  of  the  rash  and  umrpinj  proceeding  of  the  Eritisb  p cvernment 
toward  the  government  of  my  couotry,  I  declare  that  from  this  day  forwaid 
I  decline  the  friendship  which  up  to  this  date  1  have  had  with  some  English- 
men. I  declare  further  that  my  establishment  called  "  SerSa  Paulisia," 
(Paulista  Mermaid),  as  before,  is  open  to  receive  any  foreigner  with  conrte-:y 
— except  the  English,  who  belong  to  a  country  at  present  directed  by  an  -jn- 
scrupulous  government. 

Long  live  Brazil !  Acgusto  Pedro  he  Olivzip.a. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Mermaid  will  soon  recover  from 
her  sulks,  but  the  spirit  indicated  in  the  advertisement  has 
unfortunately  been  only  too  common  in  South  America  lately,. 
In  Spain  the  Americans  are  getting  a  turn  now.  The  Earcelona 
pharmacists,  in  meeting  assembled,  have  unanimously  decided 
not  to  sell  any  more  American  patent  medicines  '  if  Presi- 
dent Cleveland  approves  the  resolutions  of  Congress  in  favour 
of  the  Cuban  insurgents."  Possibly  American  patents  are 
already  cut  in  Spain  to  such  an  extent  that  cutting  them, 
altogether  may  not  be  much  of  a  sacrifice.  At  any  rate  tbe 
threat  cannot  fail  to  inflience  President  Cleveland,  and  a 
cynic  might  suggest  that  many  thousands  of  Spaniards  are 
likely  to  be  the  better  if  the  Yankee  parents  are  kepb  out  cf 
their  reach.  Dean  Swift'd  policy  of  "burning  everything 
English  except  English  coal"  apparently  still  inds  plenty  cf 
admit  ers. 

COMPANIES  BILL. 
The  Government  Bill  for  the  amendment  of  tbe  Companies 
Acts  has  been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords  in  charge 
of  the  Earl  of  Dudley.  It  contains  no  clause  relating 
directly  to  pharmacy,  but  the  provision  suggested  by  the 
departmental  committee  appears  in  clause  36.  sub-section  r>, 
which  provides  the  following  among  other  grounds  fcr 
authorising  the  compulsory  winding-up  of  a  company: — 

Where  the  Court  is  sa'isaed  that  the  company  was  formed 
or  that  its  business  has  been  carried  on  with  the  intent  or 
in  such  manner  as  to  defrar.i,  defeat,  or  delay  the  creditors 
of  the  company,  or  oE  any  otaer  company,  or  for  any  fraudu- 
lent or  illegal  purpose. 

It  is  probable  that  the  last  few  words  of  this  paragraph 
will  be  sufficient  for  pharmaceutical  purposes  ;  but  they 
would  be  more  explicit  and  satisfactory  if  it  were  expressed 
as  a  ground  for  a  compulsory  winding-up  that  the  company 
had  been  formed  for  a  purpose  which  would  be  fraudulent; 
or  illegal  in  the  case  of  an  individual. 
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IRovelties  an*>  Specialities. 


"EDME"  MALT- EXTRACT. 
Th'is  eztract  i3  new  to  us,  although  we  learn  that  the 
makers,  The  English  Diastasic  Malt-extract  Company 
(Limited),  have  been  established  at  Mistley,  Essex,  for  nearly 
two  years,  where  they  have  been  producing  malt-extract  on 
a  large  scale  for  use  in  making  malt-bread.  Latterly  they 
have  turned  their  attention  to  the  preparation  of  medicinal 
malfc-ext:act,  and  have  been  supplying  some  wholesale  firms 
in  a  quiet  way  for  months  back.  Now  they  are  appealing  to 
a  wider  circ'e  through  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  and 
have  sent  us  a  sample  of  the  extract  to  see  what  we  think  of  it. 
We  can  report  favourably.  The  extract  is  of  the  consistency 
of  niel  depuratum,  easily  pourable,  of  a  dark  amber  colour, 
and  has  the  characteristic  odour  of  malt.  For  medicinal 
purposes  we  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  subject  malt- 
extract  to  elaborate  analysis ;  for,  given  good  colour,  odour, 
and  consistency  rather  to  the  thin  side,  if  the  extract  convert 
its  own  weight  of  root-starch  within  three  minutes  at  a 
temperature  between  40°  and  50°  C.  we  consider  it  first- 
class.  For  the  pharmacist's  purpose  this  is  a  sufficient  test, 
as  it  suffices  to  give  the  relative  value  of  any  number  of 
extracts  of  different  diastasic  value.  In  the  ca=e  of  the 
"Edine"  extract  we  were  surprised  to  find  it  to  be  far 
above  our  standard ;  thus,  40  gr.  converted  60  gr.  of  arrow- 
root in  two  minutes,  and  weight  for  weight  the  conversion 
was  complete  within  one  minute  and  a  half.  Nothing  more 
on  that  point  need  be  said.  The  company  offer  the  extract 
in  pound  bottles,  but  they  also  supply  bulk  quantities,  and 
the  usual  combinations. 


A  DUSTPROOF  DRAWER. 
Mk.  Feed.  Reynolds,  of  Leeds,  has  designed  and  patented 
a"  new  dustproof  self-closing  drawer,  which  seems  to  us  to 
be  a  good  thing.  The  drawer  is  made  of  tinned  iron, 
enamelled  outside.  When  pulled  out  to  the  full  length  it 
catches  in  front,  but  when  released  shuts  of  itself,  and  the 
spring  brings  the  cloth-covered  edge  of  the  drawer  into  tight 
contact  with  the  edge  of  the  case,  so  that  it  is  impossible 


for  dust  to  get  in.  A  small  cotton-packed,  perforated  air- 
chamber  in  front  of  the  drawer  admits  of  air-circulation. 
Such  drawers  are  excellent  for  keeping  surgical  dressings, 
and  for  many  other  purposes.  They  can  be  had  singly  or  in 
nests  from  the  makers,  Messrs.  Reynolds  &  Branson,  13  Brig- 
gate,  Leeds.  Mr.  Pridgen  Teale,  F.R  8.,  who  knows  as  much 
about  dust  as  any  person  living,  is,  we  hear,  so  charmed  with 
the  drawers  that  he  has  bought  a  nest  of  them. 

BLEASDALE'S  SPECIALITIES. 
A3  reported  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  last  week, 
the  directors  of  Bleasdale  (Limited),  of  York,  mentioned  to 
their  shareholders  that  they  had  had  considerable  success  in 
their    pat- up  "  goods,  and,  as  iE  to  convince  us  of  the  truth 


of  the  statement,  they  send  us  a  small  parcel  of  some  of  the 
latest  things.  Perhaps  the  most  novel  idea  amongst  the  lot 
is  a  series  of  decorated  tin  canisters  of  saleable  goods — e  g., 
1-lb.  tin  of  mag.  cit.  eft.,  ^-lb.  tin  baking-powder,  and  1*.  tin 
of  ballroom  floor-polish.  With  the  exception  of  the  citrate 
of  magnesia,  these  articles  have  hitherto  been  put  up  in  tins, 
but  we  have  never  before  seen  such  handsome  packages  as 
those  sent  out  by  Bleasdale's  ;  and  as  the  quality  of  the  con- 
tents is  excellent  we  anticipate  a  good  sale  for  these  articles, 
which,  it  is  obvious,  are  specially  adapted  foi  export  trade. 
We  notice  that  the  company  are  now  finishing  off  the 
"Spider"  fly-catchers  in  superior  style,  the  edges  being 
bound  together  by  a  beading  of  tin,  which  is  allowed  to 
remain  on  until  the  catcher  is  wanted,  when  the  beading  is 
cut  off.  The  result  is  that  the  composition  cannot  possibly 
leak  out,  so  that  the  catcher  is  well  suited  for  colonial  trade, 
although  we  take  it  that  retailers  at  home  will  be  equally 
glad  to  have  a  speciality  of  this  character  free  from  mess. 
The  improvement  is  provisionally  protected.  A  seasonable 
speciality  is  enclosed  in  the  parcel — viz  ,  a  sample  of  brown- 
boot  polish,  which  is  very  good,  and  retails  at  6d.,  and  two 
specialities  which  are  seasonable  all  the  year  round — little 
liver  granules  (in  6d.  bottles)  and  Blaud's  pills  (in  Is.  bottles). 
The  style  in  which  the  company  put  up  their  specialities  is 
calculated  to  make  them  anything  but  "  shop- keepers,"  and 
they  are  always  willing  to  convert  them  into  "your  own,"  if 
desired. 


GELATOID  POP. 
The  coming  photographic  season  has  promise  of  some  good 
things,  and  the  fact  that  Scherings,  of  Berlin  (as  men- 
tioned in  a  note  on  another  page),  are  now  developing  this 
branch  of  their  business  greatly  is  probably  the  reason 
why  their  agents  in  this  country  (Messrs.  A.  &  M.  Zimmer- 
mann,  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  E.G.)  manage  to  be  fir.^t  in  the  field 
with  new  things.  Last  year  it  was  "  Anthion,"  this  year 
it  is  Gelatoid  P.O. P.,  an  excellent  photographic  paper  which 
stands  warm  and  cold  water  equally  well.  It  is  put  up  in 
various  size  pieces,  but  no  matter  what  the  size  may  be,  the 
retail  price  is  the  same  throughout — viz.,  Is.  per  packet. 


The  Monkey's  The  report  of  Benjamin  Brooke  &  Co. 
Dividend.  (Limited)  (Brooke's  Soap — Monkey  Brand)  for 
1895  shows  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  profit  and  loss  account 
of  3L.769J.  The  directors  recommend  a  dividend  of  10  per 
cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares. 


Calcium 
Carbide. 


Messrs.  Domeier  &  Co.,  of  13  St.  Mary-at- 
Hill,  EC,  have  been  appointed  agents  for  the 
United  Kingdom  for  the  sale  of  caustic  potash,  calcium, 
carbide,  and  sodium  metal,  manufactured  by  the  Electro- 
chemische  Werke,  of  Bitterfeld,  near  Berlin. 


Caught  on 
the  World. 


One  of  the  first  things  which  caught  our  eye 
when  we  opened  our  copy  of  the  C.  B.  last 
Friday  morning  was  that  advertisement  of  Mr.  Christy 
Strong's  showing  how  the  World  has  caught  on  the  "  Cob- 
web "  fly-paper.  Mr.  Strong  has  sent  us  a  proof  of  a  larger 
reproduction  of  the  same  sketch,  which  is  smilingly  speaking 
to  the  trade  this  week. 


Tuson's  We  note  that  the  various  disinfectants,  &c, 

ism  ec  an  s.  jnven^e(j  kv  jne  ja(;e  Professor  Tuson  are  now 
manufactured  by  the  Tuson's  Disinfectants  Company 
(Limited),  at  their  factory  in  Dace  Road,  Old  Ford,  E.,  and 
under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  J  E.  Johnson,  F.I.C.  The 
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company,  we  understand,  are  to  ptlsb  their  products  some- 
what energetically  daring  the  comiDg  season. 


*  Viko." 


Messes.  Tunbridge  &  Weight,  of  Reading, 
have  done  so  much  execution  to  insects  which 
fly  that,  when  we  hear  that  they  have  designs  upon  those 
which  crawl,  we  do  not  doubt  that  there  will  soon  be  weep- 
ing and  wailing  and  gnashiDg  of  mandibles  where  crawlers 
most  do  congregate.  The  fact  is  that  the^firm  have  bought 
"Viko,"  an  insect  destroyer  of  peculiar  composition,  and 
they  are  introducing  it  to  the  trade  this  week. 


Some  time  ago  we  mentioned  ]  the  fact  that 
wine.  Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  &  Webb,  Bartholomew 

Close,  E.C.,  had  introduced  a  non-excisable 
coca-wine  standardised  to  contain  half  a  grain  of  cocaine  per 
ounce.  It  is  a  good  preparation,  palatable  yet  medicinal. 
We  mention  the  matter  once  more  because  [  the  firm  are 
sending  out  samples  to  all  medical  men  in  London,  so  that 
chemists  may  be  able  to  meat  demand  without  delay. 


■Cheavin's  MESSES.  W.  B.  FOEDHAM  &  SON  (LIMITED), 

as  the  agents  for  Cheavin's  Filters,  call  our 
attention  to  a  new  system  which  the  manufacturers  have 
applied  to  them.  This  consists  of  porous  earthenware 
tubes  through  which  it  is  claimed  to  be  impossible  for 
micro-organisms  to  pass.  These  tubes  are  adapted  to  ord  icary 
charcoal  filters,  or  may  be  had  separately  as  pipes  for  attach- 
ing to  the  ordinary  water-tap,  while  they  are  also  supplied  in 
pump  form  for  the  use  of  travellers  and  for  rapid  filtration. 


Me.  Richaed  Gibbins,  Bridge  Street,  Derby  ^ 
Pearl-coated  bas  published  a  price-list  of  pills,  capsules,  &c, 
which  he  manufactures.  So  far  as  pills  are 
•concerned,  Mr.  Gibbins  gives  in  the  list  the  formulas  of  the 
best  approved  compounds,  and  together  with  the  "little' 
series  nearly  500  combinations  are  represented  in  the  list 
Specifications  are  also  given  with  respect  to  dog-pills, 
.granules,  capsules,  and  compressed  goods,  together  with 
concise  particulars  about  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
packed,  and  the  prices. 


,    Messes.     Dowden     &     Co.  (Limited) 
Concentrated  .  .  „ 

Fruit  Bournemouth,  are  introducing  a  series  of  con- 

Crystals,  centrated  crystals  for  makirg  non-alcoholic  or 
fruit  beverages  at  home.  The  crystals  are  in  powder-form, 
put  up  elegantly  and  well  in  bottles  enclosed  in  a  litho- 
graphed carton,  and  there  is  more  taste  displayed  in  the 
packing  of  the  articles  than  we  have  seen  in  same  similar 
products.  As  the  crystals  are  purely  chemical  chemists 
and  druggists  should  find  a  sale  for  them,  and  for  exporting 
they  are  obviously  in  excellent  form. 

In  some  parts  of  the  country  there  is  still 
Barilla  Soap.  a  trade  done  in  Barilla  soap,  which  is 

doubtless  owing  to  the  reputation  which  the  soap  had  before 
many  of  our  veterans  were  born,  but  it  is  also  due  to  the 
recommendation  of  Professor  Kirk,  of  Edinburgh,  who  says 
that  there  is  something  in  its  composition  which  "makes  it 
astonishingly  curative  and  most  agreeable  on  the  skin. 
Lather  made  from  it,  instead  of  drying  and  so  far  burning 
the  bands  and  arms  of  those  using  it,  has  the  most  soothing 
and  delightful  effect."  With  hard  London  water  the  lather 
is  not  voluminous  by  any  means,  but  it  has  the  properties 
claimed  for  it  by  Professor  Kirk.  The  soap  which  he  pre- 
fers is  McClinton  &  Thomson's,  which  is  now  made  by 
Messrs.  D.  Brown  &  Son  (Limited),  Donaghmore.  Tyrone, 


who  have  purchased  their  businessand  secret  of  manufacture, 
and  any  chemist  wantirg  a  genuine  article  cannot  do  better 
than  get  it  from  them. 


_.    .  Me.  W.  H.  Box,  of  Plymouth,  has  been 

Giant  .  .  . 

Remedies. 

creating  some  stir  in  the  South-West  of  England 
regarding  his  far-famed  indigestion-pills  and 
giant  remedy,  and  as  he  is  now  extending  his  newspaper 
advertising  to  other  parts  of  the  country,  he  wishes 
chemists  to  be  aware  of  the  fact.  The  medicines  are  also 
freely  advertised  by  booklets  and  almanacks  extending  to 
nearly  100  pages,  practically  the  whole  of  which  is  devoted 
to  a  description  of  the  remedies.  Mr.  Box  makes  a  point 
of  excluding  all  minerals  from  his  preparations. 


I.R.  Stamps. 


Me.  Hickisson,  who,  as  "the  daughter  of 
the  late  John  Bond,"  has  made  the  Crystal 
Palace  marking-ink  "familiar  as  household  words,"  some 
time  ago  began  to  give  away  tiny  rubber  stamps  to  the  users 
O'  the  ink,  and  now  he  offers  to  give  a  stamp  to  any  chemist 
free.  The  stamp  contains  the  chemist's  name  and  address, 
with  the  additional  intelligence  that  his  shop  is  where  to  get 
the  marking-ink.  When  those  who  read  this  write  to  Mr. 
Hickisson,  at  75  Southgate  Road,  N  ,  for  a  stamp,  they  should 
ask  him  to  send  the  terms  for  the  stamp-agency,  for  there  is 
no  reason  why  many  in  the  trade  should  not  add  this  profit- 
able extra  to  their  stock. 


Bacteriology  ^E  EQentl0ne<i  last  week  that  photographs 
and  have  been  published  of  the  Leicester  Bacteiio- 

Pharmacy.  iCgicai  Institute.  Since  then  we  have  received 
a  copy  of  the  album,  which  contains  ten  half-plate  platico- 
types  of  the  laboratory  interior,  animal  keeping  arrange- 
ments and  pictures  showing  how  horses  are  innoculated, 
and  how  the  serum  is  drawn  off.  These  photographs  suffici- 
ently demonstrate  that  the  animals  do  not  suffer  in  health 
in  the  process  of  immunisation.  The  laboratory  which  was 
founded  by  Messrs.  J.  Richardson  &  Sons,  Leicester  (Limited), 
undertakes  microscopical  and  bacteriological  examination  of 
pathological  discharges  and  urine  at  5*.  per  sample. 


Chartreuse  Mr.  W.  Doyle,  35  Crutched  Friars,  E.C  ,  is 
Elixir.  ttie  consignee  of  the  various  preparations  known 

over  the  whole  world  as  "La  Grande  Chartreuse";  and  it  will 
be  noticed  from  the  advertisement  in  this  issue  that  the 
special  preparation  entitled  "  Elixir  Vegetal  de  la  Grande 
Chartreuse"  is  a  medicine.  It  is  a  green  liquid,  not 
so  syrupy  as  the  liqueur,  but  somewhat  similar  in  flavour, 
and  is  highly  spoken  of  aa  a  remedy  for  many  of  the  ills  to 
which  the  flesh  is  heir.  It  is  put  up  in  3-oz.  bottles  enclosed  in 
a  wooden  case,  the  style  of  which  is  represented  in  the 
advertisement ;  but  there  are  larger  bottles.  We  may  note 
that  La  Grande  Chartreuse  produce  three  distinct  medicines 
— the  elixirs,  a  specific  for  the  teeth,  and  a  stell-ball 
tincture.  We  imagine  there  are  many  chemists  throughout 
che  country  who  could  do  a  good  business  in  the  elizir,  for 
a  show  of  a  dozen  bottles  would  be  an  attraction,  and 
should  create  sales  more  quickly  than  one  or  two  single 
bottles  would. 


American  Proprietaries — There  is  considerable  ex- 
citement in  the  United  States  drug-trade  just  now  owing  to 
rbe  manufacturers  of  some  popular  proprietaries  having 
raised  their  wholesale  prices  without  rrr.ich  warning.  It  is 
exp'aired  that  this  is  the  first  step  towards  securirg  the  full 
retail  price,  and  that  the  upward  move  is  accompanied  by 
more  stringent  conditions  regarding  the  supply  t  >  cutters. 
Still,  the  trade  as  a  whole  do  not  seem  to  like  it. 
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MEETING  AT  EXETER. 

A MEETING  of  the  chemists  and  druggists  in  the  Exeter 
district,  organised  by  the  Exeter  Association  of  Chemists 
and  Druggist?,  was  held  at  the  Arcade  Lecture  Hall  on 
March  5  to  consider  the  objects  of  the  Proprietary  Articles 
Trades  Association.  Mr.  G.  R.  Barclay  (Barclay  &  Sons, 
Limited)  presided,  and  there  were  also  present  Messrs.  H. 
Gadd  (Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.),  President  of  the  Exeter  Associa- 
tion, A.  Tebbntt  (W.  Sutton  &  Co.),  H.  S.  Norris,  and 
Glyn-Jones  (Secretary),  representing  the  P.A.T.A.,  Messrs. 
J.  H.  Lake,  P.  F.  Rowsell,  H.  W.  Gadd,  D.  Reid,  T.  C.  Milton, 
Lake,  junr.,  E.  R.  Hoblyn,  and  E.  F.  Stone  (Exeter),  Djer 
(Honiton),  J.  Bartleet  (Heavitree),  W.  F.  Sanders  (Budleigh 
Saltetton),  Robson  (Tiverton),  J.  Foster  (Collampton),  and 
Jackson  (Crediton).  Mr.  Rowsell  read  letters  regretting 
inability  to  be  present  from  about  a  dozen  other  ehemists  in 
the  district. 

The  Chairman,  in  opening  the  meeting,  said  he  was 
lorry  to  say  that  so  far  the  movement  had  Dot  had  that  ready 
upport  which  they  expected  it  would  have  bad  from  the  trade, 
ieveral  of  the  manufacturers  and  most  of  the  London  whole- 
sale houses  had,  however,  joined  the  Association,  and  since 
they  had  been  holding  such  meetings  as  this  a  large  number 
of  retailers  had  joined. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  then  explained  the  objects  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  said  that  if  manufacturers  weie  prepared  to  ensure 
a  living  profit  on  the  sale  of  their  goods  retailers  were  pre- 
pared to  handle  them,  but  they  would  one  and  all  say  they 
would  not  keep  open  shop  and  stock  their  goods  without 
remuneration.  They  who  used  to  be  the  friends  of  the  pro- 
prietor had  become  the  greatest  stumbling-blocks  to  the  sale 
of  his  goods,  and  he  candidly  confessed  he  hoped  that  would 
go  on  until  every  manufacturer  recognised  it  to  be  bis  interest 
to  guarantee  fair  profits  for  distributing  his  goods.  On  the 
previous  Tuesday  they  had  a  very  important  meeting  of  the 
manufacturing  section  ot  their  Council,  and  they  unanimously 
decided  to  adopt  the  principle  of  a  minimum  price  being 
fixed  upon  each  article.  As  an  Association  they  strongly 
advocated  that  the  minimum  price  should  be  the  full  price, 
and  tha";  any  person  who  sold  under  that  should  not  be 
allowed  to  obtain  goods  except  at  such  prices  as  would  prevent 
him  cuttiDg. 

Mr.  H.  Gadd  then  proposed — 

That  this  meeting,  having  beard  the  retort  of  the  representatives  of 
the  Proprietary  Articles  Trades  Aspociation,  pledges  itself  to  sup- 
port that  organisation  in  its  endeavour  to  place  the  trade  in  pro- 
prietary articles  upon  a  sound  and  equitable  basis. 

He  was  of  opinion  that  cutting  was  going  from  bad  to  worse, 
and  by -and- by  tbey  would  be  left  something  like  the  pro- 
verbial animal  that  had  to  subsist  on  a  straw  a  day.  How 
was  it  possible  to  pay  rate?,  rent,  taxes,  and  salaries  out  of 
the  profit  they  got  in  handling  proprietary  articles  ?  If  it 
was  a  severe  punishment  to  the  retail  chemist,  how  much 
more  so  was  it  to  the  wholesale  chemist  1  He  pitied  any 
firm  that  had  to  entirely  depend  on  tbe  sale  of  proprietary 
articles.  Whilst  there  were  thousands  of  attic'es  which 
came  under  the  head  of  proprietary  articles,  and  were  liable 
to  be  cut  in  the  trade,  the  articles  on  which  they  depended 
for  the  principal  sale  were  very  few  indeed,  and  if  they 
could  get  a  small  number  protected  at  first,  they  would  be 
on  a  fair  way  t  i  having  their  wishes  realised  with  regard  to 
the  rest. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Lake  seconded,  and  the  resolution  was  carried 
unanimously. 

Mr.  D.  Reid  then  proposed — 

That  thi5  meeting  of  registered  chemists  in  Exeter  and  its  neighbour- 
hood requests  the  Council  of  the  Exeter  Association  of  Chemists 
and  Druggists  to  act  as  a  local  executive  in  connection  with  the 
Proprietary  Article  Trades  Association. 

He  thought  they  would  be  standing  in  their  own  light  if 
they  did  not  take  advantage  oE  the  present  scheme,  in  order 
to  get  somethirg  like  a  margin  of  profit  in  the  sale  of  pro- 
prietary medicines.  He,  however,  did  not  think  that 
chemists  who  had  spent  talent  and  time  in  getting  some 
preparations  of  their  own  popular  would  abandon  them  in 


favour  of  patent  medicines.     Retail  chemists  would  do  we11 
to  stick  to  their  own  preparations ;  but  if  manufacturer 
were  willing  to  give  them  a  decent  percentage  for  retailing 
proprietary  articles,  tbey  would  sell  them  without  demur. 

Mr.  Dyer  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Tebbutt,  and  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Norris  said  the  movement  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
manufacturers  and  tbe  retail  traders.  If  the  retail  trader 
did  not  support  the  proprietor  and  manufacturer  he  would 
have  no  hesitation  in  dropping  the  scheme.  He  knew  of  a 
firm,  not,  100  miles  away  from  there,  who  took  offence  at  a 
letter  which  was  published  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
from  a  large  wholesale  firm  in  London,  and  who  wrote  to  that 
firm  enclosing  a  cheque  for  30/.,  the  amount  of  the  quarter's 
account,  and  stating  that  they  were  sorry  to  see,  by  their 
letter,  they  appeared  to  be  antagonistic  to  the  objects  of  the 
anti- cutting  movement,  and  that  they  were  considering' 
whether  they  would  not  transfer  their  account  to  some 
firm  who  had  sympathy  with  the  movement.  A  reply  was 
promptly  forthcoming  that  the  gentleman  had  mistaken  the 
gist  of  the  letter — that  they  were  only  too  pleased  to  co- 
operate with  the  Association ;  in  fact,  they  had  shown  their 
desire  by  joiniEg  the  Association.  He  thought  every 
chemist  should  write  to  the  wholesale  houses,  and  ask  them, 
if  they  had  not  joined,  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Milton  said  he  came  to  the  meeting  with  a  certain 
amount  of  suspicion,  but  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  had  placed  ths 
matter  clearly  before  them,  and  he  would  be  glad  to  sub  r 
scribe.  Perhaps  he  was  regarded  in  Exeter  as  one  of  the 
cutters,  but  he  was  not.  He  had  worked  for  many  years  on 
one  system  of  business,  and  would  continue  to  do  so.  It 
was,  not  to  allow  chemist,  grocer,  or  stores  to  cut  him  out  of 
his  prices.  He  had  never  cut  anyone  knowingly.  He 
thought  there  should  be  two  prices ;  that  Is.  \\d.  articles 
should  be  booked  at  Is.  \\d  ,  but  that  the  cash  price  should 
be  1*.  They  would,  he  believed,  be  satisfied  with  15  pes 
cent,  clear  profit. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  in  answer  to  questions,  said  he  did  not 
suggest  that  chemists  should  not  push  the  sale  of  their  own 
preparations,  but  he  thought  that,  without  any  binding  clause-, 
they  would  be  prepared  to  sell  without  question,  over  ths 
counter,  any  goods  upon  which  they  made  a  clear  profit  of 
20  or  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  Rowsell  thought  the  margin  of  profit  should  not  be 
less  than  20  or  25  per  cent. 

Mr.  Milton  said  he  suggested  15  per  cent,  as  the  minimum. 

Mr.  Rowsell  here  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Holloway,  of 
Torquay,  who  said  :  "  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  mins 
is  an  ambiguous  position  as  a  member  of  your  Council,  I 
being  a  leading  cutter ;  but  it  seems  to  me  these  are  the  very 
men  you  want  in  this  scheme,  with  which  I  am  in  full 
sympathy.'- 

The  meeting  came  to  a  conclusion  with  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  representatives  of  the  Association. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Leeds  Chemists'  Association 
was  held  on  Friday,  March  6,  Mr.  G.  Ward  (President)  in 
the  chair,  when  the  following  resolution  was  carried  : — 

The  Committee  of  the  Leeds  Chemists'  Association,  having  met  for  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  of  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trades- 
Association's  proposals,  wishes  to  express  its  sympathy  with  the 
objects  of  the  Association,  and  will  be  glad  to  call  a  meeting  of 
the  trade,  if  the  details  of  the  scheme,  when  prepared,  meet  with 
its  approval. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Ward,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Yewdall. 


PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES  TRADES  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  the  Wholesale  Section  of  this  Association  was 
held  on  Wednesday,  March  11.  Mr.  J.  Thompson  (S.  Maw, 
Son  &  Thompson)  was  elected  Chairman  ot  the  Wholesale 
Section  of  the  Council. 

The  meeting  considered  a  plan  which  had  been  suggested 
for  the  wholesale  trade  by  Mr.  Thompson.  After  careful 
discussion  it  was  decided  to  postpone  its  consideration  until 
after  a  trial  bad  been  given  the  scheme  which  had  been 
suggested  by  the  Manufacturers'  Section,  referred  to  later; 
Subsequently  on  the  same  day  tbe  Council  of  the  Associa- 
tion met  at  Acderton's  Hotel.  The  following  firms  were 
represented : — Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson ;  Hall's  Coca 
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wine ;  J.  E.  Garratt ;  Hayman  ;  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co. ; 
A.  F.  Bird,  Birmingham  ;  Barclay  &  Sons ;  Liebig  Company ; 
Edwards  &  Sons  ;  W.  Sutton  &  Co. ;  Cocdal  Water  Company ; 
Hirst.  Brooke  &  Hirst,  Leeds  ;  Bovril  (Limited) ;  Sanger  & 
Co. ;  Frame  Food  Company  ;  May,  Roberts  &  Co. ;  Fassett  & 
Johnson  ;  and  the  following  members  of  the  Retail  Section: — 
W.  R.  Barnes,  Upton  Manor ;  Morgan  W.  James,  Llanelly  ; 
Cocks,  Plymouth;  Wm.  Jones,  Birmingham;  W.  Johnston, 
Brixton;  A.  Cooper,  Kensington;  and  W.  S.  Glyn  Jones, 
Secretary. 

The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  G.  R.  Barclay. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  meeting  with  the  Grocers' 
Federation  and  the  trade  meetings  at  Bristol,  Plymouth, 
and  Exeter,  as  a  result  of  which  over  100  new  members  had 
joined.  Meetings  were  being  arranged  at  Manchester, 
Belfast,  Sunderland,  Bradford,  Edinburgh,  Colchester,  Liver- 
pool, Nottingham,  Cambridge,  Leeds,  and  Halifax.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Dover  Association  wrote  that  their  organi- 
sation agreed  with  the  objects,  but  were  not  prepared  to 
organise  a  meeting,  and  the  Council  of  the  Glasgow  Associa- 
tion wrote  declining  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  matter. 
The  Manufacturers'  Section  had  unanimously  agreed  to  adopt 
the  following  scheme  : — 

That  as  mmy  manufacturers  as  chose  to  combine  issue  a  circular  to 
the  wholesale  trade,  first  fixing  the  minimum  price  they  are  to  sell 
at,  and  requiring  them  to  sign  an  agreement  to  maintain  these 
prices,  and  also  not  to  supply  any  of  the  articles  included  in  the 
combination  to  any  retailer  whom  the  Association  might  notify  as 
cutting,  except  at  maximnm  retail  prices. 

This  resolution  was  then  taken  into  consideration.  It  ap- 
peared from  the  discussion  that  the  proprietors  of  Frog  in 
your  Throat,  Liebig's  peptone,  Invalid  Bovril,  and  Condal 
water  were  in  favour  of  this  scheme.  In  reply  to  a 
question,  the  Secretary  stated  that  it  was  really  Mr. 
Elliman's  plan,  but  that  Mr.  Elliman  was  abroad  at  present. 
It  was  thought  that  under  this  scheme  agreements  would 
not  be  necessary,  seeing  that  if  a  retailer  cut  one  of  these 
articles  he  would  not  be  able  to  obtain  any  of  them  except 
at  full  retail  prices.  Mr.  Hall  (Hall's  Coca-wine)  said  that 
for  the  present  he  hardly  saw  his  way  clear  to  forego  his 
agreements.  Mr.  Thompson  said  he  was  prepared  to  fall  in 
with  this  scheme  provided  it  was  not  to  be  required  of  them 
to  obtain  agreements  from  retailers.  His  opposition  to 
Mr.  Elliman's  plan  had  been  on  this  ground,  and  not  on  the 
ground  of  any  antipathy  to  anti-cutting  methods.  Mr.  Cocks 
thought  the  interests  of  the  retail  trade  were  being  ignored. 
The  Secretary  said  the  question  of  profit  would  come  next. 

Mr.  Bird  said  this  plan  might  suit  admirably  articles  which 
were  principally  distributed  amongst  chemists,  but  in  re- 
gard to  an  article  distributed  by  so  large  a  number  as  was 
his  he  foresaw  considerable  difficulty,  so  many  persons  were 
concerned.  Mr.  Gilligan  said  he  had  not  experienced  any 
great  difficulty  in  obtaining  agreements  from  the  wholesale 
buyers  of  his  extract.  Mr.  Fassett  and  Mr.  Bird  asked 
whether  agreements  would  be  required  from  retailers  who  go 
direct  to  the  manufacturers.  The  Secretary  explained  that 
it  would  only  be  necessary  to  obtain  agreements  to  obtain 
wholesale  prices  from  those  who  bought  in  large  quantities 
upon  wholesale  terms.  Ultimately  the  meeting  agreed  to  the 
scheme. 

The  question  as  to  a  fair  retail  profit  on  patent  medicines 
was  then  gone  into.  Mr.  Thompson  suggested  from  20  to 
25  per  cent.,  and  this  was  supported  by  Mr.  Cocks,  Mr. 
Johnston,  Mr.  Cooper,  and  Mr.  Jones  (of  Birmingham),  and 
this  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Jones  said  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  Birmingham  Committee  that  it  was  well  to 
allow  all  Is.  l\d.  articles  to  be  sold  at  Is.  His  own  opinion 
was  that  they  should  be  sold  at  face  value  whatever  the 
price  was. 

In  the  course  of  some  further  discussion,  it  was  men- 
tioned that  Mr.  Park,  of  Plymouth,  was  to  be  a  candidate 
for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the 
Association  should  support  him  on  the  understanding  that 
he  would  represent  their  interests.  Mr.  Jones  (Birmingham) 
commented  on  a  letter  which  had  appeared  in  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  objecting  to  association  with  grocers  in  this 
movement.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be  thought  that  that 
letter  expressed  the  views  of  chemists  generally.  The 
grocers  were  large  distributors  of  proprietary  articles,  and 
the  Association  would  welcome  their  support  and  co-opera- 
tion. 


Hew  Compantea. 


Automatic  Air- Tight  Cover  (Limited).  —  Capital 
15.000Z.,  in  502.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  British 
patents  of  F.  Guillaume  and  E.  Goldstein,  Nos  8,003  and 
8,004  of  1892  and  2,543  of  1893,  for  "  improvements  in  jar  lid 
fasteners"  and  "improvements  in  closing  devices  for  preserve 
jars,"  and  to  manufacture,  sell  and  deal  in  goods  made  in 
accordance  with  such  patents. 

J.  P.  Wright  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  1,0002 ,  in  12. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  now  carried  on  at 
14  Bolton  Street,  Bury,  Lacashire,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and  colour- 
men,  and  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  pharmaceutical, 
medicinal,  chemical,  industrial,  and  other  preparations.  The 
first  subscribers  are  : — J.  P.  Wright,  Bolton  Street,  Bury,  oil 
and  colour  merchant  (500) ;  S.  Brooks,  Redhill,  Rochdale, 
wine  merchant  (1)  ;  Thos.  Pennington,  2  Ash  Street,  Bury, 
chemist  (1) ;  Mrs.  M.  E.  Wright,  14  Bolton  Street,  Bury 
(200)  ;  Jno.  P.  Keegan,  2  Nursery  Street,  Pendleton,  water- 
proofer  (1);  J.  W.  Weight,  4  Bird  Street,  Pendleton,  pattern 
maker  (1) ;  Herbert  Maddock,  122  Thomas  Lane,  Broad 
Green,  chemist  (1).  Registered  without  articles  of  associa- 
tion.   Registered  office,  14  Bolton  Street,  Bury. 

Accrington  Surgical  Appliances  Company 
(Limited) —Capital  20,0002.,  in  102.  shares  Objects:  To 
purchase  or  otherwise  acquire,  take  over  as  a  going  concern, 
and  carry  on  the  business  of  "  The  Accrington  Surgical 
Appliances  Company,''  carried  on  at  Dale  Street,  Accrington. 
The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are  :— Harry  C. 
Snell,  214  Blackburn  Road,  Accrington,  broker;  Wm. 
Wilson,  101  Blackburn  Road, Accrington,  jeweller;  Abraham 
Kenyon,  59  Brown  Street,  Accrington,  traveller ;  Walter 
Furness,  189  Blackburn  Road,  Accrington,  chemist  and 
druggist ;  James  H.  Dickinson,  8  Devonshire  Street,  Accring- 
ton, draughtsman ;  Henry  Dickinson,  23  Willows  Lane, 
Accrington,  retired ;  Wm.  E.  Duckworth,  23  Lister  Street, 
Accrington,  draughtsman ;  Frederick  Barton,  17  Barnfield 
Street,  Accrington,  colourist.  Registered  without  Articles 
of  Association.  Registered  office,  32  Dale  Street,  Ac- 
crington. 

Brothers,  Hesketh,  Bean  and  Company  (Limited). — 
Capital  4,0002.,  in  52  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  busi- 
ness of  commission  agents  carried  on  as  "  Brothers  and  Hes- 
keth" at  16  NewMaiket  Street,  Blackburn,  Lancashire,  and 
the  business  of  analytical  and  manufacturing  chemists  carried 
on  as  "  Percy  Bean  "  at  Clayton  Street,  Blackburn,  to  enter 
into  an  agreement  with  the  proprietors  of  such  businesses, 
and  to  carry  on  business  as  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters 
and  opticians.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share) 
are  : — A.  W.  Brothers,  Brownlow  Terrace,  PJeasington, 
traveller;  W.  Hesketb,  B.A.,  F.C.S.,  16  New  Market  Street, 
Blackburn,  analytical  chemist;  P.  Bean,  A. P. S  ,  33  Clayton 
Street,  Blackburn,  analytical  and  manufacturing  chemist; 
Wm.  Pomfret,  43  Limbrick,  Blackburn, traveller;  C  B.  Bean, 
24  Darwen  Street,  Blackburn,  harness  maker;  E  Ha  worth, 
BSc,  F.C.S.,  Clayton-  le-Moors;  F.  Morton,  7  New  Market 
Street,  Blackburn,  clothier.  The  first  directors  are : — Arthur 
W.  Brothers,  Wm.  Hesketh,  Percy  Bean  and  Wm.  Pomfret,. 
who  are  Managing  Directors  with  208/.  each  per  annum. 
Qualification,  4002.  Registered  offise,  16  New  Market  Street, 
Blackburn. 


New  South  African  Businesses.— Messrs.  Carman  k. 
Workman  have  purchased  the  chemist's  business,  until  re- 
cently carried  on  by  Mr.  F.  P.  Hutchinson,  at  Woodstock 
and  Salt  River.  Mr.  Carman  is  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  of 
Great  Britain,  and  has  been  manager  for  Mr.  Hutchinson  at 
Salt  River  for  over  two  years.  Previous  to  leaving  England 
he  was  dispenser  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  London.  Mr.  Work- 
man holds  the  certificate  of  the  Colonial  Pharmacy  Board, 
and  has  had  varied  English  and  colonial  experience. — Mr. 
J.  G.  H.  Mocke,  late  manager  of  Messrs.  Wentzel  & 
Schleswig's  wholesale,  has  left  their  firm,  after  seven 
years,  and  has  started  business  with  his  father,  Mr.  J.  G. 
Mocke,  at  Cape  Town. 
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ftrafce  IReporte, 

42  CANNON  STREET,  E  C,  March  12. 

THERE  have  been  a  few  chaDges  of  considerable  im- 
portance in  fine  chemicals  this  week,  the  principal  of 
these  being  the  rather  unexpected  reduction  in  cocaine.  By 
agreement  among  the  two  continental  lithia  manufacturers 
the  price  of  lithia  carbonate  has  been  advanced  about  2s.  6d., 
and  of  lithia  citrate  from  Qd.  to  Is.  per  lb.    Caffeine  remains 
dull  of  sale.    Camphor  unchanged,  but  with  some  pro- 
spect of  an  advance,  owing  to  Ihe  improved  market  of 
the  crude  article.    Citric  and  tartaric  acids  are  very  quiet, 
while  cream  of  tartar  is  again  decidedly  easier.    Gallic  and 
tannic  acids  have  risen  in  sympathy  with  the  position  of  the 
raw  material.     Phenacetin  remains  unchanged,  and  in 
quinine  some  business  has  been  done  within  the  last  two 
days  at  steady  prices.    Santonine  is  offering  in  some  quarters 
at  lower  rates.    In  heavy  chemicals  the  principal  change 
is  a  further  improvement  in  carbolic  acid,  for  which  the 
demand  is  very  brisk.    Arsenic  remains  quite  scarce  and 
high  in  price.    Sulphate  of  copper  still  maintains  last  week's 
increase  in  value.  Quicksilver  is  very  quiet.  Permanganate  of 
potash  dearer.    Borax  and  boracic  acid  remain  unaltered,  in 
spite  of  some  unfounded  rumours  of  a  reduction  in  price. 
Epsom  salts  steady,  but  unchanged.     Sulphur  is  rather 
scarce.  Caustic- soda  steady  but  unaltered  ;  the  same  applies 
to  soda  crystals  and  to  bleaching-powder,  while  chlorate  of 
potash  is  perhaps  a  shade  easier.  Ammonia  alkali  unchanged. 
Bichromate  of  potash  and  soda,  oxalic  acid,  iodine,  bicar- 
bonate of  soda,  and  prussiate  of  potash  show  no  change  in 
value.    In  the  department  of  drugs  the  principal  feature 
of  interest  is  the  continued   rise  in  cod-liver  oil.  Oil 
of  star-anise  has  been  subject  to  some  speculative  buying 
this  week,  and  is  rather  firmer.    Italian  essential  oils  un- 
changed.   American  peppermint  very  quiet.  Lemongrass 
oil  steady.    Oil  of  cassia  dull,  and  citronella  oil  rather  easier 
to  buy.    In  opium  business  has  been  very  dull,  and  prices 
are  perhaps  a  shade  easier  for  manufacturing  and  drug- 
gists'.   Beeswax  is  very  firm  for  Madagascar  and  higher 
for   Jamaican.      Alexandrian    senna-pods     are  dearer. 
Liquorice-root  is  now  in  small  supply,  and  is  steadily 
held.     Gentian-root  also  firm.     Menthol  slightly  easier. 
Gum  tragacanth  and  Chinese  star-anise  without  change, 
l  or  Japan  wax  higher  prices  have  been  paid,  and  in  asafoe- 
tida  a  fair  amount  of  business  has  been  done,  holders  now 
refusing  to  accept  the  low  quotations  of  the  last  auctions. 
Crude  camphor  is  quoted  higher,  and  cowhage  is  tending 
somewhat  firmer.    Insect-flowers  maintain  their  position, 
while  Italian  and  French  castor  oils  are  still  firmly  held. 
In  drysalteries,  spices,  and  fixed  oils  there  are  very  few 
changes.    Shellac  has  fluctuated  but  slightly,  and  closes  a 
little  firmer.    Zanzibar  cloves  are  easier.    Chillies  quiet. 
White  pepper  easier.    Pimento  steady.     Good  Jamaica 
ginger  firmly  held,  while  common  as  well  as  rough  Cochin 
a  little  easier.    Turmeric  remains  dull  of  sale.    Galls  are 
firmly  held.    In  tar- distillation  products  there  are  practically 
no  alterations.    The  Bank-rate  remains  2  per  cent.,  and  the 
price  of  silver  is  one-eighth  higher,  to-day's  quotation  being 
31~d,  per  oz.  for  bars. 


has  been  2.800  barrels,  against  7,400  barrels  in  1895,  The 
outptt  last  week,  therefore,  was  almost  as  much  as  that  of 
the  corresponding  week  of  last  year — viz  ,  1,600  against  1,900 
barrels.  The  market  is  extremely  firm,  and  the  quotations 
are  agaiu  higher,  230s  ,  c.i.f  ,  being  asked  for  new,  and  200*  , 
c.i.f.,  for  last  year's  oil." 


Our  Bergen  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday  afternoon, 
March  12  : — "  The  weather  since  last  week  has  been  pretty 
good,  but  the  result  of  the  fishing  in  the 
Tefegpam.0''  Lofoten  is  sti11  extremely  unsatisfactory.  The 
total  catch  of  fish  in  the  district  up  to  the 
present  is  9,000,000,  against  26,600,000  at  the  corresponding 
date  of  1895.    The  output  of  unrefined  oil  up  to  the  present 


New  York 
Cablegram 


Our  New  York  correspondent  cables  on  Thursdav  morning, 
March  12,  that  the  holders  of  Copaiba  balsam  a,sk  38c.  per  lb. 

for  good  bright  Angostura,  and  34c.  for  Central 
American  qualities.  Genuine  Balsam  tolu  is 
47c.  per  lb.  Balsam  Peru  is  quiet,  and  may 
be  had  at  $2  15  per  lb.  Cascara  sagrada  keeps  steady  at 
4c.  perlb.  The  stocks  of  Sassafras  root  have  been  reinforced, 
and  prices  are  not  quite  so  firm ;  8c.  per  lb.  would  now  be 
accepted.  For  Bayberry  barli  9c.  per  lb.  is  quoted  ;  and  for 
Black-haw  bark  8c.  per  lb.  Curaqao  aloes  of  good  quality 
offers  at  3£c.  per  lb.  Gum  chicle  is  rather  steadier  at 
37c.  per  lb.  Good  green  Truxillo  coca  leaves  are  quoted  at 
22c.  Bamiana  leaves  have  again  advanced  to  9c.  per  lb. 
Lobelia  herb  is  offering  at  6c  per  lb.  The  market  in  Oil  of 
peppermint  is  extremely  dull,  Western  brands  offering  at 
#1.65,  Wayne  County  at  $1  80,  and  HGH  oil  at  $2  20  per  lb. 
Worm-seed  has  become  scarce.  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  of 
new  season  good  quality  firmly  held  at  $2  per  gallon.  Jalap 
dull  of  sale  at  14c.  for  fair  Vera  Cruz.  Opium  is  lower  all 
round,  good  Bruggists'  qualities  having  fallen  to  $2  per  lb. 


Hamburg 
Telegram 


Our  Hamburg  correspondent  telegraphs  to- 
day : — "  Cod-liver  oil  advancing  here,  the  posi- 
tion being  strong  and  supplies  almost  nil; 
prices  are  more  or  less  nominal.  Camphor  is  quiet  at  4  45m. 
per  kilo,  for  refined  bells/' 

Acid  (Carbolic)  has  advanced  further,  makers  being 
still  very  busy.  Considerable  orders  have  been  placed  re- 
cently, but  whether  for  export  or  for  speculation,  it  is  not 
easy  to  ascertain.  To-day's  quotations  are  as  folio w3 : — 34°  C. 
to  35°  O,  Id.  to  %&. ;  39°  C.  to  40°  C  8d.,  per  lb.  Crude, 
60  per  cent.  2s.  3d.  per  gallon  (at  which  business  has  been 
done),  while  in  some  quarters  2s.  Qd  is  asked,  but  we  do  not 
believe  business  has  been  done  over  2s  Id.  Bitto,  75  per 
cent.,  2s.  Id.  to  2s.  8d.  per  gallon.  Liquid,  10|<2.  to  Is.  per 
gallon. 

Acid  (Citeic). — Quiet,  and  lather  easier.  The  market 
quotation,  according  to  holder,  is  Is  2d.  to  Is.  2\d.  per  lb. 
Concentrated  juice  offers  at  \Zl.  15s.  per  pipe,  f.o.b. 

Arsenic. — There  are  only  a  few  packages  of  English 
arsenic  offering  for  immediate  delivery,  the  price  asked  for 
white  powder  being  :  barrels  21s  ,  kegs  22s.  per  cwt.  The 
manufacturers  are  said  to  be  sold  out  to  April.  The  last 
price  paid,  we  believe,  was  20Z.  5s.  per  ton  on  the  spot,  but 
that  transaction  took  place  several  days  ago.  It  is  now 
believed  that  the  high  prices  will  continue  for  some  time  to 
come,  and  it  is  said  that  many  of  the  sheep-dip  and  weed- 
killer makers  have  not  yet  laid  in  their  requirements. 

Asafcetida. — We  understand  that  thsre  has  been  a  fair 
demand  lately  at  prices  somewhat  exceeding  the  low  rates 
accepted  at  auction  last  week,  the  total  business  done 
amounting  to  about  200  packages.  Telegraphic  instructions 
have  been  received  from  the  exporters  in  Bombay  and  the 
Persian  Gulf  ports,  ordering  the  agents  here  not  to  sell 
any  more  upon  the  recent  low  basis.  It  must  not  be  over- 
looked, however,  that  the  prices  for  asafoctida  generally  are 
still  pretty  high,  that  the  stock  is  large,  and  the  chief  con- 
suming season  is  over. 

Balsams—  Peru  lower.  Very  litttle  business  has  been 
done  lately,  but  we  believe  7s.  lOhd.  per  lb.  would  be  accepted 
for  good  qoality  on  the  spot. 

Borax. — The  combination -price  remains  unaltered.  There 
was  some  talk,  indeed,  to-day  of  an  impending  reduction, 
but  no  definite  step  has  been  taken  in  that  direction.  In 
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fact  it  looks  as  if  the  price  would  sooner  advance  than  de- 
cline. Orystal  is  now  quoted  according  to  make,  at  18s.  Qd. 
to  20s ;  Powder,  19s  to  20s.  Boracic  acid  in  Crystals  offers 
at  29s.  to  30s. ;  Ponder,  30s.  to  32s.  per  cwt. 

Caffeine. — "Very  quiet ;  18s.  per  lb.,  however,  is  still  the 
quotation. 

Camphor  (Ceude). — The  market  last  week  closed  rather 
quietly  with  sellers  at  185s.  c.i  f.  for  Japan,  and  170s.  c.i.f. 
for  Formosa  camphor,  February- April  shipment,  but  a  few 
days  ago  a  sale  of  100  piculs  Formosa,  camphor,  March-May 
steamer,  was  reported  at  167s  Qd.  It  is  reported  that  the 
s.s.  Spondihis,  which  has  been  lost  off  Cape  Varella,  had  on 
board  2,000  piculs  Formosa,  and  1,000  piculs  Japanese 
camphor,  and  in  consequence  of  this  report  the  market  is 
much  firmer  to-day.  Tne  exporters  on  ihe  other  side  ask 
190s.  c.i.f.,  March- May  shipment,  for  Japan,  and  175s.  c  i.f . 
for  Formosa,  but  in  second-hand  172s.  Qd.  c.i  f.  would  be 
accepted  for  the  latter,  and  182s.  Qd.  c.i  f.  for  Japan.  There 
are  no  buyers  for  Formosa  over  167s.  Qd.  c.i.f.,  however. 

Camphor  (Refined). — Unchanged.  English  offers  at 
2s.  3\d.  for  i-ton  lots  of  bells;  German,  in  second  hand, 
2s.  l{d.  per  lb. 

Cocaine  — We  refer  elsewhere  to  the  position  of  this 
article.  With  the  exception  of  one  firm,  the  manufacturers 
on  Saturday  reduced  their  price  for  Eydroohlorate  of  cocaine 
in  tins  to  12s.  10^.  per  oz  for  100  oz.  lots;  13s  for  25  oz., 
and  13s.  3d.  for  smaller  wholesale  quantities,  1-oz  bottles 
being  quoted  3d  per  oz.  above  these  figures.  One  of  the 
manufacturers,  however,  had  made  no  change,  and  still  asks 
nominally  14s.  Qd.  to  15s.  per  oz. 

Copper  (Sulphate)  is  very  firm  at  last  week's  quota- 
tions, scarcely  any  supplies  being  obtainable  from  the 
manufacturers,  while  second-hand  holders  quote  181.  to 
18^.  lOd.  for  London  brands,  and  181  17s.  Qd  f.o.b.  Liverpool. 
It  is  said  that  American  manufacturers  have  oversold  them- 
selves considerably,  and  have  been  compelled  in  consequence 
to  lay  in  supplies  on  this  side.  The  quotations  of  sulphate, 
however,  are  not  very  high  in  proportion  to  the  price  of 
copper,  and  it  is  not  expected  that  they  can  be  maintained 
long.  Macclesfield  is  quoted  at  201.,  Anchor  at  18Z.  f.o.b., 
and  Mint  at  111.  by  the  makers. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Still  declining  slowly.  Best  white 
French  crystals  may  be  had  on  the  spot  at  97s.,  powder  at 
99s.  per  cwt. 

Epsom  Salts. — The  members  of  the  English  Convention 
held  a  meeting  this  week,  at  which  the  position  of  the  article 
was  discussed.  The  price  remains  unchanged,  at  from 
78s.  Qd.  per  ton  upwards  according  to  packing. 

Gentian.— Firmly  held  at  22s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  good 
French  root.  Ponder  is  also  offering  at  22s.  Qd.  per  cwt., 
having  been  raised  to  that  price  from  22s.  in  the  course  of 
this  week. 

Gum  Tragacanth — Unchanged,  with  little  business. 
First  Druggists'  are  still  quoted  at  15Z.  per  cwt.,  seconds 
and  thirds,  in  which  some  business  has  been  done  at  from 
131.  to  14Z.,  and  from  11Z.  to  121.  per  cwt.  respectively. 

Insect- flowers. — In  Trieste  the  quotations  are  well 
maintained,  the  last  prices  cabled  from  that  port  being  as 
follows: — "  Open  "  flowers  from  82s.  to  84s  ;  "half-closed" 
from  90s  to  98s.;  "closed "from  118s  to  140s.  per  cwt., 
f.o.b.  Trieste  For  Powder,  the  prices,  according  to  quality, 
range  from  Is.  to  Is.  3d  per  lb.  The  deliveries  of 
insect-  flowers  in  Trieste  in  the  month  of  February  amounted 
to  104-|  tons,  while  81  tons  only  were  received,  the  stock  at 
the  end  of  February  being  only  11H  tons,  which  is  ab- 
normally small.  The  new  crop  will  not  arrive  until  June 
next. 

Kousso. — Fine  qualities  are  hardly  to  be  bad  ;  fair  loose 
flowers  are  slightly  dearer,  Is.  per  lb.  being  required. 

Liquorice.— Best  French  powder  offers  at  17s  6c?.  per  cwt. 
on  the  spot.  Root  has  become  rather  scarce  lately.  No 
Spanish  decorticated  is  to  be  had  on  the  spot,  but  some  offers 
at  36s.  per  cwt.  to  come  forward.  Rough  Spanish  is  quoted 
at  15s.  to  18s  per  cwt.  according  to  quality.  For  decorticated 
Persian  20s.  is  asked,  while  fair  ordinary  rough  offers  at  7s. 
to  8s.  per  cwt. 


Lithia. — The  two  German  manufacturers  who  now  con- 
trol the  market  in  lithia  salts  have  arrived  at  an  agreement 
in  consequence  of  which  the  pi  ice  has  been  advanced  con- 
siderably. The  increase  dated  from  March  11.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  present  prices  : — Pure  Carbonate,  in  small  whole- 
sale quantities,  9s.  Qd.  per  lb.;  28  1b.  lots,  9s.  3d. ;  112-lb. 
lots,  9s.  Id.  ;  and  2-cwt.  lots,  8s.  lid.  per  lb.  Citrate,  in 
crystals,  6s.,  5s.  Qd.,  5s.  Id.,  and  5s.  6d.  per  lb.  respectively. 
For  powder  the  prices  are  3d.  per  lb.  more  than  for  crystals  : 
2-cwo.  lots  may  b3  taken  in  contract  over  three  months; 
smaller  parcels  must  be  taken  in  one  delivery.  For  parcels 
over  2  cwt.  special  terms  are  allowed.  This  advance 
represents  an  increase  of  2s.  Qd.  per  lb.  on  the  Carbonate, 
but  of  only  9d.  to  Is.  per  lb.  on  the  other  salt.  There  is, 
however,  some  expectation  that  the  price  of  Citrate  will  be 
farther  raised,  as  it  is  said  to  be  out  of  proportion  low  to 
that  of  Carbonate 

Menthol  has  been  selling  this  week  at  13s.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot;  for  arrival  the  quotation  is  12s.  3d  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Oil  (Cod-liver)  has  fully  maintained  its  price.  Busi- 
ness has  been  done  in  London  in  best  new  Norwegian,  at 
the  price  o£  250s.  per  barrel,  and  it  is  questionable  whether 
aDy  can  now  be  had  at  240s  ,  some  holders  standing  out  for 
260s.  Old  Norwegian  oil  has  been  sold  on  the  spot  at  from 
210s.  to  220s.  per  barrel.  A  correspondent  in  the  northern 
district  of  Norway  writes  that  in  the  week  ending  March  3 
the  weather  was  so  stormy  that  no  fishing  could  take  place. 
There  has,  however,  since  then  been  an  improvement,  and 
better  results  were  anticipated  in  the  coming  week.  Ham- 
burg buyers  were  freely  offering  to  purchase  at  210  marks. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  official  statistics  of  the 
Lofoten  fishing  up  to  March  2 : — The  production  of  cod- 
liver  oil  in  Lofoten,  according  to  official  report,  has  been 
fronrthe  commencement  of  the  season  to  March  7,  1896, 
904  hectolitres ;  against  1895,  3,713  hectolitres ;  against 
1894,  4,460  hectolitres  ;  against  1893,  8,548  hectolitres.  In 
consequence  of  this  poor  result  prices  are  rapidly  advancing 
further.  To-day  the  London  market  closes  very  firmly. 
For  Newfoundland  oil  6s.  Qd.  per  gallon  is  the  last  price 
reported  to  have  been  paid. 


Fish  Caught  (Thousands) 

Cod-liver  Oil  (Hectl.) 

1894 

1895 

189S 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Lofoten 
Winter  fish 

5,700 
5,871 

5,000 
3,683 

1,200 
1,623 

2,713 
3,603 

1,661 
1,738 

400 
661 

Total  .. 

11,571 

8,693 

2,823 

6,316 

3,402 

1,061 

Oils  (Essential). — Star-anise  closes  rather  firmer.  Sales 
have  been  made  this  week  at  10s.  3^. ,  and  even,  it  is  rumoured, 
at  10s.  §\d  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  In  some  quarters  it  is 
said  that  tbe  last-named  figure  has  already  been  refused,  and 
that  10s.  Qd.  per  lb.  is  required.  As  the  price  in  China  is 
about  Is.  above  the  London  parity,  and  there  is  scarcely 
anything  offering,  while  the  stock  here  is  quite  small,  there 
is  every  prospect  of  a  further  advance.  Russian  oil  of  star- 
anise  sold  last  week,  it  is  said,  as  low  as  6s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  but 
that  lot  having  been  disposed  of,  holders  now  require  8s.  Qd. 
to  8s.  Qd.  per  lb.  Italian  essential  oils  are  firm,  with  an  upward 
tendency  in  Oil  of  orange  and  Bergamot.  American  peijper- 
mint  oil  remains  quiet.  It  is  prooably  still  possible  to  buy 
HGH  at  9s.  Qd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  Lemongrass  oil  is  firmly 
held  at  2^d.  per  oz.  for  fair  native  qualities.  Citronella  oil 
is  still  quoted  nominally  at  2s.  per  lb.  on  the  spot,  but  it 
would  probably  be  possible  to  buy,  with  an  order,  at  least  a 
couple  of  pence  below  that  figure.  For  arrival  Is.  1\d.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.  April-May,  would  now  probably  be  accepted.  Arrivals 
have  been  very  heavy  lately,  the  Clan  Murray,  which  came 
into  port  to-day,  alone  bringing  63  7  to  8  cwt.  drums,  and 
138  cases  and  kegs. 

Opium. — Business  has  become  rather  dull  here,  and 
although  several  holders  are  not  disposed  to  sell,  the  price 
all  round  for  druggists'  may  be  quoted  about  Qd  below  the 
highest  figure  of  last  week.  Offtrs  of  8s  Qd.  per  lb.  would 
probably  not  now  be  refused  for  gum  which  was  quoted  at 
9s.  la-t  week.     In  Soft-shipping  sales  have  been  made  at 
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from  11*.  6d.  to  13*.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality,  while 
Persian  ia  still  quoted  at  from  lis.  for  ordinary,  up  to  13*. 
per  lb.  for  fine  bricks. 

Phenacetin. — The  loweot  price  at  which  B  P.  phenacetin, 
brand  not  mentioned,  can  now  be  had  appears  to  be  5s.  9d. 
per  lb. 

Potash  Salts. — Permanganate  is  considerably  firmer, 
the  manufacturers  for  the  most  part  being  unable  to  supply 
anything  for  prompt  delivery.  (Small  crystals  have  been 
selling  in  second-hand  at  70s.  per  cwt.,  and  for  large  crystals 
75*.  per  cwt.  is  now  quoted.  Chlorate  quiet  at  4£rf.  psr  lb. 
Yellow  Prussiate  7\d  to  3d.  for  English,  6f<2.  per  lb.  for 
Beckton.  Bromide,  Is.  8d  ;  Cyanide,  98-100  per  cent., 
1*.  Hd.  to  Is.  bd.  per  lb.  Refined  saltpetre,  20*.  7\d.  to 
22s.  9d.  per  cwt.,  according  to  brand  and  packing. 

Quicksilver  is  extremely  quiet.  The  importers'  price  is 
71.  2s.  6d.  per  bottle  ;  second-hands  offer  at  71.  Is.  6d.  per 
bottle. 

Senna. — Tinevelly  leaves  of  good  quality  remain  scarce, 
and  are  very  firmly  held.  There  have  also  been  several 
inquiries  for  Alexandrian  leaves,  but  no  business  is  reported. 
Selected  leaves  are  held  at  3d.  to  lQd. ;  broken  at  <\d.  to  6d. ; 
and  siftings  at  2\d  to  3d.  per  lb.  Alexandrian  pods  are 
dearer,  6d.  per  lb.  being  now  asked  for  fair  quality. 

Shellac. — The  market  closed  rather  easier  last  week 
with  sellers  of  TN  Orange,  January-March  shipment  at  91*. 
and  April-June  shipment  at  90*.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms.  At 
auction  a  small  supply  was  offered,  and  only  112  cases  sold 
at  about  1*.  decline  for  second  Orange,  which  realised  from 
92*.  to  94*.  for  fair  to  good  livery,  and  75*.  to  84*.  for  blocky 
ditto.  Of  Garnet  lac  123  cases  were  offered  and  bought  in. 
The  spot  price  for  AC  Garnet  is  91* ,  for  fair  TN  Orange 
96*.  to  99*.  per  cwt.  Since  the  auctions  business  has  been 
done  at  higher  prices— viz ,  90*.,  c.i.f.,  for  TN,  April- June 
shipment. 

Spices  — Zanzibar  cloves  have  been  dealt  in  at  lower 
prices,  sales  being  reported  at  2~d.  per  lb.  for  March-  May, 
and  at  2~d.  per  lb.  for  June-August  delivery.  At  auction 
261  bales  were  partly  sold  at  easy  prices — viz.,  2\d.  per  lb. 
for  good  fair  to  ordinary  ;  dull  Amboyna  sold  at  'i\d.  per  lb., 
and  for  129  bales  Clove-stems  from  \d.  to  ~d  per  lb.  was 
accepted.  Chillies  are  quiet,  with  sales  at  auction  of  medium 
red  Zanzibar  at  29*  ;  fine  bold  picked  Japan,  75*. ;  and 
common  Java,  11*.  6d.  per  cwt.  Capsicums  quiet ;  good  to 
fine  long  Bombay  sold  at  16*.  to  23*.  Qd  Nutmegs  are  very 
quiet,  and  Mace  remains  dull  of  sale.  Pimento  is  steady  at 
2§<Z.  to  2\d.  for  ordinary  grey  to  good  bright,  and  White 
pepper  easier.  At  auction  fine  to  superior  bold  Singapore 
realised  4f  to  5d.  per  lb.  Black  pepper  quiet,  with  sales  of 
common  grey  Singapore  at  auction  at  2\d.  to  Z\d.  A  parcel 
of  6  cases  Natal  Cayenne  pepper  sold,  without  reserve,  at 
9^d.  to  lOd.  per  lb.  The  new  crop  of  Jamaican  ginger  was  in 
rather  larger  supply,  608  bales  being  offered,  of  which  about 
300  sold  at  full  prices  for  better  quality,  low  medium  scraped 
to  good  washed  realising  71*.  6^  to  95*.  per  cwt.  Common 
grades  were  rather  dull  of  sale.  Common  scraped  Rhatoon 
selling  at  60*.  to  69*.  per  cwt.  Bou*h  Cochin  was  from  1*. 
to  2s.  lower,  but  cut  qualities  were  steady.  The  following 
prices  were  paid : — Common  to  good  washed  rough,  26*.  to 
35*. ;  small  to  good  bright  bold,  dull  native  cut,  47*.  to  67*.  Qd. 
per  cwt. 

Wax  (Bees'). — The  supply  of  all  kinds  i3  small,  and  the 
market  very  firm,  with  an  advancing  tendency.  Madagascar 
is  quoted  at  from  Ql.  15*.  to  71.  2s.  6d.  for  dark  to  fair  blight. 
Jamaican  wax  is  again  dearer,  up  to  31.  15*.  per  cwt.  having 
been  paid  privately  for  good  quality.  Yellow  Bombay  wax  is 
quoted  according  to  holder  at  from  Ql  10*.  to  71.  per  cwt.  : 
common  to  fair  white  at  about  the  same  price. 

Wax  (Japan)  has  advanced.  On  the  spot  34*.  per  cwt. 
has  been  paid  for  good  pale  squares,  and  35s.  is  now  asked. 
The  stock  is  vary  small,  and  business  is  restricted  on  that 
account.  For  arrival  the  quotation  is  as  higa  as  40*.  per 
cwt.,  c  i.f. 


The  Liverpool  Drug- market. 
Oar  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  March  11,  says 
that  Castor  oil  has  been  rather  quieter  during  the  weak, 
owing  to  arrivals,  but  on  the  whole  the  market  has  been  well 


maintained,  good  seconds  Calcutta  only  receding  ^d.  for 
parcel  ex  quay,  2\d.  still  beiDg  asked  ex  store.  French  first 
pressure  is  still  held  for  2^d.  to  2\d  ,  and  Madras  for  Z\d. 
per  lb.  African  ginger :  The  upward  movement  has  come 
to  a  standstill  for  the  present,  and  24*.  Qd.  or  24*.  would  buy 
good  root.  Cream  of  Tartar  first  white  is  held  for  10?*  to 
105*.  per  cwt.  as  supplies  are  not  large.  Potashes  have  been 
tendiDg  in  buyers'  favour,  21*.  is  asked,  and  37*.  Qd.  to 
38*.  for  pearlashes.  Beeswax  has  been  in  request,  and  sales 
of  Chilian  have  been  made  at  prices  ranging  from  71. 12*  Qd. 
to  81  according  to  quality.  Gambia  beeswax  realised  71.  to 
71.  2s.  Qd.  in  auction  for  the  small  lots  offering.  Spirits  or 
turpentine  are  available  at  2ls.  3d.  to  21s  Qd.  for  spot; 
parcels.  Kola-nuts  have  been  arriving  sparsely,  dry  have 
been  fetching  bd,  to  Qd.  per  lb.  according  to  the  condi- 
tion. Canary  seed  is  flat,  and  small  business  has  been  passing 
at  31*.  Qd.  to  32*.  per  qr.  for  fine  Turkish. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 
Our  correspondent  writes,  under  date  of  March  10: — 
"  Business  in  general  is  still  very  quiet  here,  and  there  is  not 
much  doing  in  the  drug-market.  Antimony  remains  quiet  at 
33m  per  100  kilos,  for  crude:  regulus,65m.to66m.  per  100  kilos. 
Arsenic,  steady,  white  refined  45m.  to  46m.  per  100  kilos. ; 
yellow  lump  46m.  to  47m.  per  100  kilos.  Acid  (tartaric) 
somewhat  easier  at  270m.  to  274m.  per  100  kilos  Acid 
(carbolic)  unchanged  at  160m.  to  162m.  per  100  kilos.  (40 
per  cent.).  Balsim  copaiba  unaltered,  Maracaibo  300m.  to 
310m.  per  100  kilos.  Balsam  Peru  unchanged  at  la9t  week's 
quotation  at  17|m.  to  18m.  per  kilo  .  Camphor  (refined), 
little  doing  at  present ;  to-day  s  quotation  is  450m.  to  455m. 
per  100  kilos.  Cantharides  (Russian),  425m.  to  440m.  per 
100  kilo3.  Cascara  sagrada  steady  at  42m.  to  44m.  per  100 
kilos.    Cream  of  tartar  is  firm. 


Ifrice-Iisi 

The  following  are  some  current  wholesale  market  quotations 
of  fine  and  miscellaneous  chemicals  and  other  preparations 
not  specially  enumerated  in  other  parts  of  our  Trade-report. 
All  prices  are  for  large  wholesale  parcels,  delivered  in 
London. 


Articles 

Price 
January  30, 1896 

i. 

d. 

t. 

d. 

1 

2 

to 

1 

6 

Acid,  acetic,  98-100  per  cent,  glacial    . . 

. .  per  cwt. 

40 

9 

42 

3 

.,        „     33  per  cent.  (B.P.) 

16 

0 

16 

3 

14 

9 

15 

3 

31 

6 

32 

0 

„    benzoic,  crystals,  ex  toluol 

29 

6 

30 

0 

. .  per  lb. 

2 

2 

2 

3 

4 

3 

4 

6 

1 

3 

1 

*i 

77 

6 

25 

24 

0 

0 

1 

9 

2 

2 

„    hydrocyanic,  B.P.,  2  per  cent. 

I 

8 

„            „         (Scheele),  5  per  cent. 

6 

0 

21 
21 

°o 

0 

3 

9 

0 

3* 

0 

31 

1 

0 

1 

4 

8 

0 

12 

0 

2 

3 

2 

7 

4 

6 

5i 

0 

3 

0 

1 

8 

1 

9 

2 

4 

3  10 

13 

6 

17 

6 

,,     ust.,  crystals  

38 

0 

42 

0 

0 

4 

31 

0 

34 

0 

19 

0 

22 

0 

0 

5 

0 

6 

2 

8r 

2 

9i 

10 

0 

10 

6 

7 

6 

7 

9 

4 

0i 

4 

li 

3 

0 

2 

3i 

2 

5 

9 

3 

8 

ii 

3 

a 
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Articles 


Caffeine,  pure    per  lb. 

„      citrate,  B.P   „ 

Camphor,  refined,  bells    . .       . .       . .       . .  „ 

„          „      tablets  ,  „ 

Caramel       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  per  cwt. 

Carmine      . .                                  . .       . .  per  lb. 

Chalk,  French,  powdered  . .       ..       ..       ..  per  cwt. 

„       „       cut  in  slices       . .       . .       . .  „ 

Chloral  hydrate,  crystals          . .       . .       . .  per  lb. 

„         „       Liebreich         ..       ..       ..  „ 

Cobalt,  chloride   „ 

„     nitrate,  crystals  . .       . .       . .       . .  „ 

„     black  oxide        . .       . .       . .       . .  „ 

Cocaine                                . .       . .      . .  per  oz. 

Codeine,  B.P   „ 

Collodion,  meth   per  lb. 

„       B.P   „ 

Cumarin    per  oz. 

Emetine,  light  (alkaloid)   „ 

Ergotin,  B.P.    per  lb. 

„      Bonjean   „ 

Ether,  rectified,  0'750    „ 

0-735,  B.P  

„     pure,  0-720,  B.P.    „ 

-,       „       „    (from  meth.  sp.)     . .       . .  „ 

„     butyric,  absolute  . .       . .       . .       . .  „ 

„     metbylated,  0-730   , 

0-717  (abs.  anassth  )         ..  „ 

Enonymin,  B.P   n 

.,         green  or  brown    „ 

Cold  (chloride),  in  15-gr.  tubes   per  doz. 

Heliotropin   per  oz. 

Hydroquinone       ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  per  lb. 

Iodoform,  B.P   n 

Iron,  sulphate    per  cwt. 

„   reduced,  by  hydr.,  pure   per  lb. 

.,                  „        black   „ 

Jalap,  resin,  B.P.  ..       ..       ..  ... 

Lithia  carbonate   . .       . .   

„     citrate       . .       . .       . . 

Magnesium,  ribbon  and  wire     . .       . .       . . 

powder,  bars,  or  shavings        . .  „ 

Morphia,  hydrochlor.  powder   per  oz. 

.,            „         crystals   „ 

Naphthalio,  white . .       ..       ..  ..per  cwt. 

Eickel.  metal  cubes,  99-100  per  cent   per  lb. 

„     sulphate     . .       . .       . .       . .       . . 

•i  »      ammon  io        . .       . .       . . 

Peroxide  of  hydrogen,  10  vols   per  gall. 

Phenacetin  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .       , .  per  lb. 

Pilocarpine   pergrm. 

iPodophyllin     per  lb. 

Potassium  oxalate,  neutral  crystals    . .       . .  , 

„       bi-oxalate  (sal  acetos)  crysrals     . .  „ 

»            »            »        powder     ..  „ 
„  bromide 

„       iodide  ..       ..       ..      ..  ., 

„       prussiate.  yellow   

„       cyanide,  98-100  per  cent   „ 

„  „      30  per  cent  

„       permanganate    per  cwt. 

,,       prussiate.  red  crystals        . .       . .  per  lb. 

■Quinine  sulph.,  in  vials   . .       . .       . .       . .  per  oz. 

„         „     in  bulk  . . 
Eesorcin 

Saccharin,  300  strength  . .       . .  Der'lb 

500  ,  

Salicin        ......  " 

Salol                                                   "  " 

Sal  prunella,  balls   per  cwt. 

,,      „  cakes  

•Santonin     , .       . ,       . .       . .       , .       .  *  per" lb. 

Silver,  metal         . .       . ,       . .       ] )        '  per  oz" 
„     nitrate,  crystals  .. 

n  »  Sticks 

Sodium,  sulphite                                       !!  per  "cwt. 

*     „     salicylate,  powder       . .       . .       . .  per  lb.' 

4     »         »  crystals 
Rcammonium,  virgin 

Scammony,  resin    ..       ..       ..       "       "  " 

Sodium  acetate,  white  crystals  . .               \\  per  cwt. 

m         „  pure   

Strychnine,  precip.    per'oz. 

„  crystals 

Sugar  of  milk,  crystals  or  powder       ..       "  per  cwt 

Sulphonal   per  lb.' 

Terebene,  pure 

Terpene,  hydrate  . .    " 

Terpineol              ..       ..       \\       "       "  r'0Z- 

Thymol  crystal?   per  lb- 

Turpentine,  Chian  

_         Venice         ..               "  perowt. 

Vanillin    ner  oz 

Veratrine,  B.P                      "              ..  peroz. 

Vermilion,  English..       ..               V.      V.  per  lb. 

„  Chinese.. 
Urethane  (ethyl)  _ 


Price 
January  30, 189S 


d. 
0 
9 

u 

2 
0 
6 
6 
0 
0 
9 


2  10 

3  4 
6  2 

12  10 
10  6 

1  4 

4  9 

2  10 
46  0 


17  0 
1  7 


29  0 
7  3 


s.  a. 

18  6 


0 
6 
8 
9 
4 
0 
5 
71 
3* 
0" 
0 
3 
3 
6 
6 
0 
11 
0  1H 
11  9" 
8  11 
5  6 


61 

51 

9 

6 

0 

6 

4£ 

4f 

5 

8 

6 

7 

4 

8 

0 

4 

4 

11 

9 

0 

0 

3 

4 

0 


15 
2 
2 
25 
24 


4  7* 

5  4* 


15  0 
10  9 


3  0 
48  0 


0  7i 


26  0 
19  0 


6  10 
15  9 


20 
1 
1 

13 
9 
6 

18 

14 


18  0 

1  8 

0  8 

0  7 


14 
5 
7 
0 
0 
0 
1 

12 

0  8 

1  6 

0  11 
75  0 

1  5 
1  4 

40  0 
60  0 

8  3 

42  6 

32  6 

7  6 


1  9i 

1  101 

2  9 

3  4 
32  0 

9  0 
21  0 
35  0 
1  1U 
1  10 
90  0 
18  6 
1  2 
1  10 

8  0 
10  0 


2  6 
14  9 


*  With  graduated  scale  of  discounts,  according  to  quantity. 


^onftcm  gntcj  Statistics. 


The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  movement  of  some  of 
the  leading  drags  in  the  London  pnblic  warehouses  in  the 
course  of  the  first  months  of  1896  and  1895.  The  statistics 
are  supplied  by  the  warehouses  in  question,  and  their  accu- 
racy cannot  be  guaranteed.  It  should  also  be  noted  that 
certain  warehouses  refuse  to  supply  returns,  and  that  several 
figures,  notably  those  relating  to  oils  of  star-anise  and  cassia 
and  to  camphor,  are  therefore  incomplete. 


Stocks 

Imported 

Delivered 

Article 

1896 

1895 

- 

1896 

1895 

1896 

1895 

Aloes ........  cs,  &c. 

5,231 

4  680 

579 

346 

339 

294 

2,396 

3,129 

— 

— 

303 

94 

243 

441 

— ■ 

— 

£8 

15 

Arrowroot  ....  brls 

14,203 

10  792 

2,921 

3,470 

2,367 

2,698 

„       bxs  &  tins 

1,725 

2,200 

1L5 

375 

449 

554 

Balsams  (all  Medi- 

cinal) . . .  .cks,  &c. 

1,333 

1,040 

195 

195 

226 

331 

19 

— 



— 

22 

Oalumba  bgs. 

950 

986 

— 

90 

272 

146 

Camphor   ....  pkgs. 

13  674 

4.379 

446 

530 

3,045 

451 

Cardamoms . .  cs,  &c. 

653 

1,058 

306 

543 

631 

470 

Cinchona-bark  : — 

S.  American  . .  cs 

58 

64 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„      bis,  &c. 
E.I.  Ceylon,    (  cs 

16,272 

19  207 

513 

1,155 

1,490 

1,969 

230 

156 

— 

3 

40 

38 

and  Java    1  bis 

10,566 

13,423 

3,065 

2,845 

1672 

1,207 

Ooculus  Ind.  . ,  bgs. 

73 

194 

— 

— 

18 

Cream  of  tartar  cks 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

378 

330 

— 

— 

18 

56 

1643 

2,730 

233 

163 

303 

216 

Dragon's  Blood  ..cs 

167 

181 

36 

45 

48 

51 

Alalia  r^liiTlo  Jtr  Tr3  ^ 

traus,L*iima  oz  j  ap  ,, 

1,294 

383 

882 

50 

95 

169 

xrKy  as  jrrsu  oga 

4  053 

— 

260 

— 

1,164 

Gambler  tns 

1279 

652 

1,622 

1,472 

1,082 

1289 

Gums — ■ 

Ammoniacum  pgs 

F8 

80 

4 

28 

17 

23 

Animi  &  Copal  „ 

8,787 

7.950 

3,330 

1,989 

2,827 

3,794 

Acacia       • ,  „ 

11.347 

11,703 

3,977 

3  651 

3,571 

2  271 

Asaf oetida  . . 

1272 

301 

636 

246 

127 

118 

Benzoin  ....  ,, 

1420 

1,853 

443 

652 

531 

524 

3  220 

3  530 

2  155 

2  113 

1  029 

Qalbanum  • .  ,, 

2 

'  11 

Gamboge  . .  „ 

150 

180 

65 

7 

74 

35 

Guaiacum  ..  „ 

43 

74 

8 

— 

22 

52 

14 

19 

2 

2 

2 

Kowrie  . .  tns  net 

1  218 

2,130 

431 

483 

652 

530 

Mastich  ....  pkgs 

24 

19 

11 

7 

2 

588 

486 

138 

156 

105 

92 

Olibanum  . .  „ 

3,323 

3,551 

2,138 

998 

871 

^78 

Sandarach  . .  ,, 

375 

702 

284 

212 

171 

263 

Tragacanth  „ 

2,927 

2  404 

1,628 

8fa7 

680 

1,115 

Ipecacuanha . .  „ 

599 

758 

47 

88 

165 

193 

176 

134 

14 

90 

55 

2,755 
988 

2.9 10 

39 

2 

Nux  Vomica  .  .pkgs 

1,020 

38 

365 

148 

ZU 

Oils  . 

122 

332 

20 

354 

28 

78 

Cassia   „ 

37 

154 

8 

25 

2 

5 

86 

67 

233 

45 

234 

64 

929 

12  2 

219 

123 

376 

504 

Oocoa-nut  tns 

648 

1,113 

402 

1,113 

496 

7S6 

Olive  ....  cks,  &c. 

686 

920 

545 

184 

288 

359 

18 

8 

30 

9 

21 

7 

745 

1,141 

20 

423 

200 

437 

Safllower  ..bis,  &c. 

78 

139 

27 

28 

8 

Sarsaparilla  ....  bis 

253 

318 

150 

155 

163 

181 

2,201 

2  245 

47 1 

873 

606 

Shellac— 

15,860 

11,709 

9  051 

4,4S5 

6  879 

5,692 
1,214 

1,518 

4,683 

3,059 

353 

2,509 

1,653 

7,026 

4,018 

2,832 

1,645 

1,984 

27.569 
1,424 

18,816 
307 

12.286 
1 189 

8,549 
130 

10  416 
260 

8  424 
198 

Turmeric.Bengl.  tns 

783 

415 

55 

4 

23 

14 

Other  kinds  . .  „ 

586 

407 

19 

16 

67 

71 

1,369 

822 

72 

20 

90 

85 

Vermilion  .  chts,&c. 

16 

13 

2 

2 

3 

Wax  (bees')  bls&sns 

1,076 

232 

216 

120 

336 

264 

..       cks  &  cs 

1.108 

756 

466 

740 

374 

640 

„  (Japan)  cs,  &c. 

320 

1,212 

150 

150 

185 

Warts.— Paint  liquor  epispasticus  lightly  over  the  warts 
night  and  morning.  A  lajer  of  dry  lint  over  the  solution 
afterwards  will  protect  surrounding  parts,  but  the  remedy 
should  not  be  used  for  war's  cn  the  hands. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

In  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications, 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


An  ti-  cutting. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  "  A.  F.  H."  appears  to  grasp  the 
general  position  of  this  question,  but  in  some  respects  he 
does  not  fully  appreciate  the  difficulties. 

He  is  correct  in  saying  that  "  the  chemist  is  not  the  best 
friend  of  the  proprietary-owner,"  but  there  is  no  reason  why 
he  should  not  be.  It  is  also  true  that  this  intense  cutting  is 
"  sapping  the  life-blood  "  out  of  the  retailer's  business,  and 
this  state  of  affairs  will  continue  unless  the  retailers  them- 
selves take  more  interest  in  the  question  than  they  appear  to 
at  present.  It  is  not  by  writing  to  the  papers  objecting  to 
almost  everything  that  is  suggested  that  this  question  is  to 
be  Eolved,  but  rather  by  assisting  those  who  are  doing  their 
best  to  bring  about  a  better  state  of  affairs. 

We  can  assure  "  A.  F.  H."  that  it  is  not  by  any  means  the 
case  "  the  cheaper  the  preparation  can  be  obtained  the  better 
the  proprietor  likes  it."  Neither  is  it  true  that  "retailers 
are  on  their  knees  asking  for  a  scheme  of  doubtful  advantage." 

The  position  is  this  A  number  of  proprietors,  who  feel  that 
cutting  is  injurious  to  both  their  and  distributors'  interests, 
have  formed  an  association  which  has  been  joined  by  a  large 
number  of  important  wholesale  houses  and  an  insignificant 
number  of  retailers.  The  proprietors'  section  consists  of 
those  who  have  anti- cutting  systems  working  and  those  who 
are  anxious  to  adopt  some  scheme.  The  object  is  to  con- 
solidate and  simplify  the  present  working  arrangements  and 
to  prove  to  other  proprietors  by  example  and  experience  that 
it  pays.  The  great  difficulty  is  that  there  is  no  single  scheme 
which  is  suitable  to  every  article,  but  it  is  not  insurmountable. 
What  can  be  done  is  to  prevent  multiplication  of  agreements 
and  by  discussion  and  co-operation  limit  the  number  of 
systems,  and  for  manufacturers  to  assist  each  other  by 
mutual  help  and  support. 

The  scheme  we  ourselves  are  working  and  those  of  a  few 
other  proprietors  will  continue  either  with  or  without  an 
association. 

If  the  retailers  show  no  disposition  to  take  an  active  part 
in  this  movement  the  number  of  protected  articles  will  be 
necessarily  limited,  but  we  venture  to  say  that  the  trade  have 
it  in  their  power  to  make  this  anti-cutting  such  a  success 
that  an  unprotected  proprietary  article  will  be  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule.  Yours  truly, 

Stephen  Smith  &  Co., 
Proprietors  of  "  Hall's  Cjca  Wine." 


Sm,— I  observe  the  letter  of  Messrs.  C.  Cardwell  &  Son. 
It  would  appear  from  it  that  we  chemists  are  expected  to 
whittle  our  feet  down  to  fit  grocers'  shoes.  Chemists  cannot 
sell  patents  at  16?  per  cent,  profit  and  make  a  fair  income, 
although  grocers  may,  for  the  following  reasons  :  — 

(1)  Because  at  least  one-third  of  the  average  chemist's 
overturn  is  done  in  proprietaries  of  one  kind  or  another, 
whilst  probably  not  one-hundreth  part  of  the  grocer's  over- 
turn is  in  the  same  class  of  goods. 

(2)  Bacause  the  grocer  turns  over  1,000£.  for  every  1002. 
the  chemist  can  turn  over,  and  in  some  cases  even  more.  So 
large  an  overturn  in  all  classes  of  stock  renders  the  grocer 
independent  of  a  large  profit  upon  any  particular  class, 
whilst  the  chemist  is  confined  to  the  narrow  range  of  the 
ordinary  drog-  stock. 

(3)  Because  every  patent  medicine  sold  is  sold  at  the 
expense  of  the  drug- trade,  and  takes  so  much  off  what  would 
have  been  better-paying  business  to  the  chemist,  whilst  ' 


every  patent  sold  by  a  grocer  is  so  much  extra  to  his  over- 
turn, and  it  matters  not  whether  he  has  a  small  profit  or  no 
profit  at  all. 

The  argument  that  patents  would  be  cut  if  the  profits 
were  as  high  as  30  per  cent,  is  a  very  feeble  one.  The 
system  contemplated  will  do  no  good  unless  it  is  capable  of 
maintaining  the  fixed  price  for  each  article,  no  matter  what 
the  profit  upon  that  article  is.  We  want  the  fixed  price  for 
a  Is.  l^d.  article  to  be  Is.  l\d.  no  matter  what  it  costs,  and 
if  anybody  sells  it  below  Is.  \\d.  we  want  that  person's 
supplies  to  be  stopped.  The  person  who  would  cut  a  profit 
of  30  per  cent,  will  just  as  readily  cut  a  profit  of  16J|  per 
cent.,  unless  this  system  is  strong  enough  to  prevent  cutting 
altogether. 

It  is  quite  plain  that  manufacturers  of  patents  are  making 
an  attempt  to  raise  the  profits  upon  patents  far  enough  to 
stop  the  stores  from  imitating  to  so  large  an  extent,  but 
there  appears  to  be  no  desire  to  raise  them  so  far  as  to  give 
the  chemist  a  fair  profit  upon  his  overturn.  If,  however, 
manufacturers  think  that  a  profit  of  16f  per  cent,  is  to  stop- 
stores  from  pushing  imitations,  they  are  too  innocent  for  a 
long  stay  in  this  world.  By  taking  this  feeble  middle  course 
they  stand  a  good  chance  of  neither  staying  the  hands  of 
the  cutting  imitator  nor  securing  the  friendship  of  the 
chemist. 

It  would  be  good  policy  to  cut  all  proprietaries  down  to 
cost-price  which  give  a  guaranteed  profit  of  less  than  25  per 
cent,  to  30  per  cent.  Experience  has  taught  us  that  cutting 
patents  is  the  quickest  method  to  adopt  if  we  want  to  clear 
tbem  out  altogether.  Upon  this  point  there  should  be  no- 
surrender.  The  right  attitude  for  chemists  to  take  up  is  to- 
insist  upon  a  profit  of  30  per  cent,  or  no  profit  at  all.  The 
patents  which  give  a  profit  of  30  per  cent,  will  live,  the 
patents  which  are  cut  down  to  16|  per  cent,  profit  will  be 
imitated  off  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Dumfries.  James  Keid. 


Sir, — I  observe  in  your  issue  of  March  7  that  at  the 
general  meeting  of  the  Sanitas  Company  (Limited)  the 
managing  director  said  "  they  were  not  altogether  sure  but 
what  the  man  who  cuts  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  their  friend, 
because,  so  long  as  he  pushes  the  sales,  that  was  to  their 
advantage."  And  again,  in  the  correspondence  columns  of 
ihe  same  issue,  "A.  F.  H."  says  "busy  stores  do  not  do 
it" — ie.  push  substitutions — "because  they  have  not  the 
time." 

From  a  pretty  extensive  store  experience  I  can  assure 
both  gentlemen  that  they  are  mistaken.  "  The  man  who 
cuts "  never  pushes  Sanitas  or  other  preparations  if  he 
has  a  similar  article  which  yields  him  a  larger  profit,  and  the- 
busiest  stores  are  never  too  busy  to  push  their  own  speciali- 
ties against  those  of  other  makers.  Indeed,  the  assistants- 
have  a  personal  interest  in  pushing  the  firm's  own  goods  if 
they  wish  to  stand  well  in  the  estimation  of  their  employers, 
and  to  earn  pocket-money  in  the  form  of  "spiff,"  a  percent- 
age— usually  about  2\  per  cent. — paid  on  the  sale  of  certain 
articles  of  the  firm's  own  manufacture. 

Yours  truly, 

Edinburgh,  March  7.  A.  M.  (29/44.) 


Sir, — The  logic  of  your  correspondent  "  M.  P.  S  "  is  a  little 
obscure.  I  cannot  see  what  material  difference  there  is 
between  buying  a  patent  medicine  at  lis.  to  sell  at  Is.  and 
buying  at  8s.  to  sell  at  9d.  The  nominal  price  printed  on 
the  wrapper  has  no  more  to  do  with  it  than  the  colour  of 
the  paper. 

In  many  instances  of  advance  in  prices  the  manufacturer's 
motive  probably  is  to  pick  up  the  profit  which  the  retailers 
have  thrown  away.  Seigel's  Syrup,  by  "  giving  "  l\d.  profit, 
is  at  least  as  liberal  towards  chemists  as  they  are  towards- 
themselves.  The  average  profit  on  shilling  patents  is,  I 
think,  not  more  than  l\d.  or  about  12  per  cent. 

Yours  truly, 
Mens.  (29/63.) 


M.  P.  W.  (31/10).— What  if  Mr.  Glyn- Jones  is  a  cutter? 
Some  people  have  to  be,  but  would  be  very  glad  if  they  could 
do  business  on  a  better  basis. 
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E.  A.  Sharp.— We  do  not  see  what  is  the  new  point  in  the 
scheme  you  suggest. 


The  Shops  (Early  Closing)  Bill. 

Sir, — There  are,  as  everyone  must  admit,  certain  difficul- 
ties which  will  affect  this  measure  being  made  a  compulsory 
one ;  but  the  growing  tendency  to  shorten  the  hours  of 
business  in  other  vocations  should  stimulate  chemists  to  con- 
sider some  change  for  the  better.  To  attempt  to  do  so  by 
mutual  agreement  appears  to  be  hopeless ;  only  in  certain 
localities  has  this  object  been  attained. 

I  can  see  no  other  alternative  than  that  chemists  should 
support  Sir  John  Lubbock's  Bill,  and  accept  the  lines  he 
lay  s  down.  It  is  quite  easy  to  find  fault  with  the  Bill,  and  to  de- 
signate it  "  grandmotherly  legislation,"  as  certain  gentlemen 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  have  done ;  but  can  these 
same  gentlemen  in  the  plenitude  of  their  wisdom  offer  us 
any  better  solution  of  the  difficulty?  If  so,  we  shall  feel 
intensely  grateful  to  them. 

I  beg  to  suggest  that  every  chemist  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom  should  again  be  asked  to  vcte  for  or  against  the 
measure.  If  there  should  be  a  majority  in  favour  of  early 
closing,  then  to  petition  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  to 
assist  by  every  means  in  their  power  towards  carrying 
through  the  Bill.  Yours  faithfully, 

An  Ex- Chemist.  (29/27.) 


Sib, — If  this  Bill  is  passed  into  law,  it  will,  however 
plausible  its  object,  cast  a  great  reflection  upon  Parliament 
itself.  I  cannot  think,  however,  with  all  respect  to  your 
opinion,  that  it  will  ever  become  law.  Our  British  Parliament, 
composed  as  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  intelligence,  and 
that  of  the  very  highest  order,  cannot  pass  such  a  monstrous 
Bill  as  that,  restricting  the  privileges  of  British  subjects. 
If  passed  I  will  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  will  sow  the 
seeds  of  discontent,  and  even  civil  war  itself.  Look  at  it  in 
any  way,  it  cannot  but  be  an  evil  to  the  assistants  as  well  as 
masters ;  they  will  work  shorter  hours  and  receive  less 
salary,  and  have  more  time  to  spend  money  in  dissipation, 
if  inclined,  and  will  be  tempted,  if  not  inclined,  to  many 
forms  of  unwholesome  amusement.  Many  shops  exist  en- 
tirely by  the  fact  that  they  are  a  convenience  to  the  public 
after  the  greater  establishments  close.  You  might  as  well 
think  it  a  right  thing  to  summon  a  person  for  going  to  a 
shop  after  the  particular  hour  named  as  to  summon  a 
tradesman  for  keeping  his  shop  open  after  the  hour  named. 
For  to  keep  bis  shop  open  he  must,  as  that  is  the  very  cause  of 
the  failure  of  voluntary  effort  to  early  closing.  Shops  always 
fill  with  customers  just  before  the  hour  of  early  closing,  and 
cannot  be  closed  for  half  an  hour,  and  it  would  be  vexatious  to 
receive  a  summons  for  what  we  cannot  help ;  and,  in  fact,  it 
would  be  a  loss  of  trade  to  thousands  of  small  shopkeepers, 
and  drive  them  into  bankruptcy.  If  the  Bill  is  to  benefit 
assistants,  why  not  make  a  Bill  for  assistants  only,  and  not 
handicap  masters  by  compelling  them  to  close?  I  object 
strongly  to  coercion  in  a  form  which  seriously  cripples  onr 
freedom,  and,  in  fact,  puts  the  last  straw  on  the  camel's 
back.  We  are  indeed  burdened  enough  by  taxation  without 
further  interference.  I  cannot  find  words  strong  enough  to 
condemn  the  Bill  as  it  now  stands,  and  hope  it  will  die  a 
sudden  death.  Very  faithfully  yours, 

Struggler.  (28/74.) 


Overpaid  Income  tax. 

Sir, — Allow  us  to  remind  your  readers  who,  though 
entitled,  have  not  yet  claimed  repayment  of  tax  in  respect  of 
the  year  ending  April  5,  1893,  that  they  must  give  notice  of 
their  desire  to  make  a  claim  before  April  5  next,  otherwise 
their  claim  for  that  year  will  be  barred.  Of  course,  where 
the  income  has  been  received  and  tax  paid,  a  claim  can  now 
be  made  for  the  four  years  from  April  5,  1892.  With  a  few 
exceptions  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  particularise,  all 
persons  whose  incomes  were  under  400Z  for  the  two  years 
ending  April  5,  1894,  or  did  not  exceed  500Z.  for  subsequent 
years,  are  entitled  to  exemption  or  abatements,  even  when 
the  income  is  said  to  be  "  free  of  income  tax."  In  the  case 
of  persons  engaged  in  business  whose  average  profits  for  the 
three  years  ending  1894-95  were  less  than  the  amount  upon 


which  tax  was  paid,  a  claim  may  be  made  on  the  ground  of 
diminution  of  profits ;  while  a  loss  in  farming  or  business  can 
be  set  off  against  profits  or  income  from  any  other  source. 
Partners  can  claim  abatement  if  their  total  income  did  not 
exceed  the  limit  above  mentioned.  Married  women  having 
an  income  from  a  profession,  employment,  or  vocation  are 
entitled  to  have  such  income  dealt  with  separately  where  the 
joint  income  of  husband  and  wife  did  not  exceed  500J. 
for  1894-95  or  1895-96 ;  while  a  claim  may  be  made  by  any 
person,  even  where  the  income  exceeds  500Z.,  in  respect  of 
life  insurance  premiums  or  contracts  for  deferred  annuities. 

We  are  at  all  times  happy  to  advise  anyone  sending  us  a 
full  statement  of  their  income  and  a  stamped  envelope, 
whether  they  can  make  a  claim. 

Yours  faithfully, 
The  Income-Tax  Adjustment  Agency. 

12  and  13  Poultry,  London,  E.C. 
March  11. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


223/1.    R.  .fT.— Essence  of  Sherry  : 


G5nanthic  ether  ..  sj. 

Tincture  of  orange   ..  2j. 

Spt.  of  nitrous  ether . ,  »   J  x  v. 

Mix. 

Essence  of  Port : — 

Essence  of  grape       ..  »•       . .  .liv. 

Acetic  ether    ..       . .  . ,       ».  5j. 

Essence  of  vanilla     ..  ..       ».       ..  Jiv. 

Essence  of  raspberry   ,  Jviij. 

Tincture  of  kino    |iv. 

Mix. 


16/28.  Rex.  —  Lotion  for  Eradicating  Wrinkles.  — 
Cucumber- cream  is  as  simple  and  harmless  a  thing  as  yon 
can  give.  Call  it  by  some  other  name,  of  course,  and  peifame 
in  superior  style. 


16/55.  B.  T. — One  of  the  best  Harness-oils  is  natural 
petroleum  oil,  or  the  residue  from  which  vaseline  is  manu- 
factured This  is  a  dark-brown,  viscid  oil,  which  imparts 
flexibility  to  the  leather  and  a  good  polish.  We  have 
examined  a  popular  article  which  consisted  simply  of  this 
oil.  You  may  be  able  to  obtain  it  from  Messrs.  Snowdon, 
Sons  &  Co.  (Limited). 

16/71.  Color. — The  matter  is  one  quite  outside  our  line, 
and  in  which  we  have  no  experience. 


17/15.  Corporal  Trim. — Green  Oils. — Should  be  clear 
and  not  an  emulsion :  that  is  where  you  make  a  mistake. 
However,  as  you  wish  an  emulsion  and  have  the  label 
printed,  there  is  nothing  else  for  it  than  to  try  the  most 
reasonable  thing,  which  is  to  add  to  ammoniated  white 
oils  some  strong  solution  of  copper  sulphate,  then  enough 
of  solution  of  potassium  bichromate  to  give  it  the  desired 
tint. 


17/24.  Gate — Pick-me-up  Tonic  Bitters.— Here  is  a 
very  good  recipe  which  we  have  just  received  from  a  corre- 
spondent.   It  is  none  the  woiss  for  being  a  doctor's  prescrip- 


tion : — 

Tr.  nucis  void.    ..               . .       ..  _  jiij. 

Tr.  gentian,  co                      ..  •«  ?ivss. 

Spt.  ammon.  arom.      ..       ..      ..  Jiss. 

Tr.  zin  gib.  fort.  ..        :       ..       ..  ..  3vj. 

Chloroformi                                  ..  ..  jiss. 

Glycerini..   «  3j. 

Liq.  cocci  cacti                             ..  . .  3j. 

Spt.  vini  rect.  ad  «  ..  Jx. 

Mix,  and  after  a  day  filter. 


If  you  object  to  sal  volatile  you  may  omit  it,  putting  in  its 
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place  mist,  pepsin,  co.  c.  bismutho  jij.  The  label  may  be 
Silverlock's,  viz. : —  , 

PICK-ME-UP  TONIC  BITTERS.  ' 
Dose. — A  dessertspoonful  occasionally  in  a  wineglass  of  water,  sherry,  or 
soda-water. 

As  a  tonic  and  stomachic,  a  dessertspoonful  three  times  a  day  in  water. 


17/38.  Australia — The  best  Preservative  for  Eserine 
Solutions  is  sulphurous  acid — half  a  minim  to  the  ounce. 
The  water  employed  should  be  recently  boiled.  See  "  The 
Art  of  Dispensing,"  page  186. 


17/51.  Wales  — Powdered  gum  and  dextrin  are  very  com- 
monly used  for  Giving  Body  to  Home-brewed  Beers. 
The  quantity  is  only  about  1  oz.  to  5  gallons  ;  but  it  suffices 
to  give  the  syrupy -like  froth  which  the  public  like.  A  little 
quillaia  is  also  helpful. 


17/56.  Mizpah — Amrnoniated  Solution  of  Silver  Ni- 
trate is  used  as  a  light-brown  hair-dye.  Four  grains  of  the 
nitrate  to  an  ounce  is  strong  enough. 


15/66.  Lieutenant—  Syr.  Phos.  Co.— The  following  is  an 
American  formula  which  may  suit  your  purpose : — 

Precipitated  carbonate  of  calcium      ..    256  gr. 

Pyro-phosphate  of  iron  128  ., 

Phosphate  of  ammonium        . .      . .    128  „ 
Bicarbonate  of  potassium        . .      . .  32 

n  ■         .sodium  32  „ 

Citric  acid   1  tr.  oz. 

Glycerine   ....     ...     ...     ..      ..      1  fl.  oz. 

Phosphoric  acid  (50  per  cent.)  ..       ..       2  ,, 

Orange-flower  water    2 

Tincture  of  cudbear   120  min. 

Sugar     '  ..      ..      ..      „      .  .      8tr.  oz. 

Water,  enough  to  make  16  „ 

Triturate  the  precipitated  carbonate  of  calcium  with  the  bicarbonates  of 
potassium  and  sodium,  the  citric  acid,  glycerine,  and  orange-flower  w-ater, 
and  gradually  add  the  phosphoric  acid,  stirring  until  solution  has  been 
effected.  Dissolve  the  phosphate  of  iron  and  the  phosphate. of  ammonium 
in  4  fl.  oz.  of  hot  water  ;  cool  and  add  the  solution  to  that  previously  pre- 
pared. Filter  the  whole  through  a  pellet  of  absorbent  cotton  placed  in  the 
neck  of  a  funnel,  and  receive  the  filtrate  in  a  graduated  bottle  containing 
the  sugar.  Agitate  until  the  latter  is  dissolved,  then  add  the  tincture  of 
cudbear,  and,  lastly,  enough  water  to  make  16  fl.  oz. 


17/18.  G.  W.  B—  Herb-beer  Extract— No  doubt  an 
extract  made  direct  from  the  herbs  and  drugs  has  the  best 
flavour.  Such  a  formula  was  given  years  ago  in  the  C.  &  D 
This  is  it : — 

Extract  of  liquorice   Jss. 

Gentian-root  ..      ..    jSSi 

Horehound  .....       ..      ..  j-j. 

Hops    ....    I 

Ginger                                          ..  ?ij. 

Water  '  ...      ..  Oi. 

Boil  the  first  three  ingredients  in  the  water,  ;then  add  .  the  others,  and 
infuse  for  two  hours  ;  strain  and  wash  with  warm  water  to  15  oz.  In  this 
•dissolve  4  oz.  of  glucose,  and  add  the  following  solution  :— 

Oil  of  cassia                              , .  \\\x. 

„    wintergreen   Hlvj. 

Salicylic  acid   3SS_ 

Rectified  spirit    *j,      •  . 

Mix  thoroughly. 


18/33.  Taffy  —Cattle  are  not  unfrequently  poisoned  by 
eating  hemlock,  and  it  is  the  coniine  in  that  that  does  the 


23/13.  Calisaya.—To  dye  the  hair  of  the  St.  Bernard 
black  you  must  use  a  common  silver  hair-dye — viz.,  No.  1, 10  gr 
of  silver  nitrate  in  1  oz.  of  water  ;  No.  2,  solution  of  ammonium 
sulphide.  First  paint  No.  1  over  the  spots,  and  after  ten 
minutes  No  2.  In  an  hour  curry  the  hair,  and  put  on  a 
little  brilliantine. 


14/53.  Electric. — The  porous  pot  of  the  Lelanehe"  Cell 
is  packed  with  equal  proportions  of  gas-retort  carbon  and  black 
oxide  of  manganese.  The  exciting  fluid  is  solution  of  ammo- 
monium  chloride. 


18/60.  E.  J.  L.— Dec.  Aloes  Co.  Cone.  (I  to  3)  is  not, 
and  cannot  be,  an  absolutely  true  equivalent  of  the  freshly- 
prepared  article,  for  one  reason,  if  for  no  other,  that  50  cz. 
must  contain  the  equivalent  of  6  oz.  of  tr.  card.  co.  But 
the  preparation,  nevertheless,  sufficiently  approximates  to 
theB.P.  article,  when  diluted,  to  satisfy  many  people.  Any- 
one who  has  tasted  both,  however,  cannot  fail  to  note  the 
superiority  of  the  official  preparation. 

***  We  have  no  more  room  for  correspondence  this  meek, 
and  several  scores  of  correspondents  who  do  not  find  their 
wants  attended  to  in  this  issue  may  take  it  that  replies 
to  them  are  in  type. 


Heft  Mccfc, 


Monday,  March  16. 

Plymouth  and  District  Chemists1  Association.  Special 
meeting  at  Foresters'  Hall,  at  8  30  p.m.,  to  consider  Mr. 
Park's  candidature. 

Tuesday,  March  17. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association.  Smoking-concert. 
Royal  Photographic  Society,  12  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at 

8  p.m.,  "Screens  for  Process- work "  and  a  "Note  on 

Photogravure,"  by  Captain  Collardon. 
Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  at  3  p.m.  Professor 

Charles  Stewart  on  "  The  External  Covering  of  Plants 

and  Animals  :  Its  Structure  and  Functions." 

Wednesday.  March  18. 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy.  Social  evening. 
Sheffield  Phar  maceutical  and  Chemical  Society,  at  8.30  p.m. 

Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  on  "  Provincial  Pharmaceutical 

Education." 

Royal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at 
8  p.m.    Dr.  A.  C.  Stokes  on  "  Some  American  Rofcifera." 

Western  Chemists'  Association  (of  London),  Westbourne 
Restaurant,  1  Craven  Road,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Discussion 
on  "  The  Prescribing  of  Proprietary  Medicines,"  to  be 
opened  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Parker. 

Midland     Chemists'    Assistants'   Association,  Exchange' 
Rooms,  Birmingham,  at  9  p  m.    "  Cod-liver  Oil  and  its 
Emulsification,"  by  Mr.  P.  C.  Arblaster. 
Thursday,  March  19. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  W.,  at  8  p  m.  Papers 
to  be  read  : — "  The  Constitution  of  a  New  Organic  Acid," 
by  Mr.  H.  J.  H.  Fenton,  M  A.  "  The  Volume  and  Optical 
Relationships  of  the  Monoclinic  Series  of  Double  Sul- 
phates, R2M(S04)..  6H,0,"  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Tutton. 

Linnean  Society,  Burlington  House,  W.,  at  8  P  M. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  103  Great  Russell  Street, 
WC,  at  8  30  p.m.  Mr.  C.  Morley  on  "The  Rational 
Pharmacist." 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association, 

94  We3t  Regent  Street,  Glasgow,  at  9.15  p.m.    Mr.  R. 

Toch<-r  on  "  Coal  and  Coal-gas." 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Institution,  at  7  P.M. 

"  The  Chemical  Analysis  of  Water,"  by  Mr.  Herbert  E. 

Davies,  M.A.,  B.Sc. 
Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society,  University 

College,  at  8  30  p.m.    Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  on  "Solution." 

Friday,  March.  20. 

Aberdeen  Junior  Chemists'  Association,  at  9.30  P.M.  Mr.  H. 
Fraser  on  "  Taxonomic  Botany." 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  at  9  p.m.  Professor 
T.  R.  Fraser  on  "  Immunisation  against  Serpents'  V<  nom, 
and  the  Treatment  of  Snake- bite  with  Aniieenene." 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Associa- 
tion, 36  York  Place,  at  9.15  p.m.  Demonstration  with 
apparatus  for  granulating  on  a  small  scale,"  by  Mr. 
George  Lunan. 

Saturday,  March  21.  , 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain  at  3  p.m.  Lord  Ray- 
leigh  on  "  Light." 


